
TRB Webinar: Six Minute 
Pitch: A Transportation 
Startup Challenge

November 3, 2022

4:30 – 6:00 PM



Learning Objectives

• Learn about emerging transportation technologies

• Gain insight on key factors to consider in taking research and development-based 
innovations into practice and the market place



Questions and Answers

• Please type your questions into your webinar 
control panel
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Shana Johnson
National Railroad Passenger 

Corporation

Today’s Moderator



THE SIX MINUTE PITCH
TRB’s Official Transportation Startup Competition since 2013

Sponsored by the TRB’s Young Members Council



Rules of the Game

3 Presenters 6 Minute Pitch 3 Judges 1 Winner



Today’s Judges

Sean O’Sullivan
Managing Partner, 

SOSV

Gabe Klein
Executive Director, 

Joint Office of Energy and 
Transportation

W. Celeste Davis Stragand
Head of Government 

Partnerships/Smart Cities,
Ford Motor Company



Thank You to our Past Judges!
2021 & 2020 W. Celeste Davis Stragand, Gabe Klein, Sean O’Sullivan, and David Zipper
2019 Kathleen Baireuther, Gabe Klein, Sean O’Sullivan, and David Zipper
2018 Gabe Klein, Sean O’Sullivan, and David Zipper
2017 Jessica Robinson, Emily Castor, David Zipper, and Chris Thomas
2016 & 2015 Gabe Klein, Sean O’Sullivan, and Chris Thomas
2014 Gabe Klein, Sean O’Sullivan, and Robert Rodden
2013 Kate Chanba, Jeffrey Chernick, Gabe Klein, Sean O’Sullivan, and Ryan Rzepecki



Today’s Presenters
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Jatish Patel
jatish@flowlabs.ai

FlowLabs

Tolga Ercan
tolga@connected-wise.com

Connected Wise

Abraham Lama Salomon
abraham.lama@gnextlabs.com

gNext Labs LLC

mailto:jatish@flowlabs.ai
mailto:enes@connected-wise.com
mailto:abraham.lama@gnextlabs.com


10 Years of the Six 
Minute Pitch 
 12 Judges  

 21 media articles in TR News, Bloomberg City 
Lab, Alley Watch, ITE Journal, YPT Mobility 
Matters, Mass Transit, and Mobility Lab 

 32 Participants
 6 Canadian companies
 1 Israeli company 

 Thousands of attendees 

 Focus on connecting research to practice



Our Winners



2013



Now Actionfigure

2014



2015



2016



2017



2018



2019



2020



Additional Past Six Minute Pitch Participants

2020 Pitches (Presenters):   Trio Motors (Ken Kershner), Transconomy (Nima Kargah-Ostadi), Populus (Regina Clewlow)

2019 Pitches (Presenters):   Communtifi (Esteban Sanchez), RFNav (Jim Schoenduve), Ruut (Hamish Campbell)

2018 Pitches (Presenters):  Axle Payments (formerly Axle Travel) (Bharath Krishamoorthy), NoTraffic (Tal Kreisler), ThruGreen
(David Nguyen)

2017 Pitches (Presenters):  Velo Metro  (John Stonier), Civic Connect (Bre Vergess), TRAINFO (Garreth Rempel)

2016 Pitches (Presenters): Driver Watchdog (Christian Johnson), Civil Data Analytics (Offei Adarkwa, Qiaosong Wang, and 
Matija Radovic)

2015 Pitches (Presenters): BRASH Engines (Michael Brookman), MINI, LLC (Arun Vohra), and Remix (formerly Transitmix) (Sam 
Hashemi)

2014 Pitches (Presenters): Transit Labs (Dag Gogue), Transport Foundry (Josie Kressner), and PathVU (Eric Sinagra)

2013 Pitches (Presenters): Coalition for Sustainable Rail (Davidson Ward), Navity (Nahom Beyene), and Petrochemical 
Incident Location System (Latissha Clark)



Thank You 
Six Minute Pitch Organizing Committee 
and the Young Member’s Council!

Robert Rodden (2014, 
2015 and 2016)

Alex Bigazzi (2017, 
2018, and 2019)

Stephanie Camay 
(2013 and 2014)

Jason Conely (2013)Susan Paulus (2014-
2022)

Ginger Goodin (2019-
2022)



Thank You!
Visit trbsixminutepitch.com for more 

information. 



Upcoming events for you
November 17, 2022

TRB Webinar: Cybersecurity Trends 
in Transportation

December 12, 2022

TRB Webinar: Expanding 
Microtransit Services and Improving 
the Rider Experience

https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/
events
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/events


Register for the 2023 TRB Annual Meeting
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https://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting
/Registration.aspx

https://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/Registration.aspx


Subscribe to TRB Weekly

Each Tuesday, we announce the latest:

• RFPs

• TRB's many industry-focused webinars 
and events

• 3-5 new TRB reports each week

• Top research across the industry
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If your agency, university, or organization 
perform transportation research, you and 
your colleagues need the TRB Weekly
newsletter in your inboxes!

Spread the word and subscribe!
https://bit.ly/ResubscribeTRBWeekly

https://bit.ly/ResubscribeTRBWeekly


Discover new 
TRB Webinars weekly

Set your preferred topics to get the latest 
listed webinars and those coming up soon 
every Wednesday, curated especially for 
you!

https://mailchi.mp/nas.edu/trbwebinars

And follow #TRBwebinar on social media
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https://mailchi.mp/nas.edu/trbwebinars


Get involved 
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• Become a Friend of a Standing Technical 
Committee 

Network and pursue a path to Standing Committee 
membership

• Work with a CRP 

• Listen to our podcast

https://www.nationalacademies.org/podcasts/trb

https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/get-involved

https://www.nationalacademies.org/podcasts/trb
https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/get-involved


We want to hear from you
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• Take our survey

• Tell us how you use TRB Webinars in your work at 
trbwebinar@nas.edu
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