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The decennial census is increasingly a source of converginq interests between

the transportation community ana other pJ-anners, analvsts, and researchers' The

transportation cornmunity has becomå in.t"."ingly r1epenrlent on the entire range

of data in the decennial census, whereas the so-called transportation questions

in the decennial census have become a major resource for a widening spectrum of
¡ilata users. These converging interests are underscorecl by the papers in this
part.

The portions of the decennial census questionnaire most closelY associated

with transportation include the questions on place of work, traveL time' and

vehicle availability. The place-of-work question is the key to understanding

the growing constituency for these portions of the decennial census within and

treyond the transportation community. This question proviciles the means to
determine the number, social and eåonomic characteriãtics' and travel behavior

of wOrkers at their workplaces. Nearly as much can be known at¡out the nationrs

daytime geographY as about its popuLatíon at home' Such information is
essential for planning anrl narketing virt'ually all kinds of facilities an<l

services in both the pubtic and private sectors'
The growing constituency for ãecennial census data within the transportation

community is suqgested in it¡e tírst three papers. Richard Glaze examines from

the Florida perspective a relatively new involvement of state transportation
agencies in acquiring and using aatå from the decennial census' Thabet zakaria'

reviews the ongoing, traditional uses of census rlata for urban transportation
planning based on his Phitarlelphia experience. Sam Zirnmerman focuses on the

particular needs of transit basedl on nationwide experiences.
The growing constituency beyond the transportation community for the

transportation elements of t'he decennial census is suggesteit by the next four
papers. Hammel ilLustrates how the journey-to-rtork questions have been used bY

publÍc agencies involved in economic development and social service ptanning in

the New York area. Dia¡nond indicates the dliverse uses of sirnilar census data in
Southern California by private firms for marketing, site selection' and so

forth. Bontempo and surridge cover both public and private applications of the

data by a statewide constÍtuency of small agencies, firms, and indivi¡iluals in
pennsylvania. Reed brings the åiscussion back to a nationaL scale, explaining

how one study is currentlY using the rlata to compare changes over time and arnong

metropolitan areas in geography, demographics, and trave]. patterns.

Part III of this report concludles with a paper by McDonnell that summarizes

comnents by the users of the 1980 census data and compares those comments vrith

those of users of the equivalent data from the 1970 census' These experiences

anfl evaluations by the users of the 1980 census, in conjunction with their views

of changing data needs over the next decade, suggest the perspectivês on whích

their recommendations for the 1990 census are based'

Most of the papers in Part III vtere prepared as background presentations for
this conference to provide an overview of the rliverse experiences with the 1980

census data. The perspectives of these papers taken together should be vÍewed

as representative rather than as comprehensiver however, because many

applications and experiences are described in Transportation Research Record

98I, which provideS much <tetail that could not be accommodaterl here'

58


