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Waterways Today 

Rivers 
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Vessels 



Inland Ports 
Rosedale, MS 

Stockton Hannibal, MO 

St Louis 



Waterways Users 

Commercial 
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Taking Care of Waterways – Locks and Dams 



Taking Care of Waterways  

Channels 



Aids to Navigation, Safety, Security 

http://www.uscg.mil/default.asp


21st Century Challenges 



Challenge                     Infrastructure - 



Melvin Price Lock and Dam (MO-IL)  (1200’ x 

110’) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d3/Mississippi_River_Lock_and_Dam_number_26.jpg


   Challenge Operations 



 



The Challenge - Change 

Panama 

Commodity Shipments 

Climate 



Challenges – Vision of the Future 

World Class System?  



 



National Commitment 



 

The 

Environment 



Challenges – Physical Parameters 

• 24/7/365 

– Low water  

– High water 

– Ice 

• Vulnerability 
  

http://blogs.sacbee.com/photos/2011/05/high-water-pushes-past-memphis.html


Challenge - Unthinkables 

• Decommissioning of Lesser Used  Waterways 

• Non-Structural Measures 

– Congestion Fees 

– Priority Passage 

– Scheduling 

• Environmental Controls 



Challenges - Change 



Challenge – Attention and Understandingding 

• INLAND WATERWAYS = THE SILENT TRANSPORTER 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

• ADVOCACY –  Who? 
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