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(Delaware, Marylcind, Ohio, Pennsylvania, District of Columbia) 

FEBRUARY 21-28 
AND MARCH l 

This mee ting preceded the 1'First Short Course in .Hitd,way Development, " 
February 28 and March 1, 19~1, at Olio State University ,ihich was also att«1dld 
by the representatives of the Public Roads Administration and of the varj 
States comprising District 10. 1 

\ Informal discussion covered these questions: 

\ 
~DERAL•AID PROGRAM· Adequacy of 1-percent fund , Pennsylvania and Ohl 
'liiere of the opinion that 1 percent is not adequate to accaiipl i sh comprehen1'l• 
roa9slde developnen. Desirability of incorporating as many basic operation, 
in general co1'\9 tructlon ln order that l percent may be expended for 11eedln1, 
P18llting, and llllllchlng operations. 

PLAN ~ARATIClll • Roadside deve _9pment with general c;on,tructiqn, Sepautt 
contract pructice in District 10 varies but a greater part is under separ•t 
contract, althou((h available tops$fil is salvaged under general contract and 
either stock-piled or placed on fill slopes. 

ROADSIDE DEVELOPMENT • BY CONTRACT OR FORCE .\CCOUNT: 

KarylrJrld has done work by contract . 
Pinn~ylvania has done no work by contract but is preparing now 

to include basic operations in construction contracts , 
Delaware has used a combination of contract and force a~count, 
Ohio baa used both methods and favors the contra~t; since work 

comes ot times l'l'hen ma lntensnce and repair forces ate busiest, 
force accoun t involves putting on e1ttra men for seasonal worlt. 
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pfacussion pointed out that basic (nonssaaone!) operation• are better 
ontract and that seasonal work like 11eedin1, plantln1, etc., 1nay be 

er cunder force account. There is lus administrative v.-orry, ln the way 
tt•r se of equipment and hiring and firing personnel, when work h done by 

I •"pen 
c:Ofltrsctor, 

AND METHOD OF PLANTING· Merit of trench method wlth • lope nulch• 

b tween trenches. 
111 8 

SAND r,{ETI:IODS OF SEEDING AND SODDING: 

Use of commercial fertilizers. 
Best thickness for sod. 
Wide \ariAtion in methods makes comparison difficult, 

Delaware sods all slopes. 
Maryland plants vines on slopes. 
()hio uses 2-inch straw mulch. 

modifications in mowed areas, etc. 

rtATE MAINTAINED NURSERIES · It was the general feeling that the m11i11te­
t111ftce of nurseries by a highway department to produce stock ·is not advi • ablth 

llll)IAN STRIP PLANTING - Minimum widths in which it i • advisable to plant 
trees, A field inspection was m~de as described below to determine the possi• 

lities of proper ?lanting es an aid to highway •afety, especially ln connec• 
tlllll with divlded highway construr.tion typi fyinf sta1e development problems. 

' ,· 
' .• 

Nearly 200 ye~rs a~o, George Washington wrote: 
'We ruin the lands that are already cleared and either 
cut down more wood, if we have it, or emigrate into the 
western country• • •. A half, a third. or even a 
fourth of what lend we mangle, well-wrought and prop­
erly dressed, would produce more than the whole under 
our system of management: yet such ts the force of 
habtt that we cannot aepart from tt. 1 
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