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To	  better	  understand	  how	  those	  factors	  
influence	  the	  housing	  location	  decision,	  
TTI	  researchers	  developed	  and	  
administered	  a	  survey	  to	  REALTORS®	  in	  
Texas	  asking	  about	  their	  last	  transaction:

• Why	  their	  client	  chose	  the	  metro	  
region?

• Why	  their	  client	  chose	  a	  particular	  
neighborhood?

• Why	  their	  client	  chose	  a	  particular	  
house?

REALTORS®	  rated	  each	  variable	  based	  on	  
their	  client’s	  interaction	  and	  provided	  
other	  classification	  information.

How	  the	  Survey	  Turned	  Out
About	  5%	  of	  Texas	  REALTORS®	  
completed	  the	  survey	  between	  July	  22	  
and	  September	  28,	  2015.

After	  the	  data	  were	  cleaned,	  coded,	  and	  
analyzed	  using	  simple	  t-‐tests	  and	  
ANOVAs,	  researchers	  paired	  the	  results	  
alongside	  U.S.	  Census	  data	  to	  ensure	  the	  
results	  statistically	  represented	  each	  
major	  metropolitan	  region	  in	  Texas.

The	  Results…
The	  left	  column	  of	  the	  chart	  at	  right	  
shows	  the	  overall	  factor	  rankings.	  For	  
any	  factor,	  the	  importance	  changes	  for	  
each	  demographic	  group.	  Compare	  
factors	  within	  or	  between	  demographics.

The  REALTOR® SurveyWhy  Do  You  Live  
Where  You  Do?

People	  choose	  to	  live	  where	  they	  do	  for	  several	  
reasons,	  transportation	  and	  traffic	  being	  two	  of	  
them.	  But	  there	  are	  several	  other	  reasons	  why	  
different	  people	  choose	  different	  locations,	  and	  
transportation	  may	  not	  be	  the	  most	  critical	  
factor.	  

Understanding	  what	  these	  reasons	  are and	  how	  
important	  they	  are	  to	  the	  decision	  can	  offer	  
planners	  and	  policy	  makers	  insight	  into providing	  
proactive	  transportation	  solutions combined	  
with	  other	  societal	  solutions.

Policy  Application
Viable	  transportation	  solutions	  may	  lie	  in	  redeveloping	  
underutilized	  corridors to	  reflect	  why	  people	  choose	  to	  
live	  in	  a	  certain	  location.	  Planners	  may	  find	  that	  
improving	  a	  non-‐transportation	  factor	  may	  improve	  
traffic	  in	  another	  area	  at	  a	  lower	  cost.

More	  information	  and	  detail	  on	  this	  study,	  
including	  individual	  metropolitan	  area	  
results	  can	  be	  found	  at	  
policy.tti.tamu.edu/congestion.
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