
Background and History 

UTPP CTPP    

1973 

1996 

1997 

Ed Christopher (Retired) 
CATS, BTS, FHWA 

edc@berwyned.com 



OMB required-

Metro Areas 

Coded to City or 

County 

No Special 

Tabulations 

JTW Question 

Arrives 
1960 



FHWA provided      

table specs 

First DOT funding 

43 Tables,       

“Caveat Emptor” 

112 Purchasers, Local TAZs 

Address coding (DIME) Block level 

First Transportation Tables 
Urban Trans. Planning Package 

1970 



UTPP Expands 1980 

Census Bureau hires      

JTW staff                                       -

 better delivery     

 geo QC 

Work trip imputation    

(allocation) 

150 Buyers 

More detail data       
(more modes, vehicle occupancy, travel time) 



New Census Transportation 
Planning Package Era Begins 1990 

Name changed from UTPP to                   

CTPP 

Wall-to-Wall Coverage    

(AASHTO/NARC pooled fund) 

First state package 

More data (departure time, vanpool 

occupancy) 

Extraction software BTS CD release 



CTPP Takes Hold 2000 
Developed Logo 

CTPP Community matures—TRB 

Subcommittee established (1998)  

 ~Newsletter, ~List Serve   

 ~On Call assistance and outreach 

Enhanced TAZ Definition process 

Improved Extraction software 

First Disclosure Protection Rules  



What were the sizes of the 

JTW data products and 

who paid for them? 

Buyers/Users Direct Cost Tables 

1960 OMB ??? ??? 

1970 112 $0.6 M 43 

1980 152 $2.0 M 82 

1990 $2.5 M 120 

2000 $3.0 M 203 

2005 + AASHTO Consolidated Purchase 

All States 

 and MPOs 



Whose been watching over all of this 

for the Transportation Community? 

Ad Hoc Consortium of Interested Individuals 

 USDOT (FHWA Lead), BTS, FTA and OST) 

 Census Bureau (JTW/Migration and Geography Divisions) 

 TRB  Committee and Subcommittee 

 AASHTO Standing Committee on Planning 

 Various States and MPOs   



Census Transportation 

Planning Products 

  Enter the ACS era… 

The Program Evolves (AASHTO takes over) 

2006 to 

2015

Consolidated 

Purchase

2015 

forward

Technical Services 

Program

2007 to 

2011
$5.9M

2014 to 

2018
$3.8M

2019 

forward

Under 

DiscussionForms Oversight Board and 

handles all development 



Who watches over the Program 
 the CTPP Oversight Board 



Technical Service Program 

On-Demand Technical Support  

Training and Capacity Building 

Research 

Data Products 

Related Activities 

What does it get you? 



Some of my 

UTPP/CTPP 

Mentors 


