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, About 50,000 typical cross—sections of highway projects sub=
mitted since 1930 by the several State highway departments to the
U. S. Bureau of Public Roads werc examined. Taking a 3% to 4 per cent
sample of these for study and analysis, 2,000 representative designs
were gselected, Since the 2-lane highways represent 95 per cent of all
types of highway mileage in the United States, 1,300 primary 2-lane
rural highways in this group of 2,000 cross—sections were considered
for the initial study.

Fignures in the summary table on the next page showing trands
in construction on roads under State control are based on the relative
dominances of the item in use in each State and then summarized ac-
cording to the relative number of States utilizing similar practice.
The figures have no referance to mileage constructed.

The findings definitely indicate a progressive widening of
roadbed surfaces and shoulders, the flattening of crowns and of
slopes of shoulders and gutters, as well as the flattening and round-
ing of cut and fill slopes and increasing right—of-way widths.

These trends are indicative of the growing emphasis now
placed on principles of landscape architecture in the development
of America's highways.

*Also see "Design of the Highway Cross—Section" by W. H. Simonson,
Proceedings, Highway Research Board, Vol. 17, 1938.



SUMMARY TABULATION SHOWING TENDS IN CONSTRUCTION
ON PRIMARY TWO-LANE HIGHWAYS UNIER STATE CONTZOL
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