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Waterborne freight 
directly and indirectly 
contributes to U.S. 
economic growth by 
contributing to 
economic value, 
earnings, and 
employment.  

Marine Perspectives 
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Our maritime infrastructure is in critical need of repair and maintenance resulting in the 
risk of an unreliable freight transportation mode. 
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Source: Dredging Information System, USACE Institute for Water Resources 

Multi-agency engagement, individualized budgeting, low profile, and dredging 
restrictions present opportunities for legislative improvements.   
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The panama canal expansion presents tremendous opportunity for coastal and inland 
ports. 



Source: http://www. marad.dot.gov/ 
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Source: www.americanwaterways.com 

Source: http://www. marad.dot.gov/ 

Inland navigation offers a cost-effective, sustainable, safe, and under-capacity freight 
transportation mode. 
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Researchers should fully recognize the maritime mode in freight analyses. 
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Study Area 
Terminals 

Rail Access 
Terminals 

Rail and 
Receipt 
Capable 

Terminals 

73 

29 19 

Agricultural Products 

Coal 

Other Dry Bulk 

Liquid Chemicals 

Petroleum Products 

Commodities Handled 

Researchers need to understand the intricacies of the maritime transportation system. 
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Researchers should recognize “if you’ve seen one port, you’ve seen one port” reality. 
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The inland navigation system can benefit from research in state-of-good repair practices, 
system-level performance measurement, operations analysis, and strategic planning. 
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