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Why has the COVID-19 pandemic been so 
challenging?

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/03/20/815408287/how-the-novel-
coronavirus-and-the-flu-are-alike-and-different



Each type of test has its own limitations

PCR-based or 
antigen tests

indicate whether 
currently infected only

if high viral load

Antibody-based tests
indicate whether 

previously infected 
but not whether immune

to further infection



What we know about how COVID is transmitted

UW HR’s COVID-19 Employment Accommodation for High-
Risk Employees

https://www.world-heart-federation.org/resources/covid-19-transmission/



Measures that we know reduce risk of 
transmission of COVID-19

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/care/posters.aspx



It is particularly important to protect  individuals at 
higher risk for severe symptoms



How this specifically relates to air travel

Critical to:
• Maintain social distancing in airport and on planes
• Require employees and travelers to wear face coverings
• Require HEPA filtration systems to be used on ALL planes
• Frequently disinfect high-touch surfaces and provide ready access to hand sanitizer
• Thoroughly disinfect planes between flights
• Provide additional warnings for high-risk individuals



Protecting public health and safety is a right 
reserved to the states under federalism

Powers Delegated to
National Government
• Regulate trade
• Coin money
• Armed forces
• Declare war
• Establish post office
• Establish courts

Powers Reserved to
State Government
• Public education
• Punish criminals
• Protect public health and 

safety
• Conduct elections
• Establish local govts
• Make marriage laws

Concurrent
Powers

• Law & order
• Taxes
• Borrow money
• Take land for public 

use
• Provide for public 

welfare



Example: Washington State’s Phased Approach

https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/chart-washingtons-phased-approach

• Each phase will last a minimum
of three weeks

• Exact triggers/metrics for moving 
to next phase (or reinstating 
restrictions) still TBD

• Counties allowed to apply to 
move to next phase when they 
have met requirements



Nonetheless, there are critical roles for federal 
government and need for national guidance

• Managing supply chain for essential items (e.g., test kits, PPE, face coverings)
• Providing guidance for interstate and international travel
• Setting national standards/making available tools for contact tracing and associated data 

collection and sharing
• Issuing protections for our nation’s most vulnerable (e.g., residents in long-term care 

facilities)
• Providing fiscal relief for states, local governments, businesses and individuals



How this specifically relates to air travel

Critical need for:
• National guidance for safe practices in airports and on airplanes so that travelers can expect 

consistently safe experiences as they travel to/from different states in the U.S.
• National repository for flight manifests that includes contact information for all travelers that 

all local health jurisdictions can access for contact tracing
• National communications campaign for employees and travelers about the importance of 

adhering to all of these measures both in airports and on planes
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