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What Decision-Makers Care About 
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• It’s not about the transportation system – 

it’s about outcomes for people 

 

• Concerned about a broad set of issues – 

connections across areas are important 

 

• Policy outcomes – whether measurable or 

not measurable 

 

• Return on Investment – but not too much 

 

• Politics – it’s not a dirty word, it’s how 

allocation decisions are made 

What Decision-Makers Care About 
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Air Quality 
 

Freight 
 

Jobs  
 

Multi-Modal 
 

Puget Sound Land and Water 
 

Safety and System Security  
 

Social Equity and Access to Opportunity 
 

Support for Centers 
 

Travel 

Nine Transportation Measures 
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Air Quality 

Reduce air quality related impacts 

to people and the environment 

 

Increase use of clean technologies 
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Freight 

System performance benefits for 

freight (travel time & reliability) 

 

Reduce conflicts with other 

modes 

 

Access to freight-related areas 

 

Improves key freight facilities 
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Jobs 

Support to existing and new job 

creation 

 

Access to areas of high job 

concentration 

 

Access to economic foundations 

(schools, colleges, universities) 
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Multi-Modal 

Provides alternatives to driving 

alone 

 

Improve connections between 

transit and non-motorized modes 
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Puget Sound Land and Water 

Protect critical areas 

 

Protect resource lands 

 

Improve water quality 
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Safety and System Security 

Reduce the number of incidents 

 

Improve system security by 

improving facilities identified in 

Puget Sound Transportation 

Recovery Annex 
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Social Equity and Access to Opportunity 

Improve environmental health 

by negating negative impacts 

on minority, low-income, elderly, 

youth, people with disabilities 

and households without 

vehicles 

 

Improve access to opportunity 
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Support for Centers 

Access to Regional Growth Centers 

 

Access to transit supportive land 

use 
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Travel 

Reduction of existing congestion 

issues 

 

Reduction of potential future 

congestion issues 

 

Improvement of system efficiency 
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Additional Factors/Work 

• “Geographic Equity” 

 

• Return on Investment – Decision-

makers want the information, but there 

is a lot of policy disagreement on what 

to include (or not include) in the 

analysis 

 

• How do you combine policy attainment 

measures with return on investment? 



For further information: 

 

Puget Sound Regional Council 

www.psrc.org 

 
Charlie Howard 

206-464-7122 

choward@psrc.org 

 

Robin Mayhew, AICP 

206-464-7537 

rmayhew@psrc.org 
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