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City-Building in York Region 



Using BRT as the driver for New Downtowns 
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converging rapid transit technologies 
 

Incremental Implementation 



Quickstart (First Phase) 



Making BRT A Success in a Competitive Market 



Lifestyle marketing 



 vivaNext  (second phase) 



vivaNext- Full feature BRT 



vivaNext 



How did they make it happen? 

• Cities enacted new land-use 
policies 

Joint development 

Sale of development rights to 
the private sector 

Amendments to Development 
Charges Act to promote 
sustainable transportation 

• Planners empowered 

• Played a pro-active role 

• “Complete street” principles 
 



Downtown Markham 



Downtown Markham 



Land use and transit integration 



VIVA – key selling point for one  of largest multi-use suburban 
developments in North America 

Downtown Markham : Remington Group, Toronto 



Markham town center : Open 



Markham town center : Open 





Markham town center : NHL Arena 



Highway 7 



Highway 7 



Highway 7 



Lessons Learned 

• BRT, as part of a larger planning framework, can “reshape” a community 

• Developers do respond to BRT but you have to engage them 

• Quality begets quality 



thank you. 
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