
REPORT OF PROJECT COMNITTEE ON PUBLICATI ONS 

Olive E. Potter, Chairman 

THE accomplishments of the Project Committee on Publications during 1952 were less 
than were hoped for, but some things were done to whi.ch we may, we feel, 11 point 
with pride11 • 

The Committee1 s first task, of course, was to prepare for publication the 
Annual Report of the 1952 meeting. This was done, with a sli~ht improvement in 
publication date over that of previous years. 

At the time of the January, 1952, meeting, two circulars were in process 
of preparation---one on Turfiug Stabilized Shoulders and the other on Ground-Cover 
Plants for Erosion Control. Considerable revision of these proved necessary; how
ever, eventually both were completed and distributed as Nos. 3 and 4. 

Next was tac'.ded the publication of George Gordon 1 s report on Parking Turn
outs and Rest Areas which was presented at the 1952 meeting. At the sumrrer meeting 
of the Committee in Princeton, l'i. J., it was decided to issue this as a Highway Re
search Board Special Report, which would make possible the use of illustrations. 
It was also decided at that time to send out with this Special Report a circular of 
transmittal which ..rould tie in the Report with the other material bein1:; issued in 
circular form and identify the Report I s place in the 11manual11 outline. (While the 
Highway Research Board does not issue uanuals, the term 11rnanual11 is used here for 
want of a better single word to describe the entire series of summaries and reports 
called for by the outline for publications set up by the Corrm:ittee at its summer 
meeting in 1951.) 

Both report and circular were prepared and sent to the Highway Research 
Board, -~din due course the Special Report appeared. However, due to complications 
about different mailing lists for Correlation Service circulars and Special Reports, 
the circular did not go out with the Special Report. The High,·1ay Research Board was 
requested to send out the circular separately, and was eventually done---we hope not 
too l2te to be effective. 

As far as the 11manual11 is concerned, progress is painfully slow towards com
pletion of the main subjects in the outline, These subjects are: correlating road
side development with highuay desien; roadsi.de development and highway construction; 
erosion control--slopes and shoulders; parkin.:::; turnouts and rest areas; landscape 
plantings; roadside oaintenance; m.echanization of roadside operations; and right of 
way and adjacent land u.se, To precede these in the final 11m.anual11 will be two in
troductory sections covering the purpose 2.:"/1 the histor.t of rwdside development. 

Here is how we stand: the subject 11 parking turnouts and rest aree.s 11 has 
been covered in the Special Report. On erosion control, one general circular on 
trends and techniques has been issued, followed by circulars dealing more speci fi
cally ,·rith three of the seven subjects under the 1:iain head 11erosion cont rol". That 
leaves four more circulars on the other phases of erosion control to come, and all 
of the material on the si.x. other r_-iain heads. 

In a number of cases, assignments for sumr.1ar1z1ng, for use in circulars, ma
terial already pr€sented to and approved by the Comr:.ittee on Roadside Developr,1ent 
1:ave been made---in fact, solemn assurances were given in January 1952 that these 
sumr.laries would shortly be forthcomin/~, but the Publications Conudttee has not seen 
the Viuterial. 
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have 
that 

In the case of some of the other subjects. no up-to-date material seems avail
Various project committees are still working on them, and until their reports 

been presented and accepted by the Committee, it will be impossible t o prepare 
section of the 11manual". This may take several years. 

However, in view of the limited time your Publications Committee has to de
vote to this project anrt the rate at which it has been possible to issue circulars 
in the past,there is a good year's work (or more) in the material which is available, 
providing it is asserr~led by the various Project Committee Chaim.en responsible f or 
it and submitted to the Publications Cornr.,ittee. 

It may well be that in planning the future work of this Cammi ttee on Road
side Development, a different organization and different objectives will be set up. 
1,,fhile some members of the Committee have been most interested and cooperative, giv
in8 considerable time and effort to furthering this publications project, la.ck of 
help and support and an apparent apathy on the part of others lead me to believe that 
at least some of the members of the CorMnittee consider it of doubtful value. It is, 
of course, for the Hiehway Research Board and the Committee as a. whole to estab-
lish the policy for the future. 

If it is decided to continue along present lines, the Publications Committee 
recommends: 

1. That it concentrate during 1953 on that material which is already avail
able, particularly on completing the importa.nt and timely subject of erosion control, 
so that a bulletin on that subject may be issued as soon as possible. 

2. That at this meeting a definite program for 1953 publications be set up, 
with a decision on which subjects circulars will be prepared and a time speci fied 
when the material for each must be in the hands of the Publications Committee. 

3, That the outline be reviewed for those subjects on which no up-to-date 
material is available, and the proper project committee chairman be assigned the 
task of carrying on further research or assembling and correlating accepted proced
ure and experience, to be reported at a future meeting and subsequently prepared for 
publication as circular or bulletin and, eventually, for its place in the "manual". 

4. And, finally, that it be stressed once more, as forcibly as possible, 
that the Publications Committee was set up to serve the Gor.m:ittee on Roadside De
velopment by disseminating the information it has gathered and thus enhance the 
value of the Committee's work. It is dependent on every member of the whole Com
mittee for its usefulness; it can accomplish nothing unless furnished the material 
with which to work. 

If it is decided to continue the project, I feel sure that this Committee, 
or any other named, will give its best efforts to spread the gospel of good road
side development practices. By its inherent meaning, 11 research11 stands for contin
uing progress and search for knowledee. If the final answer could be found on any 
subject, there would be no further need for research. It is obvious that in so 
relatively young an activity as roadside development, there can be few hard-and
fast rules laid dovm by this or any other body. However, what is known, what has 
been tried and discarded, what is being tried and is, or appears to be, successful, 
what still needs to be found out----all these are essential guideposts for those 
working for better highways throughout the nation. In providing the widest possible 
distribution of the information it has garnered through the years, the Committee on 
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Roadside Development can justify its existence and the time and effort given so gen
erously to its work, and effectively further the objectives of roadside development 
in contributing to the utility, safety, economy, and beauty of our highways. 

SlJPPLEl.-lENTARY REPORT 

Made at Closing Business Meeting, January 16, 1953 
On Publications Program for 1953 

The Publications Committee has held two meetings this week and set up some 
recorrnnendations for the 1953 publications program, providing such a program meets 
with the approval of the new Chairman and is considered desirable under the reorgan
ized activities of the Committee on Roadside Development. 

In addition to preparation and publications of the Annual Report, here is 
the program recCIIIIllended: 

1. C01r.pletion of the four remaining erosion-control circulars---on ferti
lizers and soil amendments for all types of vegetative cover; seeding; 
sprigging and sodding; and structure installations. 

2. Circular on tree pruning. 

3. Bulletin or Special Report on mechanization of roadside operations. 

4. Dependent, of course, on when we received the remaining erosion-control 
material, a bulletin (or Special Report) on erosion control. 

The report on border control and adjacent land use, as presented on Tuesday 
afternoon, was most interesting and valuable, but it is not, in the Committee's 
opinion, sufficiently complete for publication as a bulletin to cover No. X in the 
publications outline, since all the subjects called for in the outline were not in
cluded. It is a good start, and when the necessary additional material has been 
prepared, reviewed by the Committee and accepted• will be the basis for a bulletin 
on that subject. 

At the request of Chainnan Neale, George Gordon has prepared outlines on the 
subjects ''Correla tine; Roadside Development with Highway Design" and 11Roa.dside De
velopment and Highway Construction11 • One of the Publications Committee1 s sessions 
this week was given over to a review, with Nr. Gordon, of these outlines. In the 
expanded outline on Roadside Development and Highway Design, the Committee feels 
there is the rough draft of a very useful circular which would state the reasons for 
considerinr roadside development in the design stage, and some broad principles ap
plying to itt and therefore recommends that such a circular be included in the 1953 
program. 

When it comes to the preparation of a bulletin on those subjects---design 
and construction---the Publications Committee recommends that they be handled to
gether, in one bulletin, under some such title as 11Correlating Roadside Development 
With Highway Design and Construction11 • The two subjects are so closely related 
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that it is difficult to separate them; to do so would mean going back over much of 
the same ground in the discussion of construction as is covered in the one on design. 

These are the Publication Committee's recommendations. If they meet with 
the approval of the Garunittee on Roadside Development, there should be, we feel, a 
definite decision this morning on the following points: 

1. From Dr. Monteith: a positive date or dates on which he will have in the 
Committee1 s hands the material for the three circulars on his subjects. (Note: date 
given, }larch 15.) 

2. From Mr. Simonson: a definite date when the material on structure in
stallations will be received from Mr. Izzard. (Note: date given, May 15.) 

3. From Mr. Garmhausen: a date when the material for the bulletin or 
Special Report on mechanization of roadside operations will be ready. (Note: date 
given, ~~rch 15.) 




