DISTRICT 6 GROUP MEETING — FORT WORTH, TEXAS
JAC L. GUBBELS, Coordinator

(Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas)

nin the discussion of soils, it was recognized that the various States
{1 have preference for methods of classifying and showing soi! types. The
".,;l fication as worked out by the Kansas Highway Department is an excellent
3 'o.d[to the problem; however, in this district, the engineers and field
specify soil types by numbers. The soil isldivided into ten types and
the engineers find this to be a simplified method.

nThe discussion on the shoulder problem in median strip areas brought
out the fact that the Southwest is lacking in snitable material for median
irip planting in most instances. It was agreed that all median strip devel-
ments depend upon the individual development. Whereas the North and East
5 ave to consider the problems of snow removal, and so on, the South has to

gider the extreme variations of climatic conditions. The selection of low-
growing shrubs and ground covers that will withstand the hot dry seasons of
the summer is limited; therefore, the method of treatment will be quite dif-
ferent from the sections where such conditions do not exist.

nft is again suggested that a small booklet showing photographic illus-
trations of roadside development with short descriptive articles be published
*_ lieu of charts, forms, and outlines. It is believed that such a publica-
“m would be of material aid to the various States.”

A typical illustrated booklet of this character covering the use of sod
‘on highway shoulders, issued November 15, 1940, by the Landscape Division of
the Texas State Highway Departmerit should be of interest to roadside engineers
in all regions, particularly in regions where similar vegetative practices
may be feasible. This booklet (Number Nine) is a discussion and illustrated
‘study of the use of grass sod shoulders. The road shoulder is a major problem
in highway maintenance, and for this reason it is worthy of much considera-
tion. It must be borne in mind that a shoulder is not a pavement; it is in-
tended only for occasional use. For such use turf is an excellent material;
it is easy to apply and economical to maintain. This means that sufficient
‘width of pavement must be provided for the traffic.

Narrow pavement and suburban roads, peor soil, soil conditions, shoulder
_Mmaintenance, asphalt roads, concrete pavement, stabilized shoulders, edges of
asphalt pavement, fire hazards, and grass sod versus weeds are topics dis-
cussed and illustrated in this timely contribution from Texas.

"It is true that there are areas where a grass sod cannot be es-
tablished, but such areas are few in comparison with the areas
where it can be grown.

—

pl: See page W38 and alse PUBLIC ROADS. Pebruary 1942 (Vol. 22, No. 12) - “Classi-
cation of Soils and Control procedures Used in Construction of Embankments.' Table
2: P. 273, is & summary of soil characteristics and classification.
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vz cutlined in the foregoing, a good grass turf from the edge
of the pavement to the right-of-way linehas great economic an:
ues. Under ordinary conditions well-zsodded shoulders are effec.‘
tive bocmise they deter traffic from the shoulders; they are
aical because they cost comparatively little %o construef
and maiutain., Also, a dense cover of good living sod over th.t
sntive vight-of-way is usvally practical snd economical becauge
rendera the sight-of-way virtually erosion-proof and ing,.
¢ the subsoils thereundzr. Furthermore, with but little
wignce as compered with expensive shoulder ttlbl!izuf!m.
ihe wellesodded shoulder will make for unity and spaciousness,
sssguently add immeasurably to the appearance and regt.
s8 of the highway.®
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Toee wirtime need for servious attention and further study of thisg !

¢ pnd move spparent in ail sections of the country. Soils expepts

SELECTION OF GRASSES -~ "A grass selected for use on
road shoulders, roadsides, drill fields, and recreation
areas should be tough and resistant to the rough usage
to which such areas are subject. Far more important
than the fine texture sought in lawn grasses is the
ability to withstand wear and tear of heavy traffirc,
Since turf onmany areas is often required on relatively
short notice, rapid growth and the abillity to "cover upt
quickly are also of major importance in the selection
of the grasses. In many cases, dust, so detrimental
to the motors of planes and other mechanized equipment,
¢an best be checked by the rapid establishment of a
ground cover. Any turf subject to wear by planes,
trucke, etc., is likely to suffer badly from scars un-
less it is composed of rapidly growing species which
heal quickly. The selection of grasses that require
minimum maintenance costs ig of considerable importance.
Other factors being equal, low-growing epecies should
be used inpreference to the upright onee, since mowing
costs often involve large sums of money.!

~=TURF CULTURE, March 1842
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