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INTRODUCTION

This compilation has been made from an informal interchange of informatiun
on roadside maintenance among men in charge of roadside development work in a nunicss
of the States. It is not intended as a complete treatise on roadside maintenance o
a statement of hard and fast recommendations, It is hoped, however, that this sun-
mary of practices found to be workable in a number of States in 1942 and 1943 will
be helpful to all in carrying on in 1944 with whatever equlpment labor and mateii-
als are-available for roadside Administration.

In addition to information supplied by landscape engineers and roadside de-
velopment engineers of a number of States, additional information on wartime rcad-
side maintenance practices of States not otherwise covered was furnished by Mr.
George B. Gordon, Public Roads Administration.

As the firrt sudden wave of wartime economy in the maintenance of roadsidss
subsided, and there was the opportunity for careful consideration of the effects of
the economy practices, it was generally found that the elimination of some items of
roadside maintenance resulted in increased cost of other general highway maintenanc
operations; some tended toward decreasing the safety of highway travel; some en-
dangered crop production; and some reacted against the recreational needs of a pub-
lic that is under the rush and strain of wartime work.

Although fully realizing the need for economy, and for conservation of labo
equipment, and materials under present wartime conditions, it is thought that the
curtailment of most, or perhaps all items of roadside maintenance is to be preferre
rather than the complete elimination of some of the maintenance operations. The ¢
rent problem is not one of maintaining the best roadside appearance; rather it is
one of helping to keep highways safe and efficient, and to keep under control any
effects that would cause a permanent loss of the investments made in past years in
the nation's roadsides.

Erosion Control. Roadside erosion has an effceect on all otner highway mein-
tenance, Soil eroded from slopes into roadsice gutters must be remcved or endanpgsr
the surfacing of the highway, particularly if it is a flexible typ=, FRuts or sn2ll
washes in shoulders present a hazard to traffic and must not be neglected any more
then the pouring of pavement cracks. :





















