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THE Project Committee on Stabilized Turf Shoulders presented, through the Highway 
Research Board ' s Highway Research Correlation Service Circular No. 164 of May 1952, 
a summary of its findings, g~ving reconrrnendations for construction and maintenance, 
a statement of questions still to be answered, and a bibliography. No information 
has been obtained which would change the recommendations except in details as given 
herewith. Additional recent data are also given. 

For the specification of the surface course of a stabilized turf shoulder 
the current specification, for stabilized surface courses, of the American Associa
tion of State Highway Officials should be used. The current specifica.tion is AASHO 
Designation: Ml-47-49. (l)* 

Recent studies of the performance of concrete pavements by the Highway Re
search Board Committee on Haintenance of Concrete Pavement as Related to the Pumping 
Action of Slabs have shown the value of selection of shoulder material for nonshrink 
characteristics, compaction to a density of not less than 95 percent of standard. 
(AASHO T99-49) 1 a nd adequate shoulder maintenance. (2) 

The Highway Research Board Conunittee on Geometric Highway Design has pre
pared Research Problem Statement Number 13 11Geometric Design of Highway Shoulders •11 

This study, when completed, will undoubtedly provide answers to the questions of 
what cross-section design of turf shoulders should be recomrnended and additional 
data on the costs of construction and maintenance of various tYPes of shoulders. 
Valuable data have been presented recent~ on these comparative costs. (3) Aver
age unit bid prices received by the New York State Department of Public Works in 
1952 on three contracts for which the specification of stabilized turf shoulder 
construction is given in the preceeding reference varied from $0.153 to $0.323 per 
square yard. These prices compare very favorably with those reported at our meet
ing last year. (4) 

H. c •. Nikola of Rutgers University has advised the New York State Depart
ment of Public Works that f requent moderately heavy rains amounting to an accumu
lative fall of 2½ inches should be sufficient to remove calcium chloride used i n 
stabilizing run-of-bank gravel sufficiently to pennit a growth of turf. 
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