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by ess Act o
tion signed by Abraham Lincoln on March 3, 1863, and supported by private and
public funds, the Academy works to further science and its use for the general
welfare by bringing together the most qualified individuals to deal with scientific

and technological problems of broad significance.

Under the terms of its Congressional charter, the Academy is also called upon
to act as an official—yet independent—adviser to the Federal Government in any
matter of science and technology. This provision accounts for the close ties that
have always existed between the Academy and the Government, although the
Academy is not a governmental agency and its activities are not limited to those
on behalf of the Government.

The NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING was established on December 5, 1964.
On that date the Council of the National Academy of Sciences, under the authority
of its Act of Incorporation, adopted Articles of Organization bringing the Na-
tional Academy of Engineering into being, independent and autonomous in its
organization and the election of its members, and closely coordinated with the
National Academy of Sciences in its advisory activities. The two Academies join
in the furtherance of science and engineering and share the responsibility of
advising the Federal Government, upon request, on any subject of science or
technology.

The NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL was organized as an agency of the National
Academy of Sciences in 1916, at the request of President Wilson, to enable the
broad community of U.S. scientists and engineers to associate their efforts with
the limited membership of the Academy in service to science and the nation. Its
members, who receive their appointments from the President of the National
Academy of Sciences, are drawn from academic, industrial, and  government
organizations throughout the country. The National Research Council serves both
Academies in the discharge of their responsibilities.

Supported by private and public contributions, grants, and contracts, and
voluntary contributions of time and effort by several thousand of the nation's
leading scientists and engineers, the Academies and their Research Council thus
work to serve the national interest, to foster the sound development of science
and engineering, and to promote their effective application for the benefit of
society.

The DIVISION OF ENGINEERING is one of the eight major Divisions into which
the National Research Council is organized for the conduct of its work. Its
membership includes representatives of the nation’s leading technical societies as
well as a number of members-at-large.

The HIGHWAY RESEARCH BOARD, an agency of the Division of Engineering,
was established November 11, 1920, as a cooperative organization of the highway
technologists ¢f America operating under the auspices of the National Research
Council and with the support of the several highway departments, the Bureau of
Public Roads, and many other organizations interested in the development of
transportation. The purpose of the Board is to advance knowledge concerning
the nature and performance of transportation systems, through the stimulation
of research and dissemination of information derived therefrom.



