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Today you will learn: • What the Research in Progress 
database is

• How to search the RIP database to find 
projects from any organization

• How to enter (and update) projects from 
your organization



What is the Research in 
Progress (RIP) Database?

 Current and recently 
completed projects

Why Use It?

 Promote research efforts 

 Prevent duplication of effort

 Connect researchers 

 Identify experts for panels or 
committees

https://rip.trb.org



TRID vs. RIP
TRID RIP

Type of records Reports, papers & datasets Projects

Record creator Professional TRB indexers Primarily DOT or UTC staff

Record permanence Record is permanent Record updated as project 
progresses; Deleted when project 
is completed and final report is in 
TRID

Number of records 1.4 million+ ~10,000

Website https://trid.trb.org https://rip.trb.org

Contact information for 
individuals

Not made public Publicly available 

https://trid.trb.org/
https://rip.trb.org/


Many Ways to Find Records!
Simple keyword 
Agency or location maps
Mode or topic options
Advanced search options for 

complex or targeted searches 
Subscribe to monthly 

customized report
Projects also searchable in 

TRID
Demo:  https://rip.trb.org

Improved 
Search 
Options!

http://rip.trb.org/


• Federally-funded projects--including USDOT UTC grant 
recipients--MUST be added to RIP

• All transportation research projects MAY be added to RIP, 
regardless of source

• Entering or updating projects in RIP requires an account
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Adding Project Records to RIP

No Account Needed 
for Searching & 

Viewing Records!



Login Requirements to Enter Projects

Request new accounts through https://rip.trb.org/loginrequest or by emailing 
tris-trb@nas.edu.

Each user receives individual account
• Email address is UserID
• Each account must have a unique email address

Source Agency:
• “Owner” of the record
• Automatically entered based on login
• Users from the same center can update/delete each other’s projects
• UTC and StateDOT working together?  The StateDOT is the source agency if they both enter 

the same project 
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https://rip.trb.org/loginrequest
mailto:tris-trb@nas.edu


2022 USDOT UTC Grant Recipients

8



Closing Out a Project

Mark

Mark RIP 
record as 
completed

Submit

Submit final 
report & datasets 
to TRID at 
https://trid.trb.org

Check

Check TRID to 
make sure 
report has 
been entered

Wait

Wait 6 months 
AFTER 
research is 
complete

Delete

Delete record 
from RIP



Closing Out Your USDOT UTC Program

Close out projects
Doublecheck:
• TRID to make sure all reports are present & have a permanent URL in 

the record
• RIP to make sure that all project records have been deleted
Contact tris-trb@nas.edu to close UTC user accounts
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Questions?  Suggestions?

TRB
Transportation Research Information Services 

(TRIS)
tris-trb@nas.edu
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RIP Database Demonstration

The following slides are screenshots of the information covered in the live demonstration portions of the 
webinar.  



RIP Homepage (rip.trb.org)



RIP Sample Record



Search Form,1



Search Form, 2



Improved Online Help

17

Accordion Style!



My Records Page



Data Entry, 1



Data Entry, 2



Data Entry, 3



Bulk Import Tool

• Located on sidebar after 
you login

• Available for use by 
organizations with 25+ 
active projects

• Must conform project data 
to CSV output



Expired Projects Tool
• Located on sidebar after login
• Find projects that have passed 

their estimated completion 
date and are still in Active 
status

• Use to ensure your projects 
are up-to-date

• Can search by state
• Can sort by source agency



Deleting Older Projects

Only 25 most recent projects are on 
the “My Records” page

To find and edit older records:
1. Click “See All Publications” button
2. Click title of record
3. Click Edit button to open record for 

changes 
4. Mouse over field and click to open 

for changes
5. Save field after making changes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
#1 question.
Anyone who has actually used the system knows this is tricky.  
Most recent 25—displayed prominently on landing page for the data entry system.  Click buttons on side to enter or delete.
Older than 25—tricky.  Easiest way is to see it.  



Deleting Older Projects, 2



Deleting Older Projects, 3
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