
Inserting the Purple Line 

Monica Meade
Senior Professional Associate
WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff

Baltimore, MD

13th National Light Rail & Streetcar Conference



Increasing Challenges

• Running out of RR corridors (Denver)

• Running out of wide roadways (SLC)

• Take a new look at the existing 
conditions

• Insertion!

•
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Purple Line Corridor

• 5
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Local Conditions

• Narrow rights-of-way on residential streets

• Narrow streets of small businesses

• Challenging new development

• Auto-centric roadways with high levels of 
pedestrian activity

• Highly congested intersections

• Unexpected suprises
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Minimizing Impacts on a Residential 
Street

• Point 1

• Point 2

• Point 3

• Point 4

• Point 5
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Median Station
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Passenger Safety on Median Platform

• Point 1
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Minimizing Impacts to Small 
Businesses on a Narrow Street
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Minimizing Impacts to Small 
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Minimizing Impacts to Small 
Businesses on a Narrow Street

• Point 5
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Integration With New Development
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Supporting Local Plans for Future TOD

• Point 1
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Supporting Local Plans for Future TOD
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Design Solutions for a Campus 

• Point 1
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Design Solutions for a Campus 

• Point 1
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Connections to an Existing Metrorail 
Station

• Point 1
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Bypassing a Congested Intersection

• Point 1
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Unanticipated Conflicts

• Point 1

• Point 2

• Point 3

• Point 4

• Point 5
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Conclusions

• Keep an open mind and be flexible

• Look for compromise

• No cookie cutter solutions!

• Remember that light rail can be operated 
in a multitude of ways 
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