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* * * 

About 50,000 typical cross-sections of highway :projects sub-: 
mitted since 1930 by the several State highway departments to the 
U. s. Bureau 9f Public Roads wero examined. Taking a 3½ to 4 per cent 
sample of these for study and analysis, 2,000 representative designs 
were selected. Since the 2-lane highways represent 95 per cent of all 
types of highway mileage in the United States, 1,300 primary 2-lane 
rural highHays in this group of 2,000 cross-sections were considered 
for the initial study. 

Figures in the summary table on the next page showing trends· 
in construction on roads 1.L~der State control are based on the relative 
dominances of the item in use in each State and then ~ummarized ac
cording to the relative number of States utilizing similar practice. 
The figures have no reference to mileage constructed. 

The findings definitely indicate a progressive widening of 
roadbed surfaces and shoulders, the flattening of crowns and of 
slopos of shoulders and gutters, as well as the flnttening and rou.11.d
ing of cut a.11.a. fill slopes and increasing right-of-way widths. 

These trends are indicative of the growing emphasis now 
placed on principles of landscape architecture in the developme:r:1t 
of America's highways. 

*Also see ''Design of the Highway Cross-Section11 by W. H. Simonson, 
Proceedings, Highway Research Board, Vol. 17, 1938. 
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~ es : gures g upe 1n vert c co umns wi p~en eses a r1 :i:e:present tho relative ~d. o~~ach in order ; fo r instance , in Table I , W I was the most used width of sraded road
th • 1
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was second and 24 ' was the t hird most used width in low t nie construction during 

lQT 1~2 period1 Simi l arly, in T~ble II, 9' lanes \\'ere most used , - fl' l anes wer e second, and 
Stat ets wthere ~hird in usei based on the number of typical cr oss- sections submitted by the 
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