


Appendix 23 

Sacramento County Airport System 

Sacramento International Airport (SMF) 

Sacramento, California 

 

Sacramento County Airport System is focused on increasing landfill diversion from Sacramento 

International Airport (SMF). To this end, SMF provides recycling opportunities for passengers, employees, 

and food and beverage concessionaires (including food waste).  

SMF is required to comply with State of California commercial organics and single stream recycling 

mandates outlined in Assembly Bill 1826 and Assembly Bill 341, respectively. Locally, the Sacramento 

Solid Waste Authority requires businesses to collect recyclables and organics and inform employees and 

tenants of recycling requirements. The Sacramento County Airport System has a resource stewardship 

policy which speaks to SMF’s dedication to responsible resource stewardship and minimizing material 

consumption. SMF has conducted waste stream composition studies and has a goal to increase landfill 

diversion to 35% or greater by 2020. SMF is in the process of developing a Sustainability Management 

Plan which will shape additional policies and objectives.  

SMF’s recycling and waste diversion program is managed by a dedicated Recycling Coordinator in the 

Planning and Environment section. The Coordinator monitors and tracks the program’s achievements and 

challenges. The coordinator is supported by the Planning and Environment section and a Waste 

Management Working Group.  

SMF’s Parks Maintenance section administers the waste and recycling hauling contracts; waste activities 

are funded by the Parks Maintenance section; the Central Warehouse; and the Planning and Environment 

section.  Janitorial activities are the responsibility of Airport staff as well as janitorial contractors. SMF 

contracts with private waste and recycling hauling companies for transport of these materials; these 

companies provide annual data pertaining to the quantity of materials generated, recycled, composted, and 

landfilled. SMF’s diversion rate is reported to Sacramento County; the amount of food waste diverted is 

advertised on SMF’s website and wall graphics.  

To reduce waste to the landfill, SMF has rightsized the garbage bags/bin liners used in cans and bins 

throughout the facility. This effort is anticipated to divert about 22,430 pounds of plastic compared to the 

previous bags. The bags used at SMF also represent reuse as they are made from repurposed irrigation 

hose. During landscaping activities, reusable burlap sacks are used for tree and shrub clippings instead of 

plastic bags. Reusable tumbler cups were distributed to employees who participated in recycling training; 

these reduce consumption of single-use disposable cups and bottles. 

  



Airport employees recycle aluminum, cardboard, glass, paper, and plastic through a single stream program 

via bins available in offices and other work areas. SMF also recycles pallets, cooking grease, tires, and 

materials from construction projects.  Paper towels and printer paper purchased by SMF contains recycled 

content. An Airport Operating Procedure dedicated to recycling directs employees on proper management 

of these materials (attached at the end of this case example). Employees on every shift were provided 

training on recycling; the containers and collection areas they use are labeled and signed. A presentation 

used by the Recycling Coordinator and Airport staff during employee training is attached at the end of this 

case example. Most employees have access to water coolers and dishwashers which facilitate use of 

durable dishes.  

Training on recycling opened a dialogue between the Recycling Coordinator and other Airport employees. 

Through this interaction, SMF learned that custodial staff were using the same carts to service waste and 

recycling bins. As a result of this observation, the custodial staff began using double carts to ensure the 

materials were segregated appropriately. They also began using different color bags (white or clear for 

recycling and black for trash) to distinguish between the streams.  

Passengers in the terminal can use recycling and waste containers located throughout the facility. SMF 

provides liquid collection stations at the entrance to the security checkpoint queuing area. The recycling 

stations in the food court feature five containers, including receptacles for landfill-bound waste, recyclables, 

and liquids, as well as a bin designed for collection of pizza boxes (Figure 1). SMF provides a separate 

collection for pizza boxes because they are bulky and can quickly take up available space in the recycling 

containers. Collecting them separately reserves space in the recycling containers for smaller items and 

reduces the frequency at which the recycling containers need to be serviced (emptied). SMF also provides 

containers in parking and other exterior areas (Figure 2). Information about recycling is shared with 

passengers through container labels and other signage.  

Prior to the adoption of Assembly Bill 1826 which requires organics recycling, SMF participated in a pilot 

program for pre-consumer food waste collection and diversion. This program allowed SMF to address 

logistical challenges and tenant’s concerns prior to implementation of a full program.  

Most of SMF’s tenants participate in SMF’s waste and recycling program, including concessionaries, retail, 

and airlines. These services are included in their lease rates. At this time, Airport terminal food and 

beverage tenants in one of SMF’s concourses are required, through their leases, to recycle comingled 

recyclables and pre-consumer food waste organics. The lease agreements specify proper waste and 

recycling management as a performance standard; noncompliance is a violation of this agreement and can 

result in a fine. Each food and beverage tenant has identified a recycling champion to assist other 

employees with waste management. The Recycling Coordinator is a resource for the champions and 

restaurant managers and provides support for tenant employee training. A presentation used by the 

Recycling Coordinator and Airport staff during concessionaire training is attached at the end of this case 

example.  

The Recycling Coordinator also conducts weekly inspections to monitor restaurant compliance. These 

inspections provide the opportunity for instantaneous feedback, including compliments and corrections. 

Through these efforts, the Recycling Coordinator has fostered productive relationships with the tenants. 



SMF also provides recycling area signage tailored to concessionaire operations (Figures 3 and 4). These 

posters feature full color photographs of actual packaging and other items identified as recyclable or waste. 

Communication, monitoring, and training have increased tenant participation, reduced contamination, and 

increased recycling. 

There are no commercial composting facilities in Sacramento County. SMF’s food waste is processed at 

an anaerobic digester where it is converted to natural gas and electricity. The digester does not accept food 

soiled paper or compostable packaging. The landfill used by SMF utilizes a methane gas recovery system 

and produces electricity from this source.  

Looking forward, SMF is preparing to launch a food donation program and install additional food waste 

compactors. SMF is working to integrate sustainable waste management into the activities of other Airport 

sections and is evaluating a furniture donation program.  

 

  



 
Figure 1: Terminal food court recycling station, courtesy of Sacramento International Airport 

  



 
Figure 2: Exterior waste and recycling containers, courtesy of Sacramento International Airport 



 
Figure 3: Concessionaire back of house recycling signage,  

courtesy of Sacramento International Airport 

  



 
Figure 4: Concessionaire back of house waste signage,  

courtesy of Sacramento International Airport 
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