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TRIENNIAL STRATEGIC PLAN (TSP) 
Outlook Period:  February 1, 2020 to January 31, 2023 

 

PART 1: Committee Name and Scope 
 

Committee Code * AW020 
Committee Name * Standing Committee on Inland Water Transportation 
Date(s) reviewed 08/2020, 09/2020 
Change, if proposed***   N/A 
No. of official members 
approving change/total 
number of members ** 

N/A 

Committee Scope * This committee will consider research related to the movement of 
freight and passengers by inland and intra- and inter-coastal 
waterways. This will include planning, financing, management, 
vessels, ports and port facilities, environmental considerations, and 
engineering and operational aspects. The committee will also focus 
on the intermodal aspects of inland water transportation and 
intermodal system integration. 

    * Show current, as it currently appears in the TRB Online Directory 
  ** Includes Chair, Standing Committee Members, Emeritus Members, and Young Members 
*** Show proposed, or Not Applicable 

PART 2: Committee History 
 
This part provides summary information on the Standing Committee on Inland Water Transportation, 
including annual meeting statistics, sessions coordinated, committee research, membership, and other 
special activities over the last several years. 
 
2.1 Annual Meeting Statistics 

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 
Number of Members in Attendance at Annual Meeting 12 9 9 12 
Number of Visitors in Attendance at Annual Meeting 22 21 26 56 
Number of Papers Reviewed 6 5 2 3 
Total Number in Attendance at Mid-Year Meeting  18 221 382 453 

 
2.2 Annual Meeting Sessions Coordinated 
Sessions and workshops sponsored/cosponsored at the Annual and Mid-Year meetings, including name 
of co-sponsoring committee(s) if applicable (by year) follows: 
 
 

                                                           
 
1 Combined meeting with AW030 
2 Combined meeting with AW010 and AW030 

https://www.mytrb.org/DirectorySearch.aspx
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Annual Meeting Activities 
2017 

Session Number  & 
Name 

Number of Podium Sessions: 2                    
Number of Poster Sessions:   0                      Workshops: 0  

Session 344 (Lectern) Growing Operational Resilience Within the Inland Water Transportation System 

Session 480 (Lectern) Research in Inland Water Transportation 

2018 
Session Number & 
Name 

Number of Podium Sessions: 1                    
Number of Poster Sessions: 1                        Workshops: 0 

Session 374 (Lectern) Resilience Vulnerabilities of the U.S. Inland Waterway System 
Session 327 (Poster) Research in Inland Water Transportation 

2019 
Session Number  & 
Name 

Number of Podium Sessions: 1                    
Number of Poster Sessions: 0                        Workshops: 0 

Session 1286 
(Lectern) Inland Waterway Transportation Challenges and Path Forward 

2020 
Session Number  & 
Name 

Number of Podium Sessions: 1                   
Number of Poster Sessions: 0                      Workshops: 0 

Session 1272 
(Lectern) 

Research in Marine and Inland Waterway Transportation (co-sponsored with 
AW010) 

 
 
2.3 Annual Meeting Committee Presentations 
Title(s) and presenter(s) for informal presentations made at Annual Meeting and Mid-Year Committee 
meetings are shown below: 
 
2017 Annual Meeting: 
• “The Perils of Efficiency: An Analysis of an Unexpected Closure of the Poe Lock and its Impact” – 

Craig S. Gordon (U.S. Department of Homeland Security) 
 

2018 Annual Meeting: 
• “How do Riverports Align Actions with Goals?  A Smart Approach to Riverport Asset Management” – 

Greg Pritchett    
 
2019 Annual Meeting: 
• “Project Blue Wave Connected” – Martijn van Hengstum 
• “Measuring the Performance of the Illinois Maritime System” – P.S. Sriraj and Bo Zou 
 
2020 Annual Meeting: 
• “Virginia Port Authority’s Marine Highway” – Daniel LeGrande 
• “New Port Designation in Western Illinois” – Bob Sinkler 
• “National Freight Strategic Plan” – Chandra Bondzie 
• A fourth presentation was scheduled, but the presenter was unable to attend the meeting 

“Preparing for Planned Illinois Waterways Closures” – Mike Steenhoek.  This will try to be 
rescheduled for a future meeting, as appropriate. 
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2.4 Committee Research 
 
No new research needs statements were generated during the past three years.   

 
2.5 Other Special Activities 
 
No special activities were conducted during the past three years.   
 
2.6 Committee Membership 
As of August 2020, AW020 consisted of 17 members. 
 

MEMBERSHIP TYPES 
Regular Member 15 
State Department of Transportation Member 2 
International Member 0 
Young Member 0 

GENDER 
Male 11 
Female 6 

DIVERSITY 
White  17 
Black  0 
Hispanic 0 
Asian or Pacific Islander 0 
American Indian 0 
Two or More Races 0 
Unknown 0 

MEMBER AFFILIATION 
Public-Sector 6 
Private-Sector 5 
Academia 4 
Nonprofit/Other 2 

 
TRB’s committee rules allow for a total of 25 Regular Members, 2 State Department of Transportation 
Members, 5 International Members, and 4 Young Members (younger than 35 years old) for a total 
committee membership of 36 persons.  As of May 2020, AW020 could add 10 Regular Members, as well 
as further expand international and young members on the roster to improve membership in these 
categories.  The committee membership’s next rotation will occur in April 2022. 
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PART 3: Committee Future Outlook Statement and Committee Three-
Year Plan 
 
Committee Future Outlook Statement 
 
The Standing Committee on Inland Water Transportation is designed to bolster the Transportation 
Research Board’s (TRB) mission, specific to all aspects of the inland waterway system. 
 

The mission of the TRB is to promote innovation and progress in transportation through 
research.  In an objective and interdisciplinary setting, TRB facilitates the sharing of information 
on transportation practice and policy by researchers and practitioners; stimulates research and 
offers research management services that promote technical excellence; provides expert advice 
on transportation policy and programs; and disseminates research results broadly and 
encourages their implementation.3 

 
To accomplish this, the Committee has established an outlook statement that acknowledges and aims to 
have a voice in addressing emerging and critical issues related to all aspects of the inland waterway 
system.  These issues include: 
 

1. The aging infrastructure.  The inland river system locks and dams are deteriorating, and the 
funds available to maintain and modernize the system are inadequate. 

2. We exist in a political environment of budget reduction at all levels of government.  How does 
this impact inland water transportation now, and how will it impact it in the future? 

3. The nation continues to value a transportation system in which most of the tonnage and ton-
miles of freight is transported via truck transportation. A truly intermodal system would 
improve the quality of the environment and help relieve the freight capacity constraints 
observed with the other surface modes, especially highway transport. 

4. Our nation is facing dramatically increasing freight volumes, and there is a need for much of 
this increase to be handled by non-highway modes. 

5. State funds for the maintenance and construction of new roads will be limited in the coming 
years. Thus, states with navigable waterways may consider giving more accommodation to 
water transportation. 

6. There is a lack of adequate funding for dredging. 

7. The use of probe data via Automated Identification System (AIS) on inland waterways to better 
understand delays, capacity needs, and cargo flows. The next step would be connecting that 
flow data to other modal sources to understand multimodal freight flow from a network 
standpoint. 

8. What is the relationship between fuel prices and modal choices?  How do changes in fuel 
prices impact the inland water transportation system? 

9. What are the critical climate-related issues impacting inland water transportation, now and in 
the years to come?  

                                                           
 
3 TRB website, accessed September 1, 2020. 
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10. There is a pending lack of manpower for the industry.  The workforce is aging, and not many 
young people are being attracted to the inland waterway transportation industry. 

11. Reduced coal production and usage.  How does this impact the inland water transportation 
system? 

 
The Standing Committee on Inland Water Transportation’s future outlook statement is: 
 

To provide leadership to promote innovation and progress in inland 
waterway system transportation through research by facilitating the 
sharing of information on practice and policy by researchers and 
practitioners; stimulating research that promotes technical excellence; 
providing expert advice on transportation policy and programs; and 
disseminating research results broadly to encourage their implementation. 

 
Committee Three-Year Plan 
 
The Standing Committee on Inland Water Transportation has identified the following strategic goals for 
the next three years: 

1. Ensure communication channels are available and open to members and other interested 
individuals, and that timely information is provided to them by the Committee (e.g., 
announcements for upcoming meetings, meeting summaries, etc.) 

2. Develop and implement a recruitment plan to increase committee membership from its 
current level (17 members) to 25 members, with particular emphasis on increasing minority 
participation.   

3. Place increased emphasis on the development of research needs statements, synthesis 
topics, and calls for papers based on the critical issues identified above, with the goal of 
producing at least one RNS, one synthesis topic, and one call for papers each year.   

4. Continue to sponsor research necessary to address the critical issues identified above and 
to demonstrate the value of the inland waterway transportation system in meeting the 
current and future transportation needs of our nation.   

5. Explore the potential for webinars and other mechanisms to disseminate timely and critical 
research and advancements in inland water transportation.   

In implementing the three-year plan, the Committee will coordinate, as appropriate, with the following 
committees, each of which has a common set of goals to increase the efficiency of the inland waterway 
transportation system for economic and environmental production. 
 
• AW010 Standing Committee on Ports and Channels  
• AW030 Standing Committee on Marine Environment 
• AW040 Standing Committee on Marine Safety and Human Factors 
• AW050 Standing Committee on Ferry Transportation 
• AT030 Standing Committee on Agriculture and Food Transportation 
• AT045 Standing Committee on Intermodal Freight Transport 
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