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We Travel to… 



Our Goal

… is to have a  system where people can 
go from one place to another safely, 
reliably,  efficiently, and affordably for 
both now and the future.



NHTS 

…provides the relationship between 
travel behavior and social, economical 
and other factors.

1: Why  – purpose of travel
2: How – what mode
3: When – what time  and what date
4: Frequency – number of trips 
5: others



NHTS = Enabler



Lt. Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s WWI 
Data 



General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s WWII 
Data 

“The old convey had 
started me thinking 
about good, two-lane 
highways, but the 
Germany had made 
me see the wisdom of 
broader ribbons 
across the land.”



President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
Action 

Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956

1: Redefined the Interstate System as the 
National System of Interstate and 
Defense Highways.

2: Meet projected demand of year 1975 

3: Expand the system to 41,000 miles

4: Establish Highway Trust Fund



The 1969 National Survey on Travel 
Behavior 

• The 1969 Nationwide Personal Transportation 
Survey was administered by the newly created 
FHWA

• Understand Demographics and Travel Behaviors
• 15,000 Household were interviewed



1977 NPTS

• Travel behaviors as related to social and 
economic characteristics of  trip makers

• The survey questionnaires were updated to 
better address then-current issues (e.g., urban 
and rural travel…)

• ~ 18,000 households were interviewed



Key Transportation Initiatives in the 
60s and 70s

• Highway Act of 1970 :
– Urban System added
– Bus lanes and some transit projects became eligible 

for highway funding

• Clean Air Amendments of 1970 and 1977
– SIP and NAAQS 

• 1969 National Environmental Policy Act



The 1983 & 1990 NPTS
Core: travel behavior and social , economic , and 

safety factors.

1983- the then new issue : use of safety devices in 
household vehicles including seat belts and child 
safety seats.

~ 6,500 households were face interviewed

1990 – the then new issue: vehicle accidents that 
members of the household had experienced 

~ 18,000 households - random-digit dialing (RDD)



Major Transportation Initiatives in the 
70s and 80s

Surface Transportation Assistance Act (STAA) of 1982
• Federal fuel tax increase
• Transit Account Creation
• 21 drinking age requirement
• 4R emphasis - reconstruction, resurfacing, restoring, & 

rehabilitating

The Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation 
Assistance Act of 1987 (STURAA)

• Pilot toll program created
• Earmarks
• Implementation of the Uniform Act



1995 NPTS

Core questions: travel behavior, social, economic 
factors

The new questions:
• public’s perceptions of, or satisfaction with, the nation’s  

transportation system, 
• identify perceived difficulties in travel\

• ~ 21,000 households (national sample) + 21,033 
add-ons households = a total of 42,033 interviewed 
households.



The 2001 NHTS

• FHWA and BTS  - combined the Nationwide 
Personal Transportation Survey (NPTS)  and the 
American Travel Survey (ATS) – National 
Household Travel Survey

• ~ 26,038 national samples + 43,779 Add-ons 
households = 69,817 households



Major Transportation Initiatives in the 
90s and the 21st Century

Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
1991 - ISTEA

• Formalize MPOs roles
• New program structure –

NHS, STP, CMAQ, IM, Bridge, Safety Set-asides
• Fund Transferability & Usage Flexibility 



Major Transportation Initiatives in the 
90s and the 21st Century

Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 1998-
TEA21

• 40% increase in funding
• New “firewalled” accounts for highway and 

transit accounts.



Key Transportation Initiatives in the 
90s and the 21st Century

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users – 2005

• Continues historical trends – more of everything
• New safety funding category
• Safe Routes To School funding
• Earmarks - 5,500 +



2009 NHTS

• Core Issues – Behavior, social and economic 
factors 

• New Issues: aging, immigration, bike, and walk

• ~ 25, 000 Households (national sample) + 
125,000 Add-ons = 150,000 households



Other Changes



Other Changes
The Growth of University of Transportation Centers (UTC)



Other Changes
The MPOs – 384 Strong



Transportation Demand Changes    

1. Population growth
2. Demographic change
3. Environmental concern
4. Resource constrain
5. Public Awareness
6. Media Coverage



Future Travel Behavior Data

Objective – travel behavior, social, economical, 
and demographic relationships

1:  local and inter-regional travel
2:  mode of travel – multimodal
3:  constrain – energy and environments
4:  resources - revenue and funding



Our Goal

… is to have a  system where people can 
go from one place to another safely, 
reliably,  efficiently, and affordably for 
both now and the future.



Thank you!
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