PIARC

Network of Experience

he Permanent International

Association of Road Congresses

(PIARC) will hold its XXth

Congress in Montreal, Canada,
September 3-9, 1995. This event is ex-
pected to attract more than 3,000 spe-
cialists and experts from all over the
world.

The 1995 congress provides an excel-
lent opportunity for North American par-
ticipation, building on the increasing level
of U.S. involvement in PIARC resulting
from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion’s renewal of U.S. membership in
PIARC a few years ago. The American
Association of State Highway and Trans-
portation Officials and the Transportation
Research Board have also helped expand
U.S. participation.

PIARC, founded in Paris in 1909, is the
oldest international organization dealing
with roads and road engineering. Its aim,
within the context of wider transportation
policies, is to enhance international coop-
eration and foster progress in the formula-
tion of road transport policies, the plan-
ning, construction, improvement, and
maintenance of roads, and the operation
and management of road systems.

A world congress at which specialists
from all continents take stock of road
techniques is held every four years.
PIARC also organizes other major techni-
cal events, specifically international win-
ter road congresses.

The association has almost 20 perma-
nent committees and various work groups
composed of specialists from more than 60
countries, making it the world’s largest
network of experts on road technology.
PIARC’s world congresses present an

38 TR News 177, March-April 1995

opportunity for these groups to report on
their research and activities.

National reports are another feature of
the congresses. These reports are submit-
ted by member countries at PIARC’s invi-
tation and deal with specific questions
selected for debate. In preparation for the
congresses, the association invites its
member countries to make their opinions
known on subjects or questions. Reports
from individual countries are then sum-
marized for debate. At the Montreal
Congress four questions will be debated:
performance management of road admin-
istrations, transportation and urban space
planning, attainment of quality in road-
works, and new techniques for pavement
strengthening and maintenance.

In addition the association asks the
congress host country to arrange special
sessions on subjects of its choice. In Mon-
treal, participants will have the opportu-
nity to debate major issues of the day in a
ministerial session on the theme of road
security, and in other sessions on large
cities, countries of Latin America, the
North American Free Trade Agreement,
and the African Road Maintenance Pro-
gram implemented by the World Bank.

A major road exhibition is always part
of PIARC congresses. In light of the inter-
est sparked by leading-edge technologies,
the theme New Ways To Manage High-
ways has been selected for the exhibition

. at the Montreal Congress. National delega-

tions from more than a dozen countries
will attend to present their achievements
to decision makers, specialists, businesses,
and road industry organizations from
around the world.

PIARC is constantly seeking to adapt to

a changing world and has thus developed a
strategic plan to guide its activities. PIARC
members hope that with this plan, which
will be discussed at the Montreal Congress,
the association will be in a position to con-
tinue to serve the international community
well in the field of road infrastructure.
Contact AIPCR/PIARC, La Grande
Arche-Paroi Nord—Niveau 1, 92055 Paris
La Défense, CEDEX 04, France [telephone
(33) (1) 47 96 81 21, fax (33) (1) 49 00 02
02]; or XXth World Road Congress, 1200
avenue McGill College, Bureau 1620, Mon-
tréal (Québec), H3B 4G7, Canada (telephone
514-864-1220, fax 514-873-1995).



