
Utilizing Census Data 
for Active Transportation Planning

Introduction

 The El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization is 
currently in the process of implementing the Active 
Transportation System (ATS), following the recent 
designation of seven regionally significant segments.

 As a part of the ATS planning process, U.S. Census 
datasets including the 2015 Longitudinal Employer-
Household Dynamics program (LEHD) Origin-Destination 
Employment Statistics and the 2011-2015 American 
Community Survey (ACS) provide insight about social 
and demographic characteristics along those segments 
with an emphasis on connecting people to opportunities 
and key activity areas, within communities, from 
community to community, community to region, and 
region to region. 

El Paso MPO Active Transportation System (ATS)

 Seven regionally significant segments connecting the 
metropolitan planning area were designated in 2016.

 One of the seven ATS segments is called the Mission 
Trail. 

 The Mission Trail is approximately a 10-mile long 
segment that will provide an east-west connection across 
three municipalities (El Paso, Socorro, and San Elizario) 
in the south-east corner of the El Paso Metropolitan 
Planning Area.

 Block groups located within 1 mile of the Mission Trail 
segment were analyzed using U.S. Census datasets.

Conclusions

 Census datasets are a useful source of information about 
population, employment, and commuting habits, 
especially when local multimodal travel surveys are not 
available.

 It provides a basis for planning practices that focus on 
connecting people to opportunities while encouraging 
safe and healthy communities.
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Future Directions

 To overlay the information about population, 
employment and infrastructure with education centers, 
retail and services, medical care, parks and recreation, 
historical and cultural destinations.

 To apply the methodology to remaining ATS segments.
 To provide an input to strategic metropolitan planning by 

indicating where potential gaps and opportunities exist 
for the ATS routing alternatives.

 To present the results in a web-based application.

What did the U.S. Census datasets tell us about 
the Mission Trail segment?

 46,000 people live along the Mission Trail segment.
 8,400 jobs are located within 1 mile of the Mission Trail.
 Youth of non-driving age (14 years and younger) and 

seniors (65 years and older) account for 38% of the 
population.

 Indicators of potential transportation disadvantage along 
the Mission Trail that are higher than in the rest of the El 
Paso Metropolitan Planning Area include:
• 17% of households that are ethnic minorities, 
• 34% households that have limited English proficiency, 

34% of households that live in poverty. 
 The median household income along this segment equals 

to $29,600, which is lower than the median household 
income of $41,129 in the region. 

 Majority of workers who live along the future Mission 
Trail drive alone to work (79%), which is consistent with 
the trends in the rest of the region. However, compared 
to the mode share in the region, less workers in the 
Mission Trail area commute by transit (1%) and walking 
(1%). A higher demand for cycling is observed along the 
future Mission Trail segment as 0.3% of workers bike to 
work, compared to 0.2% regionally.

Population and Employment Transportation Infrastructure 

Goal: Identify gaps and opportunities for the ATS routing alternatives to provide connections within 

communities, from community to community, community to region, and region to region.

Population and Employment

Active Transportation Planning: Connecting People and Places

American Community Survey 

(2011-2015)
• How many people live within 1 mile of the 

ATS segment?

• Are there any potentially transportation 

disadvantaged households?

• How do workers commute to their jobs? What 

percentage commutes by transit, walking, or 

biking?

Places Where People Want to Go

 

Transportation Infrastructure

Proposed Active Transportation System

Existing and Planned Bikeways

Existing and Planned Sidewalks

Existing and Planned Transit

• Enhance connectivity across the region

• Provide multimodal connections
LEHD Origin-Destination 

Employment Statistics (2015)
• How many jobs are located within 1 mile of 

the ATS segment?

• What is the job-housing ratio?

Education Centers

Employment Centers

• Provide connections to opportunities

Parks and Recreation Centers

Historical and Cultural Destinations

• Provide connections to recreation

Retail and Services

Medical Care Centers

• Provide connections to services


