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One way of characterizing Milton Pikarsky's message 
from the perspective of a transit operator and a transit 
manager is "Yes, there is a Santa Claus." Despite all 
of the research studies and publicity to the contrary, 
transit can be an energy saver; energy saving is an argu-
ment for transit. The case was rather well made that 
we should not simply compare a bus with a van pool or 
a streetcar with a heavy-rail vehicle, but rather that we 
should be comparing transit- oriented environments with 
automobile-oriented environments. If any action is to 
be recommended on behalf of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Land Development, it should be to urge 
that the Urban Mass Transportation Administration, 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and 
other similar agencies conduct further research on this 
subject. 

Philip Hammer made a point that is also made by 
the federal government: Inner-city revitalization—or 
maybe older-city revitalization—is the most critical 
economic need facing us today. He emphasized that it 
is essential to have programs that will respond to and 
will encourage local initiative. The stimulus for im-
proving the economy will have to start at the bottom. 

He urged that we be prepared to work in a flexible, 
joint development context. The possibility of using tran-
sit investments as a way of helping to stimulate local in-
vestments was suggested. 

One frequent observation is repeated here for empha-
sis: Decision making and management at local levels, 
at the level of the central city, and within metropolitan 
areas must be strengthened, if either economic or en-
ergy objectives are to be achieved. Thus, if we are 
identifying opportunities and trying to implement proj-
ects at the local level, effective planning and decision 
making at the ldcal level are necessary. Furthermore, 
the federal government needs to make a determined ef-
fort to clarify and rationalize decision making at that 
level if progress is to be made. 

There are several major federal programs under way 
on which the Committee on Transportation and Land De- 

velopment may have an impact. One is the urban devel-
opment action grant (UDAG) program. Because we are 
concerned about the coordination of transportation and 
development, and since the program regulations as they 
now stand do not mention the word "transportation," the 
administrators of that program and the U.S. Department 
of Transportation (DOT) might give further attention to 
coordinating the use of UDAG and DOT funds, whether 
they are for transit or highways. If the administrators do 
do not want to put something in the regulations about fund 
coordination, then a major educational and informational 
effort should be made. Some of the work done on joint 
development 5 to 10 years ago may be used in this effort, 
if necessary. It is critical that more information be 
made available about the importance of joint and coordi-
nated development and about some of the techniques to 
achieve coordination. 

A similar effort is needed regarding the community 
development block grant program and the people-mover 
demonstrations. At present, 8 to 10 such demonstra-
tions are under way in this country. Unless some watch-
fulness is exercised and some diligence and expertise 
are applied, we may very well build systems that do not 
relate as well as they should to land development. If we 
do not make those people-movers successful, the idea of 
people-movers and joint development will be set back 10 
to 20 years. 

Finally, the point has been made repeatedly that we 
must institutionalize the coordination of our policy de-
velopment efforts at the national level. C. David Loeks 
indicated that we did not discuss the substance of national 
policy but rather have talked a lot about processes. We 
need to get to substance immediately. There is an effort 
under way in the formation of the national urban policy 
report to use an ad hoc group to develop national policy 
and to achieve coordination among various federal agen-
cies in that regard. The role that ad hoc group plays 
must be more formally structured so that it can support 
an ongoing process. 
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