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Representative posts on KDOT's Fb page, summer 2011
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KDOT's response to K-10 advocacy Fb campaign, April 20. 2011
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On Cable Barriers on K-10 [ # edit |

by Kansas Department of Transportation on Wednesday, April 20, 2011 at 3:07pm

KDOT engineers and agency leaders recognize that cable median barriers have been used successfully
in states that have had a high incidence of cross-median crashes.

Although most of Kansas' multidane, divided highways were designed with broad, gently-sloped
medians to allow drivers who leave the road to recover without injury or damage, we recognize that
not all of our roads are equal in that regard.

With that in mind, we asked Dr. Dean Sicking, a University of Mebraska researcher and one of the
world’s leading experts on roadside safety, to do a comprehensive study of our roads, crash histories,
traffic volumes and more. From that monthsHong study, Dr. Sicking developed a policy for use of cable
median barriers in our state. He came up with guidelines for installing barriers where they would
potentially do the most good within the limited resources KDOT, and all government agendies, must
operate.

As a result, Kansas has two cable median installations now under way, or dose to being under way.
One project is on U.5. 75 north of Topeka and the other on K-36 in Sedgwick County.

Under the new state palicy, KDOT will conduct studies every three years of all the state’s multidane,
divided highways to assess whether cable median barriers would be a safety benefit. We will begin the
review process again next year.

While the cable barriers have done a great job of reducing fatalities in states whose roads don't have
the same safety features as ours, we also know that they can cause injury and damage. Nearly all
‘drive-offs” on roads with broad, gently-sloped medians are recoverable. Drivers regain control without
injury or damage to their vehicdle. We also know from studies and hearing from motorcyde advocates
that the cables pose a danger to them.

Our hearts go out to the families, friends and communities of those who lost their lives in the recent
crash on K-10 between Eudora and DeSoto.

Many of our families travel K-10 and live in the same communities as you. We have the same concerns
as parents, friends and dassmates as you.

We assure you that safety is at the core of everything we do at KDOT and we will do our best with the
resources we have to keep other Kansas families and communities from the anguish you are now
suffering.
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K-10-related posts to KDOT’s Fb page, summer 2011
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