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A Little History 

• Provided analysts, managers, and decision-
makers with data and information useful for 
statistical and performance measurements  

 

• Original MTS data portal went “live” on the 
CMTS web site in 2008; maintained until 2009 



Original Data Portal Format 

• Based on search of submitted key words 
– Agencies submitted a description 

– 5-10 “key words” used in the search 

 

• Minimal results returned; often incomplete 
search 



The Original Data Portal Needed 
Updating 

 
Original key word search returned limited results 



What Other Search Options Exist? 

• Google 

• Yahoo 

• Bing 

• Wikipedia (?) 

 

• But what results do these searches provide? 

About 1,680,000 results 



New USA Search Format 

• Based on 2 levels of search 
– Domain 

– URL 

 

• Domain search creates a parent level directory 

 - searches all content to three levels 

 

• URL – searches content of specific webpages 

URLs 



How is the Data Portal Different? 

• Only searches government websites 
– Information is from government reports or 

documents 

– No business advertisements 

– No news articles with un-vetted information 

 

• Result: Fewer, more focused results 

About 6,640 results 



Test Case: Green Ports 

• Are current issues reflected in 
available resources? 

Your search for “green ports” did not match any results  

Original MTS Data Portal 



Test Case: Green Ports 

• Generic search 
through Google  
 

• Far too many results 
to wade through 

 

• Not links to reports or 
standards: 
– business links 
– news links 
– private organizations 

About 84,900,000 results 



• MTS Data portal returns fewer results 
– Based on Federal reports and standards 

 

• Advanced Search option focuses search even 
further 
– All of these words 
– This exact phrase 
– Any of these words 
– None of these words 

Test Case: Green Ports 

About 92,800 results 12 results 



Customizable Search = Better Results 

• The new MTS Data Portal offers:  
– Functionality of a general search 
 

– Specificity of an advanced search 
 

– Large search returns (for those academics and 
researchers who like “variety”) 
 

– Limited search returns (for those looking for 
focused results) 



How to Find the MTS Data Portal 

 



Questions? 
 
 

Alyson Azzara, Ph.D.   
Policy Advisor to the Director 

Committee on the Marine Transportation System 
Alyson.Azzara@cmts.gov 
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