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TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH BOARD
2009 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE*

Chair: Adib K. Kanafani, Cahill Professor of Civil Engineering, University of California, Berkeley
Vice Chair: Michael R. Morris, Director of Transportation, North Central Texas Council of Governments,

Arlington
Executive Director: Robert E. Skinner, Jr., Transportation Research Board

J. Barry Barker, Executive Director, Transit Authority of River City, Louisville, Kentucky
Allen D. Biehler, Secretary, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Harrisburg
Larry L. Brown, Sr., Executive Director, Mississippi Department of Transportation, Jackson
Deborah H. Butler, Executive Vice President, Planning, and CIO, Norfolk Southern Corporation, Norfolk,

Virginia
William A. V. Clark, Professor, Department of Geography, University of California, Los Angeles
David S. Ekern, Commissioner, Virginia Department of Transportation, Richmond
Nicholas J. Garber, Henry L. Kinnier Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, University of Virginia,

Charlottesville
Jeffrey W. Hamiel, Executive Director, Metropolitan Airports Commission, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Edward A. (Ned) Helme, President, Center for Clean Air Policy, Washington, D.C.
Will Kempton, Director, California Department of Transportation, Sacramento
Susan Martinovich, Director, Nevada Department of Transportation, Carson City
Debra L. Miller, Secretary, Kansas Department of Transportation, Topeka (Past Chair, 2008)
Neil J. Pedersen, Administrator, Maryland State Highway Administration, Baltimore
Pete K. Rahn, Director, Missouri Department of Transportation, Jefferson City
Sandra Rosenbloom, Professor of Planning, University of Arizona, Tucson
Tracy L. Rosser, Vice President, Corporate Traffic, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., Bentonville, Arkansas
Rosa Clausell Rountree, Consultant, Tyrone, Georgia
Steven T. Scalzo, Chief Operating Officer, Marine Resources Group, Seattle, Washington
Henry G. (Gerry) Schwartz, Jr., Chairman (retired), Jacobs/Sverdrup Civil, Inc., St. Louis, Missouri
C. Michael Walton, Ernest H. Cockrell Centennial Chair in Engineering, University of Texas, Austin (Past

Chair, 1991)
Linda S. Watson, CEO, LYNX–Central Florida Regional Transportation Authority, Orlando (Past Chair, 2007)
Steve Williams, Chairman and CEO, Maverick Transportation, Inc., Little Rock, Arkansas

Thad Allen (Adm., U.S. Coast Guard), Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
Rebecca M. Brewster, President and COO, American Transportation Research Institute, Smyrna, Georgia (ex

officio)
George Bugliarello, President Emeritus and University Professor, Polytechnic Institute of New York University,

Brooklyn; Foreign Secretary, National Academy of Engineering, Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
James E. Caponiti, Acting Deputy Administrator, Maritime Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

(ex officio)
Cynthia Douglass, Acting Deputy Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, U.S.

Department of Transportation, Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
LeRoy Gishi, Chief, Division of Transportation, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the Interior,

Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
Edward R. Hamberger, President and CEO, Association of American Railroads, Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
John C. Horsley, Executive Director, American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials,

Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
Rose A. McMurray, Acting Deputy Administrator, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, U.S.

Department of Transportation (ex officio)
Ronald Medford, Acting Deputy Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, U.S.

Department of Transportation (ex officio)
William W. Millar, President, American Public Transportation Association, Washington, D.C. (ex officio) (Past

Chair, 1992)
Lynne A. Osmus, Acting Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

(ex officio)
Jeffrey F. Paniati, Acting Deputy Administrator and Executive Director, Federal Highway Administration, U.S.

Department of Transportation (ex officio)
Steven K. Smith, Acting Deputy Administrator, Research and Innovative Technology Administration, U.S.

Department of Transportation (ex officio)
Jo Strang, Acting Deputy Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

(ex officio)
Robert L. Van Antwerp (Lt. General, U.S. Army), Chief of Engineers and Commanding General, U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers, Washington, D.C. (ex officio)
Matthew Welbes, Executive Director and Acting Deputy Administrator, Federal Transit Administration, U.S.

Department of Transportation (ex officio)

* Membership as of February 2009.
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COVER: A cargo train passes near
Riverside, California. During the past
year’s economic downturn, state
transportation agencies and
institutions have worked with
determination and resolve to keep
transportation and research on
track, delivering innovations and
cost efficiencies. (Photo: Caltrans)
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3 Making Certain Progress in Uncertain Times:
The Transportation Research Board’s 2008 Field Visit Program
The 2008 field visits by TRB Technical Activities staff found that transportation
agencies are addressing uncertainties about the economy, energy, climate change,
funding, and national policies with new ideas, programs, and techniques to improve
customer services. The commitment, hard work, and dedication of transportation
personnel promise positive developments in the coming year.

17 The Collaborative Decision-Making Framework:
Evolving Product of SHRP 2 Capacity Research
Stephen J. Andrle and Janet D’Ignazio
The Capacity focus area of the Second Strategic Highway Research Program is
developing approaches and tools for integrating environmental, economic, and
community requirements into the analysis, planning, and design of new highway
capacity. The Collaborative Decision-Making Framework provides an adaptable
approach, with principles, guidelines, and procedures for a variety of projects and
contexts.

24 NEW TRB SPECIAL REPORT
Safety Research on Highway Infrastructure and Operations:
Improving Priorities, Coordination, and Quality
Jill Wilson
The field of road safety improvement is developing a foundation in science, with
knowledge based on high-caliber research studies instead of on conventional wisdom
and observation of practice. A study committee appointed by the National Research
Council has developed recommendations on the processes for establishing research
priorities, coordinating research activities, and improving research quality.

28 NEW TRB SPECIAL REPORT
The Federal Investment in Highway Research 2006–2009:
Strengths and Weaknesses
Stephen R. Godwin
The TRB Research and Technology Coordinating Committee, appointed by the
National Research Council, has published an assessment of the highway research
programs funded under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users. Recommendations and findings address such issues
as competitive awards of funding, advanced research, funding cuts, stakeholder-
supported programs, dissemination of results, and setting research priorities.
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A L S O  I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

C O M I N G  N E X T  I S S U E

The March–April TR News features photo highlights and brief reports from TRB’s 88th
Annual Meeting, January 11–15, in Washington, D.C., including the spotlight sessions
on Transportation, Energy, and Climate Change; an array of speakers, sessions, and
poster displays; exhibits and special events; major awards and new officers; and more.
Feature articles focus on transportation libraries in the digital age; the history of
Transportation Research Information Services, which recently celebrated its 40th
anniversary; and a point of view on the vital role of libraries at state departments of
transportation. The next issue also includes an examination of the equity implications
of financing the nation’s surface transportation system and a summary of progress in
the Strategic Highway Research Program 2.

The TRB 2009 Annual Meeting program offered more than 600 sessions with approximately
3,500 papers and presentations, plus meetings and special events, earning the focused
attention of more than 10,000 registrants, who shared information about research and
best practices, networked with colleagues, and pursued professional and educational goals,
as exemplified by this group of first-time attendees, briefed by V. Thera Black (left), Chair
of the Metropolitan Policy, Planning, and Processes Committee.


