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Today’s Learning Objectives

1. Understand the role and objectives of 
airport economic impact studies

2. Determine effective communication and 
implementation strategies

3. Evaluate outcomes and best practices 
from case studies



American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE) 

1.0 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
are available to Accredited Airport 

Executives (A.A.E.)

Report your CEUs: 
www.aaae.org/ceu

http://www.aaae.org/ceu


American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) 

1.5 Certification Maintenance Credits

You must attend the entire webinar to be 
eligible for credits

Log into the American Planning Association 
website to claim your credits



Questions and Answers

Please type your questions into 
your webinar control panel

We will read your questions out 
loud, and answer as many as 
time allows

#TRBwebinar



Regan Schnug, AICP
Senior Project Manager, Kimley-Horn

• 17 years of experience as an aviation 
planning consultant. 

• Leads the development of aviation planning 
studies specializing in aviation economic 
impact studies, state aviation system plans, 
and airport land use compatibility

• Contributed to several statewide planning 
projects, including statewide airport 
economic impact studies for Colorado, 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, and West Virginia

• Served as Principal Investigator and a 
contributing author to several national 
guidance documents ACRP and the FAA



Speaker Introductions

Georgia Twyerould, AICP
Contributing Author
Kimley-Horn

Daniel Findley, PhD, PE
Contributing Author
ITRE

Todd Green
Program Manager
CDOT Aeronautics



Webinar Agenda

1. Introductions

2. Project Purpose & Timeline

3. Project Process

4. Research & Synthesis

5. Case Examples



ACRP Synthesis 125 Panel

Panel Members
Dr. Yi Gao, Associate Professor, Purdue University
Rylan Juran, Aviation Planning Director, Minnesota DOT
Barbara Elwood Schalmo, Associate Director, C&S Companies
Bobby Walston, Director, North Carolina DOT Division of Aviation
Elie Zogheib, Airport Chief Engineer, Cleveland Airport Systems
Liaison Representative
Liying Gu, Vice President, Airports Council International
CRP Staff
Jordan Christensen, Senior Program Officer, TRB
Demisha Williams, Senior Program Assistant, TRB



Project Purpose & Timeline

Project Purpose is to provide information on:
 How airport economic impact studies 

have been communicated to 
stakeholders

 How the studies have been 
implemented to achieve objectives

What the results effects were to the 
agencies and airports involved

Timeline: March 2022 – January 2023



Project Process

 Surveys
 National Association State Aviation Officials (NASAO)
 American Association of Airport Executives (AAAE)
 American Council Internation (ACI) 

 Literature review (86 AEISs + industry resources/ publications)
 6 case examples (states, regions, airports)
 Draft report & panel review
 Final report



Research & Synthesis

Frequency of Updates Sources of Impact



Research & Synthesis

Economic Impact Study Objectives for Airports



Research & Synthesis

Intended Audience



Research & Synthesis

Dissemination Methods



Case Examples

Louisville Regional Airport Authority
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport

Airport-Specific

Regional

North Carolina Department of Transportation
Minnesota Department of Transportation
Colorado Department of Transportation

State



Case Example: St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport (PIE)

 PIE Runway Dependent Activity 



Case Example: Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ)

 John F. Kennedy Int’l (JFK)
 Newark Liberty Int’l (EWR)
 LaGuardia (LGA)
 NY Stewart Int’l (SWF)
 Teterboro (TEB)



Case Example: Louisville Regional 
Airport Authority (LRAA)

 Louisville Muhammad Ali Int’l (SDF)
 Bowman Field (LOU)



Case Example: Minnesota



Case Example: North Carolina

Legislative Mandate
(c) Economic Impact Study and Distribution Formula. – The Department of Transportation shall conduct a 
biennial economic impact study that examines the annual economic impact of each commercial service 
airport in North Carolina. The Department shall disburse AIP funds appropriated in a year to each eligible 
airport in proportion to the total economic impact of the airport, adjusted as provided in this subsection: 

(1) For an eligible airport with one of the three largest economic impacts, the airport's distribution amount 
shall be reduced by a percentage equal to the lesser of twenty percent (20%) or five percent (5%) 
multiplied by each full ten percent (10%) of economic impact calculated for that airport. The aggregate 
amount of the reduction to the eligible airports with the three largest economic impacts is the amount to be 
redistributed to the remaining eligible airports as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(2) For an eligible airport that does not have one of the three largest economic impacts, the airport's 
distribution amount shall be increased based upon the following formula:

a. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the redistribution amount shall be distributed equally.

b. Seventy-five percent (75%) of the redistribution amount shall be based upon the airport's share of 
passenger boardings compared to the total number of passenger boardings used for all airports 
receiving a distribution pursuant to this subdivision



Case Example: North Carolina



Case Study: North Carolina



Case Study: North Carolina

Tracking the Reach of the Study



Case Study: North Carolina

Social Media Engagement



Case Study: Colorado

Infographics



Case Study: Colorado

Project Website



Case Study: Colorado

Animated Flight Maps


Microsoft Game DVR

[1V6] Animated Flight Map on Vimeo - Google Chrome





Case Study: Colorado

Real Life Stories



Case Study: Colorado

Unique Airport Videos



Case Study: Colorado



Summary of Findings

AEISs are becoming more common place at airport, 
region, and state level. 

Communicated and implemented across a variety 
of media and venues 
 Traditional deliverables are still heavily used
 Web-based products are on the rise 

Important to select dissemination method based 
on intended audience and message
 Most valuable when developed to be public 

facing



FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

 Regan.Schnug@kimley-horn.com

 Georgia.Twyerould@kimley-horn.com

 Daniel_Findley@ncsu.com 

Report available here: 
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/
27227/communication-implementation-and-
outcomes-of-airport-economic-impact-
studies

Scan for the Report

mailto:Regan.Schnug@kimley-horn.com
mailto:Georgia.Twyerould@kimley-horn.com
mailto:Daniel_Findley@ncsu.com


Today’s Presenters

Georgia Twyerould, AICP
Georgia.Twyerould@kimley-horn.com 

Daniel Findley, PhD, PE
Daniel_Findley@ncsu.edu 

Todd Green
Todd.Green@state.co.us  

Regan Schnug, AICP
Regan.Schnug@kimley-horn.com  

mailto:Georgia.Twyerould@kimley-horn.com
mailto:Daniel_Findley@ncsu.edu
mailto:Todd.Green@state.co.us
mailto:Regan.Schnug@kimley-horn.com


Other Events for You:

October 22, 2024
TRB Webinar: Military Resources and Strategies to Improve 

Civilian Airport Resiliency

October 24, 2024
TRB Webinar: Developing a Culture of Innovation in Airports

https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/events

https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/events


Subscribe to the newsletter for the most recent 
TRB news & research: 

https://bit.ly/ResubscribeTRBWeekly 

https://bit.ly/ResubscribeTRBWeekly


https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/trb-dei-video-
competition 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/trb-dei-video-competition
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/trb-dei-video-competition


Get involved with TRB

Receive emails about upcoming webinars: 
https://mailchi.mp/nas.edu/trbwebinars 

Find upcoming conferences: 
https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/events

Transportation Research Board

@NASEMTRB

@NASEMTRB

https://mailchi.mp/nas.edu/trbwebinars
https://www.nationalacademies.org/trb/events
https://www.linkedin.com/company/transportation-research-board-of-the-national-academies/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/transportation-research-board-of-the-national-academies/
https://twitter.com/nasemtrb
https://twitter.com/nasemtrb
https://www.facebook.com/NASEMTRB/
https://www.facebook.com/NASEMTRB/


Get Involved with TRB

Be a Friend of a Committee bit.ly/TRBcommittees
 Networking opportunities
 May provide a path to Standing Committee membership

Join a Standing Committee bit.ly/TRBstandingcommittee

Work with CRP https://bit.ly/TRB-crp 

Update your information www.mytrb.org 

Getting involved is free!

http://bit.ly/TRBcommittees
http://bit.ly/TRBstandingcommittee
https://bit.ly/TRB-crp
http://www.mytrb.org/


Get involved with ACRP

Visit us online: 
www.trb.org/ACRP 

http://www.trb.org/ACRP


ACRP Recorded Webinars

Have you missed a past ACRP webinar that you wish you 
could have attended?

No worries! All ACRP webinars are recorded and posted to 
TRB’s website for viewing at any time. 

There are over 100 webinar recordings on a variety of 
aviation topics available to you at:

https://www.nationalacademies.org/events
Select “Past Events” tab and search for “TRB Webinars”.

Copyright © 2024
National Academy of Sciences.  All rights reserved.

https://www.nationalacademies.org/events
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