
Introduction 
Floyd I. Thiel, Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation 

The papers in this Special Report discuss some of the ways that transportation and land 
use planning abroad is providing experience that can be helpful in the United States. The 
papers result from a Conference on Socioeconomic Experience Abroad held at Cornell 
University, July 22-23, 1975. 

Geographic areas from which experience is drawn include Japan, Canada, Europe, 
and the Middle East. Topics include noise and other transportation impacts, land use 
techniques to deal with these impacts, transit financing, public participation, "pedes - 
trianization" in various countries, pricing to restrain parking, truck regulation, high-
way needs in Canada, and transportation sensitivity considerations in developing coun-
tries. Observations by the authors and commenters include the following. 

Japanese experience suggests that highway measures alone to control noise may 
be 2 to 5 times as costly as highway plus roadside measures (Kitamura and Toni). 

French techniques to prevent land speculation and to finance transit through em-
ployer taxes deserve attention (Sloan, L'Huillier, and Holmes). 

England, France, and Japan appear to be dealing with transportation impacts 
faster than Canada and the United States, perhaps because these 3 governments are 
more centralized and can impose land use solutions (Blackburn). 

The public should be involved only when there is something substantive to dis-
cuss. 

is-
cuss. According to Soberman, "When people have nothing to discuss, they usually 
start throwing things." 

A key to success in involving people (more than 10,000 at meetings in the Metro-
politan Toronto Transportation Review Plan) may have been to have no fixed plan but 
several principles such as avoid overcommitment, work within the traditional decision-
making process, and meet people on their own terms (Steinkrauss). 

Public participation may involve only the public reacting to proposals defined 
by professionals who have their own ideas of what transportation is possible (Frisken). 

Traffic control abroad is producing such results as high (80 percent) acceptance 
by residents of one-way traffic in alleys in Bolton, Endland, and significant reduction 
(40 percent) in fatalities in Nagoya, Japan (Appleyard). 

To encourage car pooling, it may be more effective to tax private parking space 
reserved for employees (33 percent in Toronto and 55 percent in Ottawa) than to adjust 
commercial or municipal parking (Frayne). 

Comparison of Canadian provinces with and without intraprovincial intercity 
trucking regulation indicates that annual costs may be about $15 million in regulating 
provinces (Sloss). 

The Canadian Highway Systems Study to help guide federal policy indicates 
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provincial user taxes exceed highway expenditures (Zelman and Dutz). 
11. In developing countries, fatalities (typically of the educated minority) are 10 

times rates in the United States, citizen participation is an untried novelty, and user 
analysis is inapplicable because travel time is unvalued (Sargon). 


