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I n th i s d i scuss ion I s h a l l not a t tempt to approach the so lu t ion to the p r o b l e m , bu t I 
w o u l d l i k e to acquaint you w i t h the magnitude of the p r o b l e m . The Bureau of Pub l i c 
Roads d u r i n g the pas t f e w yea r s has been d i s p l a c i n g an average of 55,000 f a m i l i e s and 
businesses each y e a r . L a s t year we d isp laced 36,000. The d rop was caused by a new 
l a w and the gea r ing up to new opera t ions . I n add i t ion , there a re about 30,000 f a m i l i e s 
and businesses be ing d isp laced each yea r by p r o g r a m s of the Depar tmen t of Hous ing 
and Urban Development . Disp lacements f r o m p r o g r a m s of o ther f e d e r a l agencies, 
such as open space, u rban p a r k s , schoo l s , and u rban mass t r a n s i t , average 3,500 
f a m i l i e s a yea r . Througi iou t the coun t ry there a re also numerous d isp lacements r e 
s u l t i n g f r o m a c t i v i t i e s by i n d u s t r y and the p r i v a t e sec to r . A l toge the r t o t a l d i sp lace 
men t averages 80,000 f a m i l i e s and businesses a y e a r . 

I n c i t i e s where the popula t ion i s 100,000 o r m o r e , the average house i s 50 yea r s 
o l d . Of the houses 15 to 50 yea r s o l d , 26 to 35 percen t a re de f i c i en t acco rd ing to 
s tandards of decency, sa fe ty , and san i t a t ion . F o r the next 10 o r 20 y e a r s , th i s s i t ua 
t i on w i l l w o r s e n . The houses w i l l get o l d e r . Replacement houses are not be ing p r o 
v ided i n u rban areas at the same ra te as d isp lacements a re o c c u r r i n g . Close to 50 
pe rcen t of the f a m i l i e s i n A m e r i c a cannot a f f o r d to buy a house that costs m o r e than 
$20,000, and the average cost of a new rep lacemen t house i s c u r r e n t l y $20,000 o r 
m o r e . 

Another a l a r m i n g f a c t o r that we m u s t begin p lann ing f o r now i s the popula t ion ex
p l o s i o n . D u r i n g the next decade b i r t h s and i n c r e a s i n g the longev i ty of l i f e w i l l m o r e 
than double the number of people on the ea r th and create a t remendous need not on ly 
f o r hous ing , but a lso f o r space and many other f a c i l i t i e s and s e r v i c e s that w i l l l ead to 
env i ronmen ta l q u a l i t y p r o b l e m s . 

Disp lacement deals w i t h soc i a l p r o b l e m s because many people r e q u i r e some f i n a n 
c i a l and s o c i a l assis tance i n o r d e r to accompl i sh r e l o c a t i o n . T h i s means that pay
ments a re added i n f e d e r a l h ighway and renewal p r o g r a m s , bu t other ob jec t ives and 
goals demand that o ther r e sources have to be tapped i n l o c a l , county, s ta te , and f e d e r a l 
governments to b r i n g together a l l the f o r c e s of assis tance r e q u i r e d by an e f f e c t i v e r e 
loca t ion p r o g r a m . 
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