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APPENDIX IV 

REf'Oil'l'S OF DIS'l'RICT GROUP MEETINGS . 

DISTRl CT 10 GROUP }.ffi,~TIHG - COLUMBUS, OHIO 
DALLAS D .' DUPRE, JR. , COORDIN,'.TDR 

(Delaware, Maryland',' ?hio· ~nd Pennsylvania) 

FEBRUARY 25-26, 1942 

An advance report of this group meeting appeared in the 19hl published 
annual report of the Commil:,t.ee (pp, 96a..;.101a). 

District 10 has m-lde · su.pplement8.ry comrr,ents . on general soil prepara­
tion and outline of _tJpical seeding specifications aR sumrnn,rized below: 

GENER,H,: If possible, write specification to cover contract work and 
also force acconnt; this wi~.l standardiz'e reri'ults. 'l'oo 'fine a di vision of Homs 
of material and work, nec·estc;itn.ting lengthy· and ,explanatory specifications and 
numerous pay items tends· to confuse the average contractor or. bi(\der. 

Om.i.t 11adjustments 11 and 11 adjusted pay items. 11 · Allowing tolerances opens 
a project to .question and confusion. Establish 11minimums 11 to meGt district or 
area conditions and bold to them. Omit 11overhauls. 11 Later recommendations for 
UJri ts would do this. Bmergcm.c;r differences would be handled by the Engineer, 
but such arrangements should not show in the specification. The average con­
trc1,ctor feels 11 cheateci 11 when adjustments of an;;r sort are m2.de. 

Combine more upay Hems; 11 combine stages leading up to seeding, for 
instance, as much as possible. 

Include mulching, probably as a separ2te item. Peat, moss should be 
11soil amonding material" rather than 11fertilizcr amendment. 11 

All materials sampled by the Engin8er, ,<J.nd in advance, always. 

Available fertilizer formulas suitable for nse to be estabiished and 
no substitutions permitted. This would eliminate disputes, varying rates of ap­
plication, etc. Same would apply wherever tolerances were allowed. 

All 11testablen materials to be automatically tested, 

Allow no variationsj omit such references from specifications. 

11 Time for starting all operations at the direction of the Engineer11 

will eliminate several sentences yet accomplish something. 

Depth of plowing and harrowing to be decided for each project rather 
than a set depth in general specification3. This wonld take care of local soil 
types, slope heights and degrees, etc., being more flexible and satisfactory. 
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Size of clods , etc·., !(VlY be too large (3- in.) for best seeding results . 

"Time II for seeding· and rolling· should be covered by 1 tern. 

Good results have been obtained by inexpensive harrowing- in of see9 , ·, · 

l
though this covers the seed an · average of one inch. "Rolling" will not ·11cover 11 

a il .geed ih all so s • . · . 

Roller weight variable , not over, 65 lb. p.er each foot of width for heavy 
soils, variable 100 t .o 200 lb. per foot of wi.dth. for loo.se soils •. 

. ' . ' 

•'The cultipaQker i .~ an ex~ellent and quick method for rollirig in. seed , 
but especially .fine· for br~eking clods. · 

' J • • 

Qu'esti6n the 11maintenance 11 ·of the grass , although sho~ld be done :i,.f . . ·­
ptoject extends through a growing season. This generally results from dilatory 
methods of. the qontrac:tor. Careful specifj.cation and close inspectioI?, of the 
work from start to finish , and f3,c ceptance of the work as ·soon as the Jas:t, .opera-. 
tion is pe1~fo.:rmed . will give .considerably lower bids , and practicalJ,y the same . 
Tesults. as 'c.o~pared to a 11 guarant.ee}1 peri9d. Fe~eral-aid_projects normally do 
n0t pernrl: t 11ma:intenance II items . 

METHOD OF MEASUREMENT. · Combine several. ~terns a.s o~e item; u~.e 11surfacc~1
: 

units whene'!'e:r:' possible; do not have units too laz:ge, so as to ha.ve "split" unit.s 
for payment , nor .. too small , resulting in a tiny unit price . . 11hese recc;,mmenda­
tiohs will eliminate Qo11si<;ierable engineering costs ( c.ro.ss- se.ctioning , etq. ) , and 
simplify insp~ction. For examp~e , sand placed 2- in. peep. over 1000 sq. ft ., in­
corporated. to a. st_ated depth al'.ld paid for as 11Preparir,g Seeded Areas II or "Reno-
vating ·Ex:Lstir;.g .Soil," by sq. yds . or 1000 sq. ft . . • •. .. . . . 

Combining items as recommended will simplify and clarify "Basis of Pay-
m_ent . 11 

FEBRUARY 25- 26, i943 

. It is intere~ting to .n.ote thc;l.t the Ohio 11Thirq Short Course on Righway 
Development." coinc:i,ded with the e~ct dates of the very successful meeting held •. 
t _he previous year at the Ohio · State University. The 1943 attendance was even . 
more gratifying and the discussion of highway maintenance and othe.r problems 
caused or -rendered more a.cute by ;the '\'lar _prought out the importance of .sharing 

t
expe;t'iences in th.e solving ·or some of the.,problems peculiarly associated· with 
he emergency. · 

·, 

w . · . Compelline; conditions may .'bring a}J.out ch;anges in the future highway plan 
t hioh w~ll require discussion and study. Every conference should stimu.lat,e in­

ti:rest in future planning. At this meeting , in keeping with the needs of the 
e , the planning of post- war hig}1Y1ay was . on. the agenda. 

d~ For copies· of the illus'!:,rated ·r~port, pf 'these ' interesti~g '11teetings , ad,-
u.r:ss Mr. C?a~~les ~-•· Sutton_,· p~part!1leflt of, 'A?riculture· an_d. Lands~~p_e ~rchitec~­
sea ' The. -O~io .. St ate :Ul}ive;rsity, Columbus , Ohio , or Mr. Dallas D. Dupre , Jr. , tand-

pe Architect, Department of Highways, Columbus, Ohio. 




