
Lead the Way 
 

APTA Transit Standards Development 



APTA Standards Program 
Mission Statement 

   To develop, implement and maintain 
standards, recommended practices 
and design guidelines to achieve 
safety, reliability and efficiency in 
transit system design and operation.  

 



What are Standards? How 
are they developed? 

  Standards use collective wisdom to provide a path to a 
desired outcome with a means to measure success 
 
Standards are developed using a consensus based 
process patterned after the process required by the 
American National Standards Institute to certify Standards 
Development Organizations.  
 
APTA’s Standards include: 

•Standards 
•Recommended Practices 
•Guidelines 
•White Papers 



Recognition 

APTA Standards Program is recognized by: 
–  American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
–  Department of Transportation (DOT) 

• Joint Program Office (JPO) 
• Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
• Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 

–  Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
• Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 

–  Transport Canada 
–   Canadian Urban Transport Association (CUTA) 
–   Other SDO’s, e.g., IEEE, SAE, ITE, AASHTO 

 



 APTA Standards are developed using a 
consensus based process patterned after the 
process required by ANSI  

 

– a balanced representation of interested parties; 
– a required public comment period; 
– a formal process to respond to comments; 
– an appeal procedure; 
– a balloting group broadly representative of the 

industry; 
– a consensus, defined as a super-majority of the 

balloting group; and 
– a formal way to respond to requests for 

interpretations of or changes to the standard 

 The Process 



Statistics: APTA’s 
Standards Program 
• 10 Program Areas 

 

 
 

• Voluntary Consensus Standards Process 
 

• Over 500 Volunteer Participants 
 

• Over 20 Active Standards Development 
Committees 

 

• 250 Standards, Recommended Practices and 
Guidelines Completed, Approved and Posted 
on APTA’s Web Site – www.apta.com 
 

•Commuter Rail 
•Rail Transit 
•Bus Transit 

•Security 
•Accessibility 
•Procurement 

•Information Technology 
•Sustainability/Urban Design 
•SGR/Transit Asset  Management 



  
  

•Made up of 20 industry members 
•Small, medium and large transit agencies 
•Consultants 
•FTA 
 

•Meets 3-4 times per year 
 

 
 
 

State of Good Repair/Asset 
Management Working Group 



  
  

State of Good Repair/Asset 
Management Working Group 

•Definitions 
•Analysis and Reporting 

•Condition Assessments  
•Capital Improvement Planning 

State of Good Repair Sub-Group  
 
 
 



  
  

Transit Asset Management Sub-Group  
 
 
 

State of Good Repair/Asset 
Management Working Group 

•Define Transit Asset Management (TAM) 
•Asset Management Systems 

•Structural commonalities 
•Elements of inventory 
•Categorization methods 
 

 
 



13 

  www.apta.com 
 



APTA Standards  
Program Staff 

 
CONTACT: 

 
APTA Standards Development Program 

Jeff Hiott 
jhiott@apta.com 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jhiott@apta.com�
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