
Who Should Volunteer?

• Industry leaders and subject matter experts.

• Qualified practitioners who reflect the 
nation’s diversity and represent a variety of 
backgrounds and life experiences.

Help Solve America’s Transportation Challenges 

Volunteer for Panel Service
The Transportation Research Board (TRB), part of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 
provides near-term solutions for problems facing state, regional, and local transportation agencies; airports; and 
transit agencies through its Cooperative Research Programs. Research is conducted by contractors with technical 
oversight provided by a panel of 8-10 practitioners and industry experts who volunteer from transportation 
agencies, academia, and private consulting firms. 

Why Volunteer to Serve on a Panel?

• Help solve problems of national importance 
and advance the state of practice. 

• Cultivate leadership skills and professional 
expertise while networking with experts and 
peers. 

• Join a community of practice with 
transportation planners, engineers, and 
researchers. 

• Directly contribute to new products, 
techniques, and guidelines to create a 
safer, more reliable, and cost-effective 
transportation service. 

What Are Volunteers’ Responsibilities?
 

• Attend three in-person meetings (travel 
expenses are paid for). 

• Develop a request for proposals and 
recommend research contractors. 

• Monitor research progress, review reports 
and deliverables, and provide feedback on 
the contractor’s work. 

• Participate in occasional conference calls. 

• Support research implementation. 

Additional Information

TRB periodically announces opportunities to 
serve on research project panels in the TRB 
E-Newsletter; subscribe at www.trb.org/
PublicationsPubsTRBENewsletter.aspx

For more information, please email MyTRB@ 
nas.edu 

For more information about The National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine, please visit http://www.nas.edu/ 
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Conduct Research 
Typical topic areas critical to state departments of transportation, airports, and transit agencies include: 
Administration, Planning, Design, Environment, Construction, Operations, Maintenance, Safety, Security, 
Sustainability, and Legal Issues. 

Who Can Respond to an RFP?

Anyone may submit a proposal. Proposers 
must demonstrate extensive capabilities and 
proven experience in the research topic. TRB 
encourages participation of small businesses, 
minority-owned firms, and women’s business 
enterprises, as contractors or subcontractors for 
projects. Proposers based outside the United 
States may respond to RFPs.

Requirements for preparing proposals:
www.trb.org/NCHRP/CRPInfoProposers.aspx

Sign Up to Receive RFPs

CRP publishes RFPs in the weekly TRB 
E-Newsletter; subscribe at www.trb.org/
PublicationsPubsTRBENewsletter.aspx

For more information, please email MyTRB@nas.
edu 

You can also receive immediate notice of a new 
RFP by subscribing to LISTSERV@LSW.NAS.EDU
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Upcoming Projects

Announcements for new projects appear in 
the TRB E-Newsletter. Each program typically 
announces new projects in the following 
months:
NCHRP - May
BTSCRP - July
ACRP  - August 
TCRP  - November

150
Requests for proposals 
(RFPs) issued in the 
average year with varied 
budgets.

$75,000 - 
$1+ MILLION
Budget range for CRP 
contracts.
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