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APPENDIX A

QUEST¡ONNAIRES FOR SURVEY OF HIGHWAY AGENCIES

Version 1 - for state highway agencies that use
AASHTO ISD policy without
modification

Version 2 -- lor state highway agencies that have
modified AASHTO ISD policy

Version 3 - for local highway agencies (in both
urban and rural areas)
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VERSION 1

SURVEY ON CURRENT POLICIES FOR
INTERSECTION SIGHT DISTANCE DESIGN

The following survey on intersection sight distance (ISD) is being conducted as part of the National Cooperative
Highway Resea¡ch Program (NCHRP), which is sponsored by the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHIù/A). Your
responses to a few questions concerning your agency's geometric design policies for ISD would be appreciated.

1. The AASHTO Green Book presents ISD policies for six cases identified below. Please indicate what policy
your agency uses for each case (use codes I through 5 given below):

Case I (No Control)
Case II (YIELD Control)
Case IIIA (STOP Control--

Crossing Maneuver)
Case IIIB (STOP Control--

Left-Turn Maneuver)
Case IIIC (STOP Control--

Right-Turn Maneuver)
Case IV (Signal Control)

I = Use policy in 1990 AASHTO Green Book
2 = Use policy in 1984 AASHTO Green Book
3 = Use State policy which differs from AASHTO
4 = Do not consider this case

5 = Other (specify)

Vy'e would appreciate receiving a copy of your state's ISD design policy, if it differs from AASHTO.

2. What is your agency's assessment of the suitability of the current AASHTO ISD criteria for each case (use
codes I through 4 given below):

Case I (No Control)
Case II (YIELD Control)
Case IIIA (STOP Control--

Crossing Maneuver)
Case IIIB (STOP Control--

Left-Turn Maneuver)
Case IIIC (STOP Control--

Right-Turn Maneuver)
Case IV (Signal Control)

1=
a_

Sight distance required by AASHTO is longer than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver
Sight distance required by AASHTO is shorter than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver
Sight distance required by AASHTO is about right
No opinion or don't know

l=
Q=
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3. If your agency has established ISD criteria that differ from the AASHTO Green Book, do your agency's criteria
apply to (check appropriate response):

State-funded projects only
Both Federal and State-funded projects
Not applicable

4. Does your agency consider all six cases to be necessary for ISD design. 

- 

YES _ NO

Please identify any of the six cases that, in your opinion could be dropped or combined with other cases. Your
comments about why these cases could be dropped would be appreciated.

5. Does your agency have a separate ISD design policy for rehabilitation (RRR) projects that differs from the
design policy for new construction/reconstruction projects? _ YES _ NO

If YES, we would appreciate receiving a copy of that design policy.

6. Do your agency's ISD criteria vary by functional class? In other words, do you have different ISD values that
apply to different functional classes ofroad (arterials, collectors, local streets, etc.)? YES _ NO

7. Does your agency request or utilize design exceptions for ISD when it is impractical to provide the full ISD
required by the AASHTO Green Book or your agency's design policy? _ YES _ NO

Vy'hat geometric design or traffic control modifications are considered by your agency at intersections where the
full ISD required by AASHTO or State policies cannot be provided (please describe):



8. Some highway agencies have suggested the need to modify some or all of the six ISD cases using alternative
concepts that differ from the current AASHTO model. For example, several State highway agencies have
adopted ISD criteria for Cases IIIB and IIIC based on gap acceptance rather than on the cunent AASHTO
model. Please identify any cases for which, in your opinion, an alternative to the current AASHTO model may
be appropriate and any alternative models or assumptions that you think should be considered:

9. The AASHTO Green Book includes a procedure for ISD at at-grade ramp terminals. This procedure is a
special case of ISD Cases IIIB and IIIC.

Does your agency use the AASHTO ramp terminal procedure for ISD? _ yES _ NO

If NO, does your agency have its own ramp terminal procedure for ISD? _ yES _ NO

Do you think that a separate at-grade ramp terminal ISD procedure should be retained in the AASHTO Green
Book?

YES, retain a separate procedure for ramp terminal ISD.

NO, eliminate the ramp terminal ISD procedure and simply state that ISD for Cases IIIB and
IIIC should be provided at ramp terminals.

10. The AASHTO Green Book does not address the sight distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway
onto a minor roadway. Does your agency have a policy concerning ISD for this maneuver?

YES NO

In your opinion, should sight distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway onto a minor roadway
be added to the AASHTO Green Book? YES _ NO

11. Does your agency policy forISD Case III apply to driveways as well as intersections?
_YES _NO

If YES, does the policy apply to commercial driveways, residential driveways, or both (check one):

Commercial driveways only
Residential driveways only
Both commercial and residential driveways

If NO, does your agency have any other sight distance policy applicable to driveways?
_YES _NO



12. A¡e there any other aspects of current ISD policy for which, in your opinion, changes should be considered?
YES NO

If YES, please explain:

13. May we have the name of an engineer in your agency that we may contact to obtain follow-up information?

Name

Agency
Title

Mailing Address:

Telephone No.:

Please mail the questionnaire to:

Mr. Douglas W. Harwood
Principal Traffic Engineer
Midwest Research Institute
425 Volker Boulevard
Kansas City, Missouri 64110

A postage-paid envelope has been provided for your response. If you have any questions or comments, please feel
free to call Mr. Harwood at (816) 753-7600" Ext. 571.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE.

MRI.MþUESTI



VERSION 2

SURVEY ON CURRENT POLICIES FOR
INTERSECTION SIGHT DISTANCE DESIGN

The following survey on intersection sight distance (ISD) is being conducted as part of the National Cooperative
Highway Resea¡ch Program (NCHRP), which is sponsored by the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Ofhcials (AASHTO) in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHV/A). Your
responses to a few questions concerning your agency's geometric design policies for ISD would be appreciated.

1. The AASHTO Green Book presents ISD policies for six cases identified below. Please indicate what policy
your agency uses for each case (use codes 1 through 5 given below):

Case I (No Control)
Case II (YIELD Control)
Case IIIA (STOP Control--

Crossing Maneuver)
Case IIIB (STOP Control--

Left-Turn Maneuver)
Case IIIC (STOP Control--

Right-Turn Maneuver)
Case IV (Signal Control)

I = Use policy in 1990 AASHTO Green Book
2 = Use policy in 1984 AASHTO Green Book
3 = Use State policy which differs from AASHTO
4 = Do not consider this case

J = Other (specify)

2. What is your agency's assessment of the suitability of the current AASHTO ISD criteria for each case (use

codes I through 4 given below):

Case I (No Control)
Case II (YIELD Control)
Case IIIA (STOP Control--

Crossing Maneuver)
Case IIIB (STOP Control--

Left-Turn Maneuver)
Case IIIC (STOP Control--

Right-Turn Maneuver)
Case IV (Signal Control)

I = Sight distance required by AASHTO is longer than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver

). = Sight distance required by AASHTO is shorter than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver

3 = Sight distance required by AASHTO is about right
4 = No opinion or don't know

3. If your agency has established ISD criteria that differ from the AASHTO Green Book, do your agency's criteria
apply to (check appropriate response):
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3. If your agency has established ISD criteria that differ from the AASHTO Green Book, do your agency's criteria
apply to (check appropriate response):

State-funded projects only
Both Federal and State-funded projects
Not applicable

4. Does your agency consider all six cases to be necessary for ISD design. YES NO

Please identify any of the six cases that, in your opinion could be dropped or combined with other cases. Your
comments about why these cases could be dropped would be appreciated.

5" Does your agency have a separate ISD design policy for rehabilitation (RRR) projects that differs from the
design policy for new construction/reconstruction projects? _ YES NO

If YES, we would appreciate receiving a copy of that design policy.

6. Do your agency's ISD criteria vary by functional class? In other words, do you have different ISD values that
apply to different functional classes ofroad (arterials, collectors, local streets, etc.)? _ YES _ NO

7. Does your agency request or utilize design exceptions for ISD when it is impractical to provide the full ISD
required by the AASHTO Green Book or your agency's design policy? _ YES _ NO

What geometric design or traffic control modifications are considered by your agency at intersections where the
full ISD required by AASHTO or State policies cannot be provided þlease describe):

8. Some highway agencies have suggested the need to modify some or all of the six ISD cases using alternative
concepts that differ from the current AASHTO model. For example, several State highway agencies have
adopted ISD criteria for Cases ItrB and IIIC based on gap acceptance rather than on the current AASHTO
model. Please identify any cases for which, in your opinion, an alternative to the current AASHTO model may
be appropriate and any alternative models or assumptions that you think should be considered:



9. From an initial review of ISD policies provided by your agency, it appears that your agency has a policy for
ISD Case(s) that differs from the policy in the AASHTO Green Book. Please explain
the rationale used by your agency in adopting these differing policies:

10. Is your agency satisfied with your own current policy for the Case(s) identihed in Question 8 or are further
changes being contemplated?

I l. From an initial review of ISD policies provided by your agency, it appears that your agency has omitted ISD
Case(s) from your design policy or manual. Please explain the rationale used by your
agency in deciding to omit these cases. Is it your agency's view that these cases could be omitted from the
AASHTO Green Book without compromising safety?

12. The AASHTO Green Book includes a procedure for ISD at at-grade ramp terminals. This procedure is a special
case of ISD Cases trIB and ItrC.

Does your agency use the AASHTO ramp terminal procedure for ISD? _ YES _ NO

If NO, does your agency have its own ramp terminal procedure for ISD? _ YES NO

Do you think that a separate at-grade ramp terminal ISD procedure should be retained in the AASHTO Green
Book?

_ YES, retain a separate procedure for ramp terminal ISD.

- 

NO, eliminate the ramp terminal ISD procedure and simply state that ISD for Cases IIIB and IIIC should' 
be provided at ramp terminals.



13. The AASHTO Green Book does not address the sight distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway
onto a minor roadway. Does your agency have a policy concerning ISD for this maneuver?

YES NO

In your opinion, should sight distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway onto a minor roadrvay
be added to the AASHTO Green Book? 

- 

YES _ NO

14. Does your agency policy for ISD Case III apply to driveways as well as intersections?
YES 

- 

NO

If YES, does the policy apply to commercial driveways, residential driveways, or both (check one):

Commercial driveways only
Residential driveways only
Both commercial and residential driveways

If NO, does your agency have any other sight distance policy applicable to driveways?
YES NO

15. Are there any other aspects of current ISD policy for which, in your opinion, changes should be considered?
YES NO

If YES, please explain:

16. May we have the name of an engineer in your agency that we may contact to obtain follow-up information?

Name
Title
Agency
Mailing Address:

Telephone No.:

Please mail the questionnaire to:

Mr. Douglas W. Harwood
Principal Traffic Engineer
Midwest Research Institute
425 Volker Boulevard
Kansas City, Missouri 64110

A postage-paid envelope has been provided for your response. If you have any questions or comments, please feel
free to call Mr, Harwood at (816) 753-7600, Ext. 571.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE.
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VERSION 3

SURVEY ON CURRENT POLICIES FOR
INTERSECTION SIGHT DISTANCE DESIGN

The following survey on intersection sight distance (ISD) is being conducted as part of the National Cooperative
Highway Resea¡ch Program (NCHRP), which is sponsored by the American Association of State Highway and

, Transportation Officials (AASHTO) in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Your
responses to a few questions concerning your agency's geometric design policies for ISD would be appreciated.

I 1. Does your agency have a formal intersection sight distance (ISD) policy þlease check appropriate response)?

YES, our agency has adopted its own
ISD policy

YES, our agency follows the 1990 AASHTO
Green Book

YES, our agency follows the 1984 AASHTO
Green Book

YES, our agency follows the ISD policy of
State highway agency in our State

NO, our agency does not have a formal ISD
policy

If your agency has an ISD policy that differs from AASHTO and State policies, we would appreciate it if you
would attach a copy to this response.

2. The AASHTO Green Book presents ISD policies for six cases identified below. Please indicate what policy
your agency uses for each case (use codes 1 through 5 given below):

Case I (No Control)
Case II (YIELD Control)
Case IIIA (STOP Control--

Crossing Maneuver)
Case IIIB (STOP Control--

Left-Turn Maneuver)
Case IIIC (STOP Control--

Right-Turn Maneuver)
Case IV (Signal Control)

1 = Use policy in 1990 AASHTO Green Book
2 = Use policy in 1984 AASHTO Green Book
3 = Use State policy which differs from AASHTO
4 = Use local policy which differs from AASHTO
5 = Do not consider this case
6 = Other (specify)
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3' What is your agency's assessment of the suitability of the current AASHTO ISD criteria for each case (use
codes I through 4 given below):

Case I (No Control)
Case II (YIELD Control)
Case IIIA (STOP Control--

Crossing Maneuver)
Case IIIB (STOP Control--

Left-Turn Maneuver)
Case IIIC (STOP Control--

Right-Turn Maneuver)
Case IV (Signal Control)

| = Sight distance required by AASHTO is longer than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver

2 = Sight distance required by AASHTO is shorter than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver

I = Sight distance required by AASHTO is about right
4 = No opinion or don't know

4. Does your agency consider all six cases to be necessary for ISD design. _ yES _ No

Please identify any of the six cases that, in your opinion could be dropped or combined with other cases. Your
comments about why these cases could be dropped would be appreciated.

5. Does your agency have a separate design policy for rehabilitation (RRR) projects that differs from the design
policy for new construction/reconstruction projects? _ yES _ NO

If YES, we would appreciate receiving a copy of that design policy.

6. Do your agency's ISD criteria vary by functional class? In other words, do you have different ISD values that
apply to different functional classes ofroad (arterials, collectors, local streets, etc.)? _ YES NO

7. Does your agency request or utilize design exceptions for ISD when it is impractical to provide the full ISD
required by the AASHTo Green Book or your agency's design policy? _ yEs _ No

What geometric design or t¡afltc control modifications are considered by your agency at intersections where the
full ISD required by AASHTO or State policies cannot be provided (please describe):



8. Some highway agencies have suggested the need to modify some or all of the six ISD cases using alternative
concepts that differ from the current AASHTO model. For example, several State highway agencies have
adopted ISD criteria for Cases IIIB and IIIC based on gap acceptance rather than on the current AASHTO
model. Please identify any cases for which, in your opinion, an alternative to the current AASHTO model may
be appropriate and any alternative models or assumptions that you think should be considered:

9' ISD Case I addresses intersections with no traffic control (i.e., no traffic signals, no STOP signs, and no yIELD
signs) on any approach. Does your agency operate intersections with no control on any approach (e.g., on low-
volume residential streets or low-volume rural roads)? _ yES NO

If YES, in your opinion, do cunent AASHTO criteria for ISD Case I adequately address the sight distance needs
at the uncontrolled intersections operated by your agency? _ yES _ NO

\ù/hat specifrc changes to the AASHTO policy for ISD Case I do you think should be considered þlease
describe):

10. ISD Case II addresses intersections with YIELD signs on the minor approach(es). Does your agency operate
intersections with YIELD signs on the minor road? _ yES _ NO

If YES, in your opinion, do the current AASHTO criteria for ISD Case II adequately address the sight distance
needs at the YlElD-controlled intersections operated by your agency? _ yES _ No

What specific changes, if any, to the AASHTO policy for ISD Case II do you think should be considered (please
describe):



I l. The AASHTO Green Book does not address the sight distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway
onto a minor roadway. Does your agency have a policy concerning ISD for this maneuver?

YES NO

In your opinion, should sight distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway onto a minor roadway

be added to the AASHTO Green Book? 

- 

YES NO

12. Does your agency policy for ISD Case III apply to driveways as well as intersections?
YES NO

If YES, does the policy apply to commercial driveways, residential driveways, ör both (check one):

Commercial driveways only
Residential driveways only
Both commercial and residential driveways

If NO, does your agency have any other sight distance policy applicable to driveways?
YES NO

13. Are there any other aspects of current ISD policy for which, in your opinion, changes should be considered?

YES NO

If YES, please explain:

14. May we have the name of an engineer in your agency that we may contact to obtain follow-up information?

Name
Title
Agency
Mailing Address:

Telephone No.:

Please mail the questionnaire to:

Mr. Douglas W. Harwood
Principal Traffic Engineer
Midwest Research Institute
425 Volker Bouleva¡d
Kansas City, Missouri 64110

A postage-paid envelope has been provided for your response. If you have any questions or comments, please feel
free to call Mr. Harwood at (816) 753-7600, Ext. 571.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE.

MRI.MQUEST3



APPENDIX B

SUMMARY OF QUEST¡ONNAIRE RESPONSES
FROM STATE AND LOCAL HIGHWAY AGENCIES

This appendix presents a summary of the responses to the sutvey
questionnaire sent to state and local highway agencies concerning their ISD
design policies. Copies of the questionnaire have been presented in Appendix A.
Responses were received from 45 of the 50 state highway agencies (i.e., a g0%

response rate). Two additional state highway agencies that did not respond to the
questionnaire have provided copies of their ISD policies in response to a previous
request. Therefore, whenever possible, the summary in this appendix is based on
data from 47 of the 50 state highway agencies (94%).

Responses to the questionnaire have been received from 37 out of 80 local
highway agencies in urban areas (46o/") and 23 out of 55 local highway agencies
in rural areas (42%). The local agencies in urban areas that responded included
30 cites and 6 urban counties. All of the local agencies in rural areas are
counties.

Separate discussions of the responses received from state and local
agencies are presented below because state and local agencies are organized
differently and operate different types of intersections.

ISD POLICIES USED BY STATE HIGHWAY AGENC¡ES

Summary of Policies

Table B-1 summarizes the ISD design policies used by state highway
agencies. The table shows that the majority of highway agencies follow the ISD
policies in the AASHTO Green Book. A significant minority of Green Book users
still use the 1984 Green Book, presumably because the 1990 Green Book had not
yet been approved by FHWA. lt should be noted that thís survey was conducted
in 1992, prior to the publication of the 1994 Green Book, which is now the current
edition. The following discussion addresses the policies followed by state highway
agencies for each of the AASHTO cases.

Of the states which responded to the questionnaire and have an ISD policy
for uncontrolled intersections, all but three use the AASHTO Green Book policy for
Case I, which is unchanged between the 1984 and 1990 editions of the Green
Book. However, 22 state highway agencies do not consider ISD Case l, generally
because they do not permit intersections on their highway system to be operated
with no control.
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Tab|e B-1. DESIGN POLICIES USED BY STATE HIGHWAY AGENCIES FOR EACH ISD CASE

Number (percentaoe) of states

Design policy Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllO Case lV

1990 AASHTO Green
Book

1984 AASHTO Green
Book

Own state policy

Don't consider this
case

15 (31.e)

I (17.0)

2 (4.3)

22 (46.8)

18 (38.3)

I (17.0)

4 (8.5)

17 (36.2)

13 (27.7)

3 (6.4)

4 (8.s)

12 (25.5)

12 (2s.5)

0 (o.o)

22 (46.8)

12 (25.5)

12 (25.s)

1 (2.1)

21 (44.71

6 (12.8)

10 (21.3)

10 (21.3)

27 (57.4) 23 (48.e)
@
!
l\)

474747 47 47
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ISD Case ll is similar to Case I in that many state highway agencies do not
permit the use of YIELD signs at at-grade intersections, except to establish the
right-of-way for separate right-turn roadways. Those agencies that have a policy
for ISD Case ll ovenryhelmingly use the AASHTO Green Book. However, four
state highway agencies have adopted their own policies for ISD Case ll.

More than 85% of state highway agencies use the AASHTO Green Book
policy for ISD Case lllA. However, two agencies have adopted their own policy
that differs from AASHTO. Five agencies do not consider Case lllA on the
grounds that Cases lllB and lllC are always more critical.

More lhanT0o/" of state híghway agencies use the AASHTO Green Book
policy for ISD Cases lllB and lllC. However, 12 agencies have adopted their own
policy for Cases lllB and Case lllC. All state highway agencies have a policy for
Case IllB, although a number of agencies have policies that differ from AASHTO;
one state does consider Case lllB, but does not consider Case lllC.

About 50% of highway agencies use the AASHTO Green Book policy for
ISD Case lV. However, 10 agencies have adopted their own policies. These
policies typically limit consideration of ISD at signalized intersections to providing
the ISD equivalent to Case lllC where right turn on red is permitted. Eleven state
highway agencies do not require consideration of ISD at signalized intersections.

Each of the state highway agencies that have adopted their own ISD
criteria, which differ from AASHTo, stated that these criteria apply to both
Federal-aid projects and state-funded projects.

Assessment of Current AASHTO ISD Policy

Respondents to the questionnaire survey were asked to state their
agency's assessment of the current AASHTo ISD criteria. ln pafticular,
respondents were asked whether the sight distance specified by AASHTO for
each case was (1) longer than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver; (2) shofier than should be required for safe completion of the
intended maneuver; or (3) about right. The responses to this question are
summarized in Table B-2. This table, and the remaining tables of state
responses, include only the 45 state agencies that actually responded to the
questíonnaire.

Most of the state highway agencies that offered an assessment consider
the current AASHTO policy for ISD Cases I and ll to be about right. However, for
the most pafi, the agencies that do not use Cases I and ll understandably
declined to assess them.
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Table 8.2. STATE HIGHWAY AGENCY ASSESSMENTS OF CURRENT AASHTO ISD POLICY

Number and Percentage of States
ISD Required by
AASHTO is: Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllC Case lV(D

I5 Too long

Too short

About right

No opinion or don't
know

1 (2.2)

1 (2"2)

18 (40.0)

25 (5s.6)

0 (0.q)

3 (6.7)

1e (42.2)

23 (51.1)

e (20.0)

1 (2.2)

30 (66.7)

5 (11.1)

12 (37.8)

1 (2.2)

17 (42.2)

6 (17.8)

16 (35.6)

0 (0.0)

21 (46.7)

I (17.8)

10 (22.2)

0 (0.0)

22 (48.e)

13 (28.e)

4545 45
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The majority of state highway agencies that expressed an opinion consider the
current AASHTO ISD values for Cases lll and lV to be about right. However, a
significant minority of agencies consider the sight distance values specified by
AASHTO to be longer than should be required. The greatest concern is for Cases
lllB and lllC, which approximately 35% of agencies consider to be too long. On the
other hand, very few agencies hold the view that the current AASHTO criteria are

ì shofier than should be required.

Respondents were asked in several ways whether specific cases should be
dropped, combined with other cases, or modified. Approximately 49o/o oÍ state
highway agencies stated that all six cases that appear in the current AASHTO policy
are necessary. The remaining agencies thought that one or more of the cases could
be dropped or combined with other cases. The responses also indicated a need to
modify the criteria for one or more of the six cases in the current AASHTO policy.
Table B-3 summarizes these responses.

Approximately 33% of agencies were of the opinion that ISD Case I could be
dropped or combined with Case ll. Of course, while agencies that do not use
uncontrolled intersections may feel that Case I can be dropped, other agencies do
need it. A smaller number of state highway agencies advocated dropping or
combining ISD Case llthan Case l.

As was the case for Table B-2, Table B-3 shows that a substantial minority of
highway agencies see the need for changes to Cases lll and lV.

Rehabilitation Policies and Design Exceptions

Table B-4 shows that slightly more than 30% of highway agencies have
specific policies that address ISD requirements for rehabilitation (RRR) projects.
Typically, these policies involve (1) specifying ISD as a desirable desígn policy with
SSD as a minimum requirement; or (2) improving ISD only at intersections where a
pattern of accidents indicates an ISD-related problem. The remaining state highway
agencies address limited ISD in RRR projects by justifying and obtaining formal
design exceptions when necessary.

Variation of ISD Policies by Functional Class

Table B-5 shows that most state ISD policíes do not vary by functional class.
ln other words, highway agencies do not have different ISD policies for collectors or
local roads than they do for afterials. The two agencies that claim to have ISD
policies that vary by functional class stated that they typically use different design
speeds for the different functional classes. This is not what was intended by the
question.
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Table B-3. STATE HIGHWAY ASSESSMENTS OF WHICH ISD CASES SHOULD BE
DROPPED. COMBINED WITH ANOTHER CASE, OR MODIFIED

(D
I

o)

Number (percentage) of states

ISD case should be: Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllO Case lV

15 (33.3) e (20.0) 3 (6.7) 4 (8.e) 6 (13.3) 4 (8.e)

1 (2.2) 4 (8.e) 12 (26.71 20 (44.4\ 18 (40.0) 15 (33.3)

No change suggested 29 (64.4\ 32 (71.11 30 (66.71 21 (46.7) 21 (46.7\ 26 (57.81

45 45 45 45 45 45

Dropped or combined
with another case

Modified
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Table B-4. STATE HIGHWAY AGENCY RRR
POLICIES RELATED TO ISD

Does your agency have a
separate ISD policy for
rehabilitation (RRR) proiects?

Number
(percentage) of

states

Yes

No

Not stated

14

30

_l
45

(31.1)

(66.7)

(2.8)

Table B-5. STATE HIGHWAY AGENCIES
WITH ISD POLICIES THAT VARY

BY FUNCTIONAL CLASS

Do your agency's ISD criteria
vary by functional class?

Number
(percentage)

of states

Yes

No

Not stated

2

43

_0
45

(4.4)

(e5.6)

(0.0)
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Use of the AASHTO ISD Procedure for Ramp Terminals

The AASHTO ISD procedure for ramp terminals is used by approximately
64'/" of state híghway agencies, as shown in Table 8-6. Of the remaining states,
40% use an ISD procedure of their own for ramp terminals and 60% simply apply
the Case lll criteria. When asked their assessment of how sight distance at ramp
terminals should be addressed in the AASHTO Green Book, 53% of agencies
favored retaining a separate procedure, as in the 1984 and 1990 Green Books,
while 40% thought it would be sufficíent to state that ISD Case lll must be applied
to ramp terminals. One agency emphasized that if the latter approach is taken,
the discussion in the Green Book emphasizing the special problems of sight
dístance at ramp terminals (i.e., structures, bridge rails, and guardraits that may
block the driver's view) should be retained"

SIGHT DISTANCE NEEDS FOR LEFT TURNS OFF OF THE MAJOR ROAD

Table B-7 shows that over 95% of state highway agencies stated that they
do not have a policy concerning the síght distance requirements for left turns off of
the major road. Approximalely 47% of state highway agencies stated that sight
distance requirements for left turns off a major roadway should be added to the
AASHTO Green Book, while 49% stated that they should not. Several agencies
stated that their poliey for left turns off a major roadway was to provide stoppíng
sight distance.

This question, as posed in the survey questionnaire, was misleading
because it is based on the premise that there are no sight distance requirements
in the Green Book for left turns off the major roadway. shordy after the
questionnaire was mailed, the research team realized that although sight distance
requirements for left turns from the major road were not addressed in the 1g84
Green Book, the last paragraph of the discussion concerning Case lllB in the
1990 Green Book does set a sight distance requirement for left turns off of a major
roadway. We regret this error, which makes it difficult to interpret the responses
summarized in Table B-7. This sight distance criterion for left turns has been
designated as Case V in the 1994 Green Book.

ISD REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVEWAYS

State highway agency policies concerning ISD requirements at driveways
are summarized in Table B-8. Approximately half of state highway agencies
stated that their requirements for ISD Case lll apply to driveways as wetl as
intersections.
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Table 8-6. STATE HIGHWAY AGENCY USE OF THE
AASHTO ISD PROCEDURE FOR RAMP TERMINALS

Does your agency use the AASHTO ISD
Number

(percentage)
of statesure for terminals?

Yes

No

Not stated

29

15

l.
45

(64.4)

(33.3)

(2.z',)

lf NO, does your agency have its own
ramÞ terminal procedure?

Yes

No

Not stated

6

I
_0
15

(13.3)

(20.0)

(0.0)

Should a separate ramp terminal
procedure be retained in the AASHTO
Green Book?

Yes

No

Not stated

24

18

I
45

(53.3)

(40.0)

(6.7)
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Table B-7. STATE HIGHWAY AGENCY ISD POLICIES
CONCERNING LEFT TURNS OFF THE MAJOR ROAD

Does your agency have a policy
concerning ISD for left turns off the
major road?

Number
(percentage)

of states

Yes

No

Not stated

2

43

__0

45

(4.4)

(e5.6)

(0.0)

Should sight distance requirements
for left turns off a major roadway be
added to the AASHTO Green Book?

Yes

No

Not stated

21

22

J
45

(46.7)

(48.e)

(4.4)
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Table B-8. STATE HIGHWAY AGENCY ISD
POLICIES FOR DR¡VEWAYS

Number
(percentage)

of states
Does your agency's policy for ISD Case lll
apply to driveways as well as intersections?

Yes

No

Not stated

23

22

_0
45

(51.1)

(48.e)

(0.0)

lf YES, does vour policv applv to:

Commercial driveways only

Residential driveways only

Both commercial and residential driveways

Not stated

7

0

15

_l
23

lf NO, does agency have any other sight
distance policv applicable to drivewavs?

Yes

No

Not stated

(15.6)

(0.0)

(33.3)

(2.2\

11 (24.4)

10 (22.2)

I (2.2)

22
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However, the remaining agencies generally have no policy concerning the sight
distance at driveways except for the provision of stopping sight distante atong the
major road.

Of those state highway agencies that apply ISD Case lll to driveways,
7 agencies stated that their policy applies to commercial driveways only and
15 agencies stated that their policy applies to both commercial and residential
driveways.

ISD POLICIES USED BY LOCAL HIGHWAY AGENCIES

Summary of Policies

The ISD design policies used by local agencies in urban and rural areas
are summarized in Table B-9 and B-10, respectively. Most local agencies use ISD
policies from the 1990 or 1984 AASHTO Green Book. However, between 19%
and 33% of local agencies in urban areas have adopted their own local policies for
each ISD case. Rural agencies are less likely than urban agencies to have
formulated their own local policies. The specific ISD policies used by local
agencies for each ISD cases are discussed in the chapter of this repoft that deals
with that case.

It should also be noted that for each ISD case, 11% and 573% of local
agencies do not have an ISD policy. ln both urban and rural areas, Case lV
(signal control) ís the case most frequently omitted from ISD policies.

Assessment of Current AASHTO tSD Policy

Respondents to the questionnaire survey from local agencies were asked
their assessment of the current AASHTO ISD criteria. ln padicular, respondents
were asked whether the sight distance specified for each case was (1) longer than
should be required for safe completion of the intended maneuver; (2) shorter than
should be required for safe completion of the intended maneuver; or (3) about
right. The responses to this question are summarized in Table B-11 for local
agencies in urban areas and in Table B-12tor local agencies in rural areas.

Between 30% and 50% of urban agencies and between 60% and B0% of
rural agencies declined to express an opinion on the suitability of the current
AASHTO policy"
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Table B-9. DESIGN POLICIES USED BY LOCAL AGENCIES lN URBAN AREAS FOR EACH ISD CASE

Desiqn policv

Number (oercentaqe) of aoencies

Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllO Case lV

@
I

o)

1990 AASHTO Green
Book

1984 AASHTO Green
Book

State highway agency
policy

Own local policy

Don't consider this
case

0 (0.0) 0 (0.0)

12 (32.4) 13 (35.1) 15 (40.5) 15 (40.5) 16 (43.2) 11 (2s"7)

5 (13.5) 6 (16.2)

12 (32.4)

I (21.6)

e (24.31

e (24.3)

6 (16"2)

1 (2.7)

e (24.3)

6 (16.2)

6 (16.2)

1 (2.7)

11 (2e.7)

4 (10.8)

s (13.5)

1 (2.71

10 (27.0)

5 (13.5)

7 (18.s)

1 (2.7)

7 (18.e)

11 (2e.7)

37
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TAbIE B-10. DESIGN POLICIES USED BY LOCAL AGENCIES IN RURAL AREAS FOR EACH ISD CASE

Number (percentage) of agencies

Design policv Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllO Case lV

1984 AASHTO Green 2 (8.7)
Book

State highway agency 4 (17.41
policy

1990 AASHTO Green
Book

Own localpolicy

Don't consider this
case

2 (8"7) 1 (4.3)

4 (17.4) 4 (17.4)

3 (13.0) 3 (13.0)

1 (4.3) 1 (4"3)

4 (17.4) 3 (13.0)

3 (13.0) 1 (4.3)

6 (26.1) 6 (26.1)

2 (8"7)

4 (17.4)

3 (13.0)

I (34.8)

6 (26.1) 5 (21.7) 5 (21.71 5 (21.7)
ul
I

À

2 (8.7)

e (3e.1) I (34.8) 10 (43.5) 10 (43.s) 13 (56.5)

2323
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Table B-11. ASSESSMENTS OF CURRENT AASHTO ISD POLICY BY LOCAL
AGENCIES IN URBAN AREAS

ISD Required by
AASHTO is:

Number and percentage of agencies

Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case IllC Case lV

Too long

Too short

About right

No opinion or don't
know

4 (10.8)

1 (2.7)

16 (43.2)

16 (43.2\

6 (16.2)

o (o.o)

12 (32.4)

18 (48.6)

e (24.3)

0 (0.0)

16 (43.2)

12 (32.4)

11 (2s.7)

1 (2.7)

13 (35.1)

12 (32.4)

11 (2e.7)

0 (0.0)

13 (35.1)

13 (35.1)

I (21.6)

0 (0.0)

13 (35.1)

16 (43.2)

37

@
I

('r

Tabfe B-12" ASSESSMENTS OF CURRENT AASHTO ISD POLICY BY LOCAL
AGENCIES IN RURAL AREAS

ISD Required by
AASHTO is:

Number and percentage of agencies

Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllO Case lV

Too long

Too short

About right

No opinion or don't
know

1 (4.3)

0 (0.0)

5 (21.71

17 (73.e)

2 (8.7)

0 (0.0)

6 (26.1)

16 (6e.6)

2 (8.7)

0 (0.0)

5 (21.7)

1s (65.2)

2 (8.7)

o (0.0)

5 (21.7)

16 (6e.6)

2 (8.7)

o (0.0)

5 (21.7)

16 (6s.6)

3 (13.0)

0 (0.0)

4 (17.4)

16 (6e.6)
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Of those who did express an opinion, the majority felt that the AASHTO
criteria for ISD Cases I and ll are about right. Most local agencies also consider
the AASHTO criteria for Cases lll and lV to be about right. However, a substantiat
minority of agencies (particularly those in urban areas) consider the AASHTO
sight distance requirements for Cases lll and lV to be longer than necessary.

Respondents were asked in several ways whether specific cases should be
dropped, combine with other cases, or modified. Approximately 30% of tocal
agencies stated that all six cases that appear in the current AASHTO poticy are
necessary. The remaining agencies thought that one or more of the cases coutd
be dropped, combined with other cases, or modified. Tables B-13 and B-14 sum-
marize these responses for local agencies in urban and rural areas, respectively.

Local agencies were less likely than state highway agencies to advocate
the elimination of ISD Case I or combining Cases I and ll. However, as for state
highway agencies, a substantial minority of local highway agencies are of the
opinion that modifications to the criteria for ISD Case ill are needed.

Rehabilitation Policies

Table B-15 shows that most local agencies to not have formal RRR policies
for lSD" However, it is probable that most local agencies improve ISD only when
an accident problem development or when a property owner violates a local sight
obstruction ordinance.

Variation of ISD Policies by Functional Class

Table B-16 shows that most local agency lsD policíes do not vary by
functional class. Agencies that stated that their ISD policies do vary by functional
class, generally stated that this occurred because they use different design
speeds for different functional classes. This is not what was intended by the
question.

ISD Policies for Uncontrotted lntersections

Table B-17 shows that most local agencies operate intersections with no
control. ln urban areas, these are typically intersections of local residentiat streets
and in rural areas these are typically intersections of low-volume (often unpaved)
roads. A majority of the agencies that operate uncontrolled intersections are of 

.

the opinion that the current AASHTO Case t criteria are adequate for their needs.

MRI.CTRD\R310606 APP B-16



Table B-13. ASSESSMENTS BY LOCAL AGENCIES lN URBAN AREAS OF WHICH ISD CASES
SHOULD BE DROPPED, COMBINED WITH ANOTHER CASE, OR MODIFIED

Number (percentage) of agencies

ISD case should be: Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllC Case lV

6 (16.2) 6 (16.2) 3 (8.1) 3 (8.1) s (13.5) 7 (18.e)

5 (13.s) 5 (13.5) 10 (27.0) 14 (37.8) 12 (32.4) 6 (16.2)

No change suggested 26 (70.3) 26 (70.3) 24 (64.9) 20 (54.1) 20 (54.1) 24 (64.9)

37 37 37 37 37 37

Dropped or combined
with another case

Modified

@
I

\¡
TAbIe 8.I4. ASSESSMENTS BY LOCAL AGENCIES IN URBAN AREAS OF WHICH ¡SD CASES

SHOULD BE DROPPED, COMBINED WITH ANOTHER CASE. OR MODIFIED

Number (percentage) of agencies

tSD case should be: Case I Case ll Case lllA Case lllB Case lllC Case lV

Dropped or combined
with another case 1 (4.3) 1 (4.3) 1 (4.3) 4 (17.4) 4 (17.4) 5 (21.7)

Modified 1 (4.3) 2 (8.7) 2 (8.7) 2 (8.7) 2 (8.7) 2 (8.7)

No change suggested 21 (91.3) 20 (87.0) 20 (87.0) 17 (73.9) 17 (73.9) 16 (69.6)

23 23 23 23 23 23
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Table B-15. LOCAL AGENCY RRR pOLtCtES
REI.ATED TO ISD

Does your agency have a
separate ISD policy for
rehabilitation (RRR)

Yes

No

Not stated

Number (percentage) agencies

4

32

I
37

(10.8) 0

(86.5) 20

(2.7) -3
23

(0.0)

(87.0)

(13.0)

Table B-16. LOCAL AGENCY W|TH tSD pOLtCtES
THAT VARY BY FUNCTIONAL CLASS

Number (percentage) agencies
Do your agency's ISD criteria
vary bv functional class?

Yes

No

Not stated

Urban Rural

10

25

2
37

2

15

-ã
23

(27.0)

(67.6)

(5.4)

(8.7)

(65.2)

(21.7)
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Table B-17. LOCAL AGENCY ASSESSMENTS OF
ISD CASE I

Number (percentage)
of aqencies

Does your agency operate
intersections with no control? Urban Rural

Yes

No

Not stated

30 (81 .1) 1 1 (47 .8)

6 (16.2) I (34.8)

I (2.7) A (7.4)

37 23

lf YES, do the AASHTO
criteria for ISD Case I

adequately address sight
distance needs at uncon-
trolled intersections operated
by vour agencv?

Yes

No

Not stated

1e (51.4) I (34.8)

10 (27.o) 2 (8.7)

I (2.7) J (4.3)

29 11
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ISD Policies for YIELD-Controlled tntersection

Table B-18 shows that most local agencies operate intersections with
YIELD control and most agencies that do so are of the opinion that the current
AASHTO Case ll criteria are adequate for their needs.

sight Distance Needs for Left Turns off of the Major Road

Table B-19 shows that approximately 80% of local highway agencies do not
have a formal policy concerning the síght distance requireménts fbr left turns off of
the major road. A majority of local agencies stated that they suppoft addition to
the AASHTO Green Book of sight distance requirements for left iurns off of the
major road. As explained in the discussion of state highway agency responses to
the questionnaire, this question was misleading becaule it imptieO ihat there was
no AASHTO policy on sight distance requirements for teft turns off of the major
road. Such a policy has, in fact, been added to the lggO AASHTO Green Book.

ISD Requirements for Driveways

Local agency policies concerning ISD requirements at driveways are
summarized in Table B-20. Only 30% lo 40o/" of local agencies stateá that their
requirements for ISD Case lll apply to driveways as welf as intersections. The
remaining 60% of local agencies generally have no policy concerníng sight
distance at driveways except for the provision of stopping sight distañcialong the
major road.

Of those local agencies that apply ISD Case lll to driveways, 7 agencíes
stated that their policy applies to commercial driveways only and 16 agdncies
stated that their policy applies to both commercial and residential drivãways.
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Table B-18. LOCAL AGENCY ASSESSMENTS OF
ISD CASE II

Number (percentage)
of aqencies

Does your agency operate inter-
sections with YIELD control? Urban Rural

Yes

No

Not stated

26 (70.3) 13 (56.5)

10 (27.0) 5 (21.7)

I (2.7) 5 (21.7)

37 23

lf YES, do the AASHTO criteria
for ISD Case ll adequately
address sight distance needs at
Yl ELD-controlled intersections
operated bv vour agencv?

Yes 16 (4s.2) 10 (43.s)

No I (21.6) 2 (8.7)

Not stated Z (s.4) I (4.9)

26 13
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Table B-19. LOCAL AGENCY ¡SD POLICIES CONCERNTNG
LEFT TURNS OFF THE MAJOR ROAD

Does your agency have a
policy concerning ISD for left

Number (percentage)
of aqencies

turns off the major road? Urban Rural

Yes

No

Not stated

5 (13.5) 2 (8.7)

31 (83.8) 18 (78.3)

I (2.7) 3 (13.0)

36 14

Should sight distance
requirements for left turns off
a major roadway be added to
the AASHTO Green Book?

Yes

No

Not stated

21 (56.8) e (3e.1)

13 (3s.1) 6 (26.1)

3 (8.1 ) _g (34.8)

37 23
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Table B-20. LOCAL AGENCY ISD POLICIES FOR
DRIVEWAYS

Does your agency's policy for ISD
Case lll apply to driveways as well
as intersections?

Number (percentage)
of aqencies

Urban Rural

Yes

No

Not stated

16 (43.2)

20 (54.1)

1 e.7l

\tO

7 (30.4)

13 (56.5)

3 (13.0)

14

lf YES, does your policV applv to?

Commercial driveways only

Residential driveways only

Both commercial and residential
driveways

1

0

_0

6

0

l_0

(16.2)

(0.0)

(27.0)

(4.3)

(0.0)

(26.1)

16

lf NO, does agency have any other
sight distance policy applicable to
driveways?

Yes

No

Not stated

I
11

I
20

(21.6)

(2e.7)

(2.7)

2 (8.7)

I (34.8)

3 (13.0)

13
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APPENDIX C

INTERSECTION SIGHT DISTANCE POLICIES OF
HIGHWAY AGENCIES IN OTHER COUNTRIES

This appendix summarizes the lsD design policies used by highway
agencies in Australia (æ), Canada (26), France (271, Germany (29), the
Netherlands (4), Sweden (30), and Switzerland (3L) in comparison to those of
the United States. The policies reviewed are generally national policies of the
countries concerned. Provincial and local polícies may differ. For some of these
countries, the portion of the polícy dealíng with ISD was directly reviewed. For
other counties, we reviewed a research report on guideline document that
described the policy.

The French, German, and Swiss policies were partíally translated into
English by the research team. An English translation of the Swedish policy was
already available.

CASE I

None of the countries whose policies were reviewed has a policy based on
uncontrolled intersections, equivalent to AASHTO Case l. The German policy
stated that intersections controlled by the right-of-way rule were not generally
found on highways of the type addressed by the policy and, thereforè, were not
considered.

CASE II

Sight distance policies for intersections equivalent to AASHTO Case ll
(YIElD-controlled intersections where the minor-road vehicle may not need to
stop) were found in the policies of Germany and Sweden.

ln the German policy, the leg of the sight triangle along the minor road is
extended from the 3 m (10 ft) length used for Case lllB to 1O m (33 ft), measured
from the edge of the traveled way to the drivers eye, for Case ll. ln rural areas, it
is recommended that the length of the leg of the sight triangle along the major
road be increased to 20 m (66 ft) for sites with high volumes of turning trucks. The
leg of the sight triangle along the major road is exactty the same in the German
policy for Case ll as that discussed below in the German poticy for Case tllB.
Since AASHTO policy for Case ll uses a leg of the sight triangle atong the minor
road equal to SSD, the síght distance requirement for this leg of the sight triangle
is much longer in the united states than that required in Germany.
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ln the Swedish policy, the legs of the sight triangle along both the major
and minor road are longer for Case ll than for Case lllB. The legs of the sight
triangle used in Sweden for YIElD-controlled intersections are as follows:

Leg of siqht trianqle, m (ft)

Major-road desi
km/h

speed Along major
road

(63e)
(e02)

1.1641

Along minor
road

20 (66)
20 (66)

50
70
90

110

195
275
355 20

The sight distances along the major road required for Case ll by the Swedish
policy are substantially longer than the AASHTO SSD values for the given design
speeds. However, the leg of the sight triangle along the minor road, while twice
as long as that used in Germany, is much shofter than AASHTO SSD.

CASE IIIA

Of the countries whose policies were reviewed, it appears that only Canada
has a policy for the crossing maneuver equivalent to AASHTO Case lllA. The
design policies of the Transporlation Association of Canada (TAC, formerly RTAC)
are modeled on the AASHTO policies. The ISD values used in Canada for Case
lllA, presented in Tables G-1 and G-2, are essentially a metric version of the
policies in the 1984 AASHTO Green Book.

It is unclear whether the Swiss policy is intended to address the crossing
maneuver or the left- and right-turn maneuvers. The diagrams and equations
presented appear to apply to the crossing maneuvers but the ISD values provided
for design have specific values that apply to left and right turns.

CASES IIIB AND IIIC

Every country reviewed has an ISD design policy equivalent to AASHTO
Cases lllB and lllC. The ISD values specified in these policies are presented in
Table C-1, in comparison to the AASHTO policies used in the United States. For
American readers, the comparison that is presented in metric units in Table C-1 is
also presented in customary units in Table C-2.

Tables C-1 and C-2 show that the ISD requirements used in other countries
are all shorter than those used in the United States. The only ISD criteria that
approach those required by AASHTO are those used in Australia and Canada.

31:
44"
þþ
'68

MRI.CTRD\8310606 APF c-2



The Australian criteria known as Entering Sight Distances (ESD) are desirable
design values, but are not mandatory; the minimum ISD values that are required
in Australia, known as Safe lntersection Sight Distances (SISD), which are
substantially shorter than the ESD, are also shown in Tables C-1 and C-2. The
Canadian values are based on a metric equivalent of Cuwe B2-b & Cb in the 1984
AASHTO Green Book.

The ISD design policies of Australia, Canada, and Sweden are based on
design speed. The policies of France, Germany, the Netherlands, and
Switzerland are based on prevailing 85th percentile speed.

With a few exceptions, the international policies reviewed do not say much
about how the ISD criteria were derived. However, the Australian policy does
state that their ISD criteria are based on an enhanced SSD model. An interesting
feature of the Australian policy is the specified maximum sight distance of 500 m
(1,640 ft). The policy assumes that drivers are unlikely to seek gaps over 500 m,
and therefore the ISD requirements have been reduced to 500 m for speeds of
100 km/h (62 mph) and greater, even when their ISD model indicates a higher
value.

The French ISD criteria are based on a gap acceptance approach that
results in sight distances equalto 6 to 9 sec travel time at the prevailing 85th
percentile speed of the major road, The critical gap varies in the range from 6 to
9 sec based on the design vehicle selected and the designer's choice of minímum
or desirable criteria.

Table C-3 compares the ISD measurement rules ín the policies of other
countries to those specified by AASHTO. The AASHTO specification of 6 m
(20 ft) as the distance from the edge of the major road to the driver's eye is larger
than the values used in the other countries reviewed, except for the Australian
policy; the AASHTO value is midway between the Australian minimum and
desirable values. The AASHTO value for driver eye height is in the mid-range of
the international values for passenger car drivers. Two countries use a passenger
car driver eye height of 1,000 mm (3.28 ft), which is slightly less than the AASHTO
value of 1,070 mm (3.50 ft), while one country uses the slightly higher value of
1.15 m (3.77 ft). The AASHTO value for height of object is at least 150 mm
(0.5 ft) higher than the object height used in any other country for which data are
available. lt should also be noted that, in each country other than the United
States for which the table shows both driver eye height and an object height,
these two values are the same.
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TabIe C.1. INTERNATIONAL CRITERIA FOR ISD CASE III IN COMPARISON TO AASHTO POLICY
(METRTC UN|TS)

o
I5

C-ounlry

Equivalcnt

AASTITO

Casc Dcsic¡ ¡itut¡ion

Rcqulrcd intcr¡cction ¡lc.ht di¡t¡ncc lml

Rcmarks

Major-road dcrign or prwailinf 65th pcrccntilc spcc¡l fkm/trr)

40 50 60 70 EO 90 100 ll0 t20

Ausl¡alia IIIB & TTIC ¡nininrum ISD - urban 60 EO r05 130 t65 known as Safc Inlcrscclion Sight l)istancc (SISD)

IIIB & IIIC minimum ISD - ru¡al 70 90 il5 140 t75 2lo 250 290 330 known as Safc ln¡crcc¡ion Sight Distancc (SlSl))

IIIB & IIIC dcsirablc ISD 100 r25 t60 220 305 400 500 500 500 known as Entcrinr Sicht l)istancc (ESI))

C¿nad¿ IIIA passcnßc¡ car fl¡nclh = 6 ml 99 l19 138 r5E t78 198 2t7 based on I98{ AASI ffO Grccn llo<¡k

IIIA singlc-unit truck ll¡nß,th = 9rn) t29 155 181 207 233 258 284 bascd on l9&l AASIITO G¡ccn lÌrx¡k

IIIA WBl5 ¡ruck fl.¡ncth = lTnrl t72 2M 24t 275 309 344 278 bascd on t9&l AASIITO Grcen IJmk

l¡IB & iltc sin¡ilar ro AASIITO B- I Curvc u5 r35 160 180 2æ 2t5 235 bascd on 1984 AASIITO Grccn Bmk
IIIB & I¡IC sinrilar lo AASTO B-2b curvc t25 r65 2t5 265 320 380 435 bæcd on l9&l AASIITO Grccn Book

Fr¡ncc ¡ilB & IIIC dcsirablc - 3-lanc or 2-lanc dividcd road t00 t2-s t50 175 200 225 250 275 3m bascd on tr¡vcl timc of 9 scc at E5¡h loilc swcÅ
IIIB & II¡C dcsirablc - 2-lanc road 89 ln r33 r56 r78 200 222 244 267 bascd on lravcl linrc of E scc at E5¡h %ilc spccd

I¡IB & IIIC mininrunr - 3-lanc or 2-lanc dividcd road 78 97 l17 136 156 175 194 214 233 based on ¡ravcl tintc of 7 scc at 85th o/oilc sæ,cd

IIIB & IIIC mininrum - 2-lanc ¡oad 67 83 t00 tt7 r33 t -r0 167 r83 2æ bascd on lravcl ¡inlc ofó scc at 85lh Toilc st>ccd

Gcrmany IIIB & ¡ilC rural hwys w/o acccss control - Pass. cars 70 85 ¡10 l3-5 170 200

¡IIB &IIIC rural hwys w/o acccss conlrol - Trucks 175 210 250 300

IIIB & IIIC url¡an and suburban, partial acccs control 70 8J ll0
lt¡B & Iuc urban a¡¡crials and collcctors .50 10

Nc¡hcrlands iltB & IilC r00 t-50 250

Swcdcn TIIB & IIIC normal dcsign lt0 t70 240 320 providcs acccptablc ßaps lor 85Vo of drivcrs

TIIB & IIIC crlrcmc dcsiqn 80 130 190 260 p¡or¿ides acccptal¡lc taps 1o¡ 50Vo of rJrivcrs

Swiuc¡land ¡IIB. lcft turns - passcnRcr cars 60 80 It5 t40 170 2ro 240

IIIC right turns - passcnßcrcars 55 70 r05 t25 15.5 r95 230

InB & t¡IC lcft & right lurns - trucks t25 155 r80 220 245

Unitcd Statc¡ IIIA 1990 Grccn Book (2- lanc road/pass. car) 77 95 ll2 t30 t48 ró6 r83 201 2r9
lilB & ¡uc 1990 Grccn Book lCurvc B-2b & Cbl 86 nE t5ó 199 250 308 375 452 541
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TAbIE C-2. INTERNATIONAL CRITERIA FOR ISD CASE III IN COMPARISON TO AASHTO POLICY
(ENGL|SH UNTTS)

o
I

Ctr

Country

Equivalent

AASHTO

C¿sc Design situtaion

Required intersecrion sight distance (ft)

Remarks

Major-road design or prwailing 85th pcrccntile speed (mph

25 3l 37 44 50 56 62 68 75

Australia ITIB & IIIC minimum ISD - urban t97 262 344 426 541 known as Safe Intersection Sicht Distance ISISD)
IIIB & IIIC minimum ISD - rural 230 295 377 4-r9 574 689 820 951 to82 known as Safe Intersection Sight Distance (SISD)
IIIB & IIIC desirable ISD 328 410 525 72t 1000 13lt t639 1639 1639 known as Enterins Sisht Distance IESDì

C¿nada IIIA passcnger car (længth = 6 m) 325 390 452 _518 _584 649 7tt based on 1984 AASHTO Green Book
IIIA singlc-unit truck llrnqth = 9m) 423 508 593 679 764 846 93r based on 1984 AASI{TO Green Book
IIIA tüBl5 truck(I-ensrh = l7m) 564 675 790 902 10r3 tt28 9tt based on 1984 AASHTO Grcen Book

ITIB&I¡IC similar ro AASHTO B-1 Curvc 377 443 525 590 656 705 770 based on 1984 AASHTO Grcen Book
IIIB & IIIC similar lo AASTO B-2bcurve 410 541 705 8ó9 1049 1246 1426 based on 1984 AASHTO Green Book

Francc IIIB & IIIC desirable - 3-lane or 2-lane divided road 328 410 492 574 6-56 't38 820 902 984 based on travel time of 9 sec at 85th Toile sæ,ed
IIIB & IIIC desirable - 2-lane road 29t 364 437 510 _583 6-56 729 801 874 based on travel timc of 8 sec at 85rh Voilc soeed
IIIB & IIIC nrinimum - 3-lanc or2-lanedivided road 255 319 383 446 510 574 638 701 765 based on travcl time of 7 sec at 8-5th %ile soecd
IIIB & IIIC nlinimum - 2-lane road 2r9 273 328 383 437 492 546 601 656 bascd on travcl timc of 6 sec at 85th Voilc spccd

Gcrmany IIIB & IIIC rural hwys w/o acccss control - Pass. cars 230 279 36t 443 557 6-56

IIIB & IIIC rural hwys w/o acccss control - Truck 574 689 820 984
IIIB & IIIC urban and suburban. partial access control 230 279 361

IIIB & IIIC urban artcrials and collectors t64 230

Nctherlands IIIB&IIIC 328 492 820
Swcdcn IIIB & IIIC nornral dcsign 361 557 787 1ü9 providcs acceptablc gaps for 857a of drivers

IIIB & IIIC cxtremc dcsign 262 426 623 852 providcs acccptablc gaps fo¡ SOVo ol d¡ivc¡s
Swiucrland IIIB. Icft turns - passcng,ercars t97 262 377 459 557 689 787

IIIC right turns - passcngercars 180 230 344 410 -508 639 754
IIIB&IIIC Ieft & right turns - trucks 410 508 590 72t 803

Unitcd Statcs ¡IIA 1990 Grccn Book (2-lane road/pass. car) 252 310 36E 427 485 543 601 660 7t8
ITIB&IIIC 1990 Grccn Book (Curve B-2b & Cb) 2E4 387 510 653 Er9 r009 t22E 1483 1785
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Country

Distance frorn

cdgc of

major road

to drivcrt cyc

lm)

Hcight of

drivcr's cyc

(m)

Hcight of

objcct

to bc secn

(passcngcr car)

lm)

D'stance fro¡n

cdgc ol
major road

to drivcr's eyc

I ft)

Hcight of

drivcr's cyc

lfil

Hcight of

objcct

to bc sccn

(passcnger car)

lfrì
Australia 7.00 - dcsirablc

5.00 - minimun

t.l5 1.r5 23 - dcsirablc

17 - minimum

3.77 3.77

Francc 3.00 1.00 1.00 10 3.28 3.28

Gcrmany 3.00

(scc Notc A)

1.00 for PC

2.00 for truck

r.00 l0
(scc No(c A)

3.28 for PC

6J6 for truck

3.?ß

Ncthcrlands 5.00 L7

Swcdcn 5.00 - dcsirablc

3.00 - minimum

17 - dcsirablc

l0 - minimum

Swiucrland 250 9

Unitcd Statcs 6.r0 1.07 130 20 3J0 4.25

Notc A: Incrcased to 4J0 to 5.0O m (15 or 17 ft) if thcre is a bicfclc parh along thc major road

Table C-3. COMPARISON OF ISD MEASUREMENTS RULES USED tN
OTHER COUNTRIES TO AASHTO POLICY
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APPENDIX D

PROBABILITY OF VEHICLE.VEHICLE CONFLICTS
AT UNCONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

An evaluation of ISD Case l, which is applicable to intersections with
uncontrolled approaches, indicates that the current AASHTO allowance of 3 sec
for drivers to adjust speeds (2 sec for perception-reaction time and 1 sec to
accelerate or decelerate) may not provide adequate sight distance for drivers to
avoid collisions in all cases. The most critical situation appears to occur when two
or more vehicles on intersecting approaches arrive simultaneously at locations
which are 3 sec travel time from the intersection.

An important part of determining the need for changes in the sight distance
criteria for uncontrolled intersections ís estimation of the likelihood or probability
that critical conflict situations will arise. lt could be argued that the possibility of
vehicle-vehicle conflicts leading to accidents might be tolerated if those conflicts
occurred only rarely. On the other hand, frequent occurrence of critical conflict
situations (e.9., numerous times per day) might indicate a need for changes in
sight distance policy. Obviously, the likelihood or probability of vehicle-vehicle
conflicts is a function of the traffic volumes on the intersecting approaches.

EXIST¡NG MODEL

An existing model for estimating the frequency of vehicle-vehicle conflicts at
uncontrolled intersections was formulated by Glennon (7) for NCHRP Report 214,
"Design and Traffic Control Guidelines for Low-Volume Rural Roads." Glennon
estimated conflict frequencies based on the following equation:

Nc = 4 Va Nc/A (D-1)

expected number of right-angle intersection conflicts per day
average daily traffic volume (for one direction of travel) on the
analysis approach (veh/day)
number of conflicting arrivals on an intersecting approach per
arrival on the analysis approach

Glennon determined the value of N",o as:

where: Nc
va

Ncn

where: Vb

(D-2)

average daily traffic volume (for one direction of travel) on the
intersecting approach (veh/day)
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Equations (D-1) and (D-2) can be combined as:

Nc = YovB
81 00

(D-3)

This model is based on the following assumptions:

. No intersection STOP control is provided.

. All vehicles arrive during an 18-hr period during the day (i.e., there is
zero traffic volume during 6 nighttime hours; this is reasonable on
most low-volume roads).

. Traffic volumes do not vary throughout the 18-hr day. (This
assumption may be reasonable for low-volume rural roads, but some
peaking should probably be assumed for local residential streets in
urban areas.)

r fi traffic conflict occurs when a maneuver of a vehicle on one
intersection approach causes the driver of a vehicle on an
intersecting approach to brake or change direction to avoid collision
(i.e., a response by one vehicle to avoid collision is sufficient to
classify a vehicle-vehicle interaction as a traffic conflict).

. Any two vehicles approaching an intersection from perpendicular
directions are considered to be in conflict if one arrives within 2 sec
after another.

. Only one arrival per approach is possible during one 2-sec interual.
ln other words, all approaches are single lanes, and all headways' are greater than 2 sec.

. The possibility of vehicles arriving on three or four approaches within
the same 2-sec interval is small enough to be ignored.

No assumption is made concerning the available ISD on the intersection
approaches. On approaches with limited lSD, conflicts would seem more likely to
result in accidents than on less restricted approaches. Glennon also states an
assumption that the average speed is 40 mph on each approach to the
intersection, but this assumption does not appear to be necessary to formulate the
model.

Glennon's model can be generalized to evaluate conflict exposure intervals
other than 2 sec in the following manner:
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VAVBT
Nc= (D-4)

(D-5)

(D-6)

(D-7)

16,200

where: | = conflict exposure interval (sec)

POISSON MODEL

Glennon's model is based on the assumpt¡on that arriving traffic at the
intersection follows a uniform distribution. A more common assumption is that
traffic arrivals at an intersection follow a Poisson distribution. A Poisson model
equivalent to Equation (D-3) can be formulated as:

t=vot
T

Pb = lTìe -m

N" = 4V"Po

where: m = mean expected traffic volume (number of arrivals) during intervalt
T = total time (sec) during an 18-hr day (18 x 60 x 60 = 64,800 sec)
e = base of natural logarithms

Pb = probability that a vehicle will arrive on Approach B duríng a
specified conflict exposure interual

Sensitivity analyses show that Equations (D-4) and (D-7) provide equivalent
numerical results (within round-off error). Thus, Glennon's use of the uniform
distribution as a simplifying assumption for low-volume intersections is justified.
However, the Poisson approach also allows evaluation of low-probability events
that Glennon assumed would not occur, such as multiple arrivals during the same
time interval.

The AASHTO Green Book recognizes that the exísting criteria for ISD Case
I do not provide for the possibility that a vehicle approaching an uncontrolled
intersection will encounter a succession of vehicles (i.e., a platoon of two or more
closely spaced vehicles) on an intersecting approach. The Poisson model, in its
most general form, provides one method to estimate the expected number of such
conflicts:
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F' = lTì xe-m

x! (D-8)

where: P, = probability that x vehicles will arrive on approach A during a
specified conflict exposure interual

x = number of vehicles

However, the chosen value of x must be consistent with the selected conflict
exposure interval, t. For example, it would be unreasonable to calculate the
probability of 5 vehicles arriving in the same lane within a period of 2 sec, because
this is physically impossible.

ESTIMATED CONFLICT FREQUENCIES

Table D-1 summarizes the expected number of conflicts per day between
single vehicles at uncontrolled intersections based on the assumption that any
vehicles that arrive within 2 sec of one another are potentially in conflict.
Table D-1 focuses on low-volume intersections on roadways with ADT less than
400 veh/day. This is typical of the type of intersection that is operated with no
control. Table D-1, equivalent to Glennon's Table H-1 in NCHRP Report 214, can
be derived with either Equation (D-4) or (D-7). Please note that the two-way ADTs
in the table must be divided in half to obtain one-way ADTs before applying the
equations.

For higher-volume situations, the expected conflict frequencies are as
follows:

ADT for Road A and Road B

1,000-1,000
2,000-2,000
4,000-4,000

Conflicts oer Dav

30
120
490

These higher conflict frequencíes indicate why uncontrolled intersections are
seldom used at higher volume levels.

The conflicts tabulated in Table D-1 do not necessarily represent accidents,
only the possibility that accidents could occur. One approach to interpretation of
the expected conflict frequencies is to translate them into expected accident rates.
Based on traffic conflict evaluations in the literature, Glennon estimated a ratio of
0.00016 between annual accident frequency and annual conflict frequency. This
small ratio implies that the accident rates at low-volume intersections should be

. very small. However, as is made clear by the basic assumptions of Glennon's
model, this approach does not address the safety implications of restricted lSD.

Another approach to assessing the implicatíons of restricted ISD is to vary
the length of the conflict exposure interual (t) in Equations (D-4) and (D-5). The
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conflicts most likely to lead to accidents occur when vehicles arrive at the
intersection at close to the same time. While such conflicts are included in the
expected values presented in Table D-1, so are less serious conflicts when
vehicles arrive as much as 2 sec apart.

The sensitivity analysis of the existing tSD Case I shows that when ISD
equivalent to 3 sec of travel time at the design speed is provided, negative
margins of safety as large as 0.6 sec can result. ln other words, a collision would
be likely unless (1) the second vehicle arrived at least 0.6 sec later than the first
vehicle, (2) one or both vehicles used unusually large acceleration or deceleration
rates, or (3) one or both vehicles made a major change in path to avoíd a collÍsion.
ln Table D-2, the Poisson model represented by Equations (D-5) through (D-7) is
used to evaluate the probability of a conflict involving two vehicles arriving at the
intersection within 0.6 sec of one another. These conflict rates are approximately
25o/o ol the conflict rates shown in Table D-1 .

Finally, the Poisson model represented by Equation (D-s) was apptied to
estimate the probability of a vehicle on one approach approaching the intersection
within 2 sec of a platoon of two vehicles on an intersecting approach. The resutts
of this evaluation are shown in Table D-3. The expected conflict frequencies in
Table D-3 are small enough to suggest that it is reasonable to assume, as
AASHTO does, that the risk of collisions involving platooned vehicles at low-
volume intersections is low enough to be discounted.
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Table D-1. EXPECTED NUMBER OF RIGHT-ANGLE
INTERSECTION CONFLICTS PER DAY

Two-way
ADT for
Road A
(veh/day)

Two-way ADT for Road B (veh/day)

100 200 300 40050

50

100

200

300

400

0.08

0.15

0.31

0.46

0.62

0.15

0.31

0.62

0.92

1.23

0.31

0.62

1.23

1.84

2.46

0.46

0.92

1.84

2.76

3.68

0.62

1.23

2.46

3.68

4.91

Table D-2. EXPECTED NUMBER OF SEVERE RIGHT-ANGLE
INTERSECTION CONFLICTS PER DAY

Two-way
ADT for Two-wav ADT for Road B (veh/day)

Road A(veh/dav) 50 100 200 300 400

50

100

200

300

400

0.02

0.05

0.09

0.14

0.18

0.05

0.09

0.19

0.28

0.37

0.09

0.19

0.37

0.55

o.74

0.14

o.28

0.56

0"83

1.1 1

0.18

0.37

0.74

1.11

1.48

MRI.CTFO\R31 0606.APP D-6



Table D-3. EXPEOTED NUMBER oF RIGHT-ANGLE tNTERSEciloN
CONFLICTS PER DAY INVOLVING A TWO-VEHICLE PLATOON

Two-way
ADT for
Road A

Two-way ADT for Road B (veh/dav)

(veh/dav) 50 100 200 300 400

50 0.00003

100 0.00009

200 0.00030

300 0.00062

400 0.00107

0,00009

0.00024

0.00071

0.00142

0.00237

0.00030

0.00071

0.00190

0.00356

0.00569

0.00062

0.00142

0.00356

0.00640

0.00995

0.00107

0.00237

0.00569

0.00995

0.01515
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APPEND¡X E

ALTERNATIVE ISD MODELS CONSIDERED IN THE
RESEARCH BUT NOT RECOMMENDED

This appendix provides documentation of some alternative ISD models for
uncontrolled and STOP-controlled intersections that were considered in the
research, but have not been recommended for inclusion in AASHTO policy. The
purpose of this appendix is to document what these models are and why they
were not recommended, so that readers who are familiar with previous literature
will know the reasons these models were not recommended.

ALTERNATIVE ISD MODELS FOR UNCONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

Three alternative ISD models for uncontrolled intersections that were
proposed prior to this research were reviewed during the research. These include
a model developed by McGee et al. (9), a model developed by Harwood et al.
(l1)), and a model presented in the Traffic Control Devices Handbook ($). The
following discussion explains each of the models and why they were not
recommended for use in ISD policy.

Alternative ISD Model Developed by McGee et al.

An alternative model for ISD Case I has been proposed by McGee et al.
(9). The McGee et al. model is one of several alternatives to the AASHTO model
based on the explicit consideration of a deceleration rate, rather than an assumed
value of time to adjust speed. The model recommended by McGee et al. is:

WV- a-W2
lSD" = 1.47 Vato, * -ivb 2.93 Vb2

(E-1)

where: lSDa = d"; minimum intersection sight distance for Vehicle A (ft);
(see Fígure 2)

Va = design speed for Vehicle A (mph)

to,. = perception-reaction time (sec) (assumed: tp, = 2.0 sec)

W = width of roadway on which Vehicle A is traveling (ft)

Vb = design speed for Vehicle B (mph)

ar = deceleration rate of Vehicle A (mph/sec) (Note: if the
vehicle accelerates, a' has a negative value)
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The derivation of the model in Equation (E-1) appears only in an
unpublished paper by Hooper and McGee (@). This model is based on the
assumption that the existing AASHTO Case I model provides no time to adjust
speed. ln other words, they assumed that in Equations (1) and (2), to. = 3.0 sec
and t"o, = 0.0 sec. Equation (E-1) was intended to remedy this problem.

The derivation of Equation (E-1) will be explained with reference to
Figure E-1. McGee et al. assume that at the limit of the required sight distance
Vehicle B is 3.0 sec traveltime from the intersection, equalto the current
AASHTO Case I lSD. ln order for Vehicle A to avoíd collision with Vehicle B, it is
assumed that Vehicle A must have a leg of the sight triangle that is longer than
that of Vehicle B, including both the distance traveled during perception-reaction
time (do.') and the distance traveled during braking (d0""). McGee et al. chose to
measure all distances for Vehicle A from the front of the vehicle all and distances
for Vehicle B from the rear of the vehicle; this avoids the need for a vehicle length
term in the model.

Vehicle A :--)V^
t I ----- '

Figure E-1. Distances and vehicle positions assumed in McGee et al. model
for ISD Case I (9,U).

dp¡--+!- dcec

I

A
I

W
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At time t.,, it is assumed that both vehicles are at the vertices of the sight
triangle. Vehicle A is at a distance do.' + do"" from the intersection, and Vehicle B
is at a distance do,. from the intersectìon. Therefore, in the time interual from t., to
t, before braking begins, Vehicles A and B both travel a distance equal to do, at
the design speeds of their respective highways and the rear of Vehicle B is just
about to enter the intersection. lt is then assumed that during the time interual
from t, to t., Vehicle A must decelerate so that it does not enter the intersectíon
until Vehicle B has cleared the intersection. These relationships can be
expressed as follows:

d"= dpr* dd""

dp, = 1.47 Va tpr

V" - ã, (t, - fr)
2.93

(tr - tr)

(E-2)

(E-3)

(E-4)

(E-5)

do"" = 1.47

ts-tz=
1"47 Vb

where the speed, distance, and time variables are defined in Figure E-1. The
deceleration rate (a,) is expressed in units of mph/sec. Equation (E-1) is obtained
by substituting Equation (E-5) ínto Equation (E-4) and then substituting
Equations (E-3) and (E-4) into Equation (E-2).

A sensitivity analysis of Equation (E-1) conducted during the research
found that the required ISD was very sensitive to both the speed of Vehicle A and
the perception-reaction time. ISD was much less sensitive to the speed of
Vehicle B and the width of the intersection. And, finally, there was almost no
sensitivity of ISD to deceleration rate. This is unfoftunate, because one of the
most attractive features of the McGee et al. model is that it incorporates an explicit
term for deceleration rate. lt is also a concern that the sight distance required
for Vehicle A decreases as the speed of Vehicle B increases, which seems
counterintuitive.

It should be noted that, using the same input parameter values, the McGee
et al. model actually requires less sight distance than the current AASHTO Case I

model. This feature of the McGee et al. model makes it undesirable because our
sensitivity analysis has found that the current Case I model does not provide
sufficient time for drivers to adjust speeds.

There is also a conceptual concern in the use of Equation (E-1)as an ISD
model. While most ISD models assume that both vehicles first sight each other at
the same distance from the intersection (at least if the design speeds of the two
roadways are the same), Equation (E-1) is based on the assumption that
Vehicle B begins closer to the intersection than Vehicle A. This could lead to a

W
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problem; if Vehicle B were actually the same distance from the intersection as
Vehicle A at time t.', Vehicle A might not see Vehicle B in time to be able to
decelerate sufficiently to avoid a collision.

Based on the problems noted and the lack of sensitivity to deceleration
rate, the use of the McGee et al. model as a basis for lsD policy is not
recommended.

Alternative ISD Model Developed by Harwood et al.

Hanryood et al. (-1-Q) developed an alternative to the McGee et al. model as
pail of a recent FHWA study of the effects of truck characterístics on geometric
design"

The ISD model in Equation (E-1) contains a deceleration term for which a
truck deceleration rate could be used, but the equation does not explicitly consider
vehicle length (which would also be needed to determine ISD Case I for trucks).
Therefore, in 1990, Hanruood et al. proposed a further modification of the McGee
equation to incorporate both the length of the vehicle that has the right-of-way (Lo)
and the deceleration rate of the vehicle that does not have the right-of-way (d'): -

2.93 Vb2
(E-6)

where: lSDa = d"; minimum intersection sight distance for Vehicle A (ft);
(see Figure 2)

Va = design speed for Vehicle A (mph)

Vb = design speed for Vehicle B (mph)

to, = perception-reaction time (sec) (assumed: tp, = 2.0 sec)

W = width of roadway on which Vehicle A is traveling (ft)

Lb = length of Vehicle B (ft)

at = deceleration rate of Vehicle A (mph/sec) (Note: if the
vehicle accelerates, a, has a negative value.)

Hooper and McGee (g) indicated that a modification of this type to their modet
would be necessary if all of Vehicle B in Figure E-1 were not visible to Vehicle A at
the beginning of the maneuver. Hanryood et al. conctuded that the same type of
modification could be used to assure that the entire length of Vehicle A couid clear
the intersection"

lSDa = 1.47 Vato, * ( * * t-o) 
+
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A sensitivity analysis of the Han¡rood et al. model provides results very
similar to those for the McGee et al. model from which it is derived. ISD in the
Hanvood et al. model is most sensitive to the speed of Vehicle A and the
perception-reaction time. There is much less sensitivity to the speed of Vehicle B,
the width of the intersection, and the length of Vehicle B. As in the McGee et al.
model, there is almost no sensitivity of ISD to deceleration rate.

Our evaluation has concluded that the Hanryood et al. model in
Equation (E-6) has many of the same potential problems as the McGee et al.
model in Equation (E-3). Therefore, the Harwood et al. model has not been
recommended as a basis for ISD policy.

Alternative Model Based on Safe Approach Speed

Existing criteria for the installation of traffic control devices at intersections
have íncorporated the concept of "safe approach speed" or "critical approach
speed." The MUTCD (æ) uses the term "safe approach speed" and the Traffic
Control Devices Handbook (TCDH) (5) uses the term "critical approach speed."
These two terms are essentially equivalent. For convenience, the following
discussion will use the term "safe approach speed" exclusively, since this is the
term used in the MUTCD.

The safe approach speed is the threshold speed above which a vehicle
approaching an intersection would not be able to react in time to avoid a possible
accident. The safe approach speed is a measure of the available sight distance to
which the prevailing vehicle speed on an intersection approach can be compared.

The STOP sign warrants in MUTCD Section 2B-5 do not contain any
specific criteria for safe approach speed. However, the YIELD sign warrants in
MUTCD Section 2B-B state that YIELD signs may be warranted on an intersection
approach where it is necessary to assign the right-of-way and where the safe
approach speed exceeds 16 km/h (10 mph).

The TCDH provides more specific guidance on the installation of STOP and
YIELD signs. The TCDH states that a roadway with a safe approach speed
between 16 and 24 km/h (10 and 15 mph) would normally be controlled wíth a
YIELD sign and a roadway with a safe approach speed of 16 km/h (10 mph) or
less would normally be controlled with a STOP sign. Other considerations
discussed in the MUTCD and TCDH can also warrant the use of STOP and YIELD
signs. By implication, no control is permissible when the safe approach speed
exceeds 24 kmlh (15 mph), because a YIELD sign is not warranted.

The TCDH guidelines are, in effect, an ISD policy that is used widely by
local agencies. These agencies assume that if the available sight distance on an
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intersection approach provides a safe approach speed greater lhan 24 km/h
(15 mph), then that sight distance is adequate for uncontrolled operation of the
intersection.

Research in 1981 by Stockton et al. (Ql) for FHWA endorsed the 16-km/h
(1O-mph) safe approach speed criterion to distinguish between locations for STOP
and YIELD signs and suggested that a reduction to I km/h (5 mph) might be
justified at low'volume intersections. Stockton et al. also concluded that fudher
research was needed on the minimum safe approach speed to distinguish YIELD
from uncontrolled operation.

The TCDH provides a chafi for determining the safe approach speed of an
intersection approach. Figure E-2 presents this chad and an accompanying
intersection diagram that defines the distances used in the chart. The chaft is
entered by plotting a point on the horizontal axis representing the prevailing speed
on the major road. Two points are then plotted representing (a,b), and (c,d), the
location of the sight obstructions in the left and right quadrants of the approach,
respectively. Línes are drawn connecting the plotted points and safe approach
speeds for the sight distance available in the left and right quadrants are read
from the veftical scale. The lower of the two values is the safe approach speed
for the approach.

This TCDH chaft was originally developed at the University of California-
Berkeley. lt has also appeared in the 1965 Traffle Engineeríng Handbook (&), in
a textbook by Kennedy, Homburger, and Kell (35) and in the FHWA report by
Stockton et al. (33).

Figure E-2 presents the assumptions on which this chaft is based. There
appear to be some potential problems with these assumptions. In particular, the
assumed perception-reaction time is 1 sec, in contrast to 2 sec which is used in
the AASHTO ISD policy. ln addition, the assumed deceleration rate is 4.9 m/sec2
(16 fVsec2). This is an extremely high deceleration rate for consideration in
geometric design criteria, larger than those used in the AASHTO SSD policy. This
deceleration rate represents an emergency maneuver, and it may not be
achievabfe on a wet pavement because the vehicle will skid instead.

The authors have been unable to derive the results indicated by the chart in
Figure E-2 from the assumptions presented there. ln a telephone conversation
with one of the authors, Dr. Wolfgang Homburger indicated that he had found the
same problem, This chart, therefore, had been replaced in the 1980 edition of the
textbook by Homburger and Kell (QS), which is an update of the Kennedy,
Homburger, and Kell textbook.
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Safe approach speed method for intersection approaches
presented in the Traffic Control Devices Handbook (E).
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The Homburger and Kell model (36) ¡s based on analysís of a minor-road
vehicle at the location closest to the intersection from which this vehicle can stop
with a clearance margin of X" before colliding with a major road vehicle. The
following discussion shows how the Homburger and Kell model can be used to
determine ISD as well as safe approach speed.

The leg of the sight triangle along the minor road is computed as:

(E-7)

where: ¡SDa = leg of sight triangle along the minor road measured from
the point at which the major- and minor-road vehicle
paths cross (ft)

Va = speed of minor-road vehicle (mph)

to,. = perception-reaction time of minor-road driver (sec)

ar = maximum comfoftable deceleration rate of the minor-road
vehicle (fUsec2)

Xc = clearance margin between stopped minor-road vehicle
and the point at which the major- and minor-road vehicle
paths cross (ft)

Because ISD in Equation (E-7) is computed from the point at which the vehicle
paths cross rather than the curb line, lSD" should technically be reduced by the
value of a' in Figure E-2. However, the value of a' [typically 2 m (6 ft)] is trivial
compared to the value of lSD".

The leg of the sight triangle along the major road required for the driver of
the minor-road vehicle to stop before reaching the intersection is computed as:

IsDa=1.47varr,*W**"
'r 2â,

1.47 V.t"--tpr-#
dl

lSDb = 1.47 Vb ts

(E-8)

(E-e)

where: ts = maneuver time for mínor-road vehicle (sec)

Vb = speed of major-road vehicle (mph)

lSDb = leg of sight triangle along major road (ft); equivalent to the
distance traveled by the major-road vehicle during t.
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The ISD model in Equations (E-8) and (E-9) provides enough sight distance to
allow the minor-road drivers to avoid an accident as long as they make the
decision to stop in time to complete the stopping maneuver before reaching the
intersection.

The leg of the síght triangle along the major road required for the driver of
the minor-road vehicle to continue at constant speed and cross the major road
before a potentially conflicting major-road vehicle reaches the intersection is
computed as:

(E-l0)

(E-11)ISD' = 1.4V Vb ts

where: Lr = remaining length of minor-road vehicle behind the location of
the driver's eye (ft)

tc = clearance margin between depafture of minor-road vehicle
from potential collision point and arrival of major-road vehicle
(sec)

The ISD model is Equations (E-10) and (E-1 1) provides enough sight distance to
allow minor-road drivers to avoid an accident provided that they makes the
decision to proceed through the intersection without slowing down. lf the larger of
the two sight distance values that have been computed above is used, then there
is enough sight distance to avoid an accident if the minor-road river decides either
to stop or to continue through the intersection at constant speed. The only
potential for an accident would arise from indecision on the pafi of the minor-road
driver, e"9., slowing and then deciding to continue through the intersection.

Homburger and Kell assume the following values for these parameters in
their model:

to' 1.0 sec
à, s.1 m/sec2 110 fvsec2¡
Xc 4.6 m (15 ft)
Lr 4.6 m (15 ft)
tc 3.0 sec

The authors of the current repoft have two concerns about these assumptions.
First, the perception-reaction time (to,) of 1.0 sec seems too short, given that
2.0 sec is used by AASHTO for ISD applications and that our evaluation has
recommended even greater perception-reaction time for uncontrolled
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intersections. Second, the clearance margin (t") of 3.0 sec between the
major-road vehicles seems too long; a clearance margin of 1"0 sec may be
adequate for safety.

Homburger and Kell extend these sight distance models to the computation
of safe approach speed by determining the major-road leg of the available sight
triangle when the minor-road vehicle is at a distance equivalent to lSD" from the
potential collision point. The major-road legs of the available sight triangles to the
left and to the right are determined as:

(E-12)

(E-13)

where: dL = distance along the major road to the left that can be seen by
the minor-road driver (ft)

= distance along the major road to the right that can be seen by
the minor-road driver (ft)

= a' + a" , distance to view obstruction as defined in Figure E-2

= b' + b", distance to view obstruction as defined in Figure E-2

= c' + c" , distance to view obstruction as defined in Figu re E-2

= d' + d", distance to view obstructíon as defined in Figure E-2

The safe approach speed for the minor-road with respect to a vehicle approaching
from the left on the major road can be determined by setting d,_ equal to lSDo and
solving the resulting equation for V". The safe approach speed with respect to a
vehicle approaching from the right can be determined in a analogous manner by
setting d, equal to lSDo and solving for V".

A sensitivity analysis of the application of the Homburger and Kell safe
approach speed model to ISD was conducted. A sensitivity analysis of
Equation (E-7) found that lSD" is most sensitive to the speed of Vehicle A and to
the deceleration rate of Vehicle A. lSD" is much less sensitive to perception-
reaction time and is not at all sensitive to the clearance distance margin.

A sensitivity analysis of the sight distance along the major road required to
accommodate stopping by the minor-road vehicle based on Equations (E-8) and
(E-9) found that lSDo is very sensitive to the speed of Vehícle A, the speed of

dR

a

b

c

d

MRt-CTRO\n31oOOO.APP E-10



Vehicle B, and the deceleration rate of Vehicle A. However, lSDo is not very
sensitive to perception-reaction time.

A sensitivity analysis of the leg of the sight distance along the major road
required to accommodate a crossing maneuver by the minor-road vehicle based
on Equations (E-10) and (E-11) found that lSDo is very sensitive to the speed of
Vehicle B and is also moderately sensitive to the deceleration rate of Vehicle A.
lSBo is less sensitive to the time clearance margin for the crossing maneuver,
perception-reaction time, and the speed of Vehicle A, while lSDo is nearly
insensitive to the distance clearance margin for the stopping maneuver and the
remaining length of the Vehicle A behind the driver's eye.

The sight distance methodology in Equations (E-7) through (E-1 1), with the
exceptions noted above, appears to represent traffic operations at uncontrolled
intersections quite reasonably and might have been used in deriving ISD criteria,
except that it does not incorporate the field obseruations that drivers on
approaches to uncontrolled intersections normally slow down to 50% of their
midblock running speed. Therefore, an alternative ISD model for uncontrolled
intersections that incorporates this observation was formulated and has been
recommended in Chapter Two.

ALTERNATIVE ISD MODELS FOR STOP-CONTROLLED ¡NTERSECTIONS

Four alternative ISD models for STOP-controlled intersectíons that were
proposed or in use prior to this research were reviewed during the research.
These include the current AASHTO model with a variable speed reduction, a
model developed by Fitzpatrick et al. (12), a model developed by the Arizona
DOT, and a model developed by the Connecticut DOT. The following discussion
documents each of these models and the reasons they were not recommended
for use in ISD policy.

Current AASHTO Model With Variable Speed Reduction (Alternative 1)

Several state highway agencies have formulated models for Case lllB
based on speed reductions by the major-road vehicte to speeds other than 85% of
the design speed. Such models have the general form:

O = 1.47(SR*V) (J + t") (E-14)

SR = average speed reduction of major-road vehicle (expressed
as a percentage of design speed on the major road)

where:
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The term SR.V in Equation (E-14) represents the average speed of the
major-road vehicle during the deceleration maneuver. However, the term t",
whether determined from Green Book Table lX-8 or from truck data, should be
determined from the final speed to which the major-road vehicle decelerates (VJ,
not the average speed of the major road vehicle (SR.V). Similarly the value of h
should be determined as:

h = p - D - 1.Swo + +2R - 1.47 Vrt,n- L" (E-15)

where: V, = final speed reached by deceleration of major-road vehicle (mph);
also speed to which minor-road vehicle must accelerate.

Equation (E-15) is identicalto Equation (26) in ChapterTwo. The
conceptual problem with using Equation (E-15) in the variable speed model is that
V. in Equation (E-15) cannot be evaluated without knowing the relationship
between the average speed (SR.V) and the final speed (V,) of the major-road
vehicle. For example, the AASHTO Case lllB policy assumes that the average
speed of the major-road vehicle is 95% of the design speed and the final speed is
85% of the design speed.

The variable speed model represented by Equation (E-14) and (E-1S)
cannot be used unless the relationship between the average speed and the final
speed of the major-road vehicle is specified for various initial speeds. This could
be done, but the modified AASHTO model presented in Equations (34) through
(39) provides a better approach to evaluating variable speed reductions.
Therefore, the use of Equations (E-14) and (E-15) is not recommended.

Alternative Model Developed by Fitzpatrick et al.

A model formulated by Fitzpatrick et al. (12), presented in Table E-1, was
developed to reproduce the ISD Case lllB model from the 1990 Green Book. This
model successfully reproduces the 1990 values for Case lllB within 3 to 10%.
This model was originally formulated because the 1990 Green Book did not fully
explain the AASHTO model for ISD Cases lllB and lllC. However, this model is
not recommended because it sets both SR.V in Equation (E-14) and V, in
Equation (E-15) equal to 85% of the major-road design speed. Again, the
modified AASHTO model presented in Equations (3a) to (39) appears to provide a
better approach to Case lllB.
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Alternative Model Developed by the Arizona DOT

The model used by the Arizona DOT for Case lllB is an equation for sight
distance that is meant to prevent rear-end collisions between turning vehicles and
following major-road vehicles. This equation is intended to provide enough ISD to
ensure that the major-road vehicle can stop if necessary.

The ISD is calculated as distance traveled by the major-road vehicle while
minor-road vehicle enters the highway plus the braking distance for major-road
vehicle (equal to second term of the AASHTO SSD equation) minus the distance
traveled by minor-road vehicle during the major-road vehicle's braking maneuver
plus the length of the minor-road vehicle. The Arizona DOT model for ISD is:

ISD = 1.47vd$x* 1) * ==I: ,' ' 30(ftG)
(E-16)

where: ISD = required intersection sight distance (ft)

Va = speed of major-road vehicle (mph)

tx = time required for stopped vehícle to accelerate and travel a
distance X (sec) (note: the 1.0 sec added to t, in
Equation (E-1 6) represents perceptíon-reaction time)

f = coêfficient of braking friction

G = percent grade in decimal form

Ar = acceleration factor for stopped vehicle (equal to 26 for
passenger cars and 15 for truck and buses)

Gr = adjustment factor for grade effect

L = length of turning vehicle (ft)

-i'. .ã1,o,.'
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The distance X is equalto:

X=D*Z (E-17)

where: X = distance which stopped vehicle must travel to make the
turn-in-front movement apparent to the approaching vehicle

D = distance traversed from the stoppíng position of the
minor-road vehicle to edge of the traveled way (ft)
(assumed minimum: D = 6 ft)

Z = length of pavement along turning path of entering vehicle,
measured from the edge of the traveled way to the front
end location of the vehicle when it reaches the center of the
intended lane of travel (ft)

Equation (E-16) makes intuítive sense. The inclusion of the first term of the
equation representing the distance traveled by the major-road vehicle during the
entering vehicle's initial maneuver is essentially equivalent to perception-reaction
time for the major-road vehicle. At the end of this time, the minor-road vehicle has
entered the roadway and is beginning to accelerate to speed. The addition of the
second term of the AASHTO SSD model stopping sight distance accounts for the
braking of the major-road vehicle" The third term of the equation accounts for the
distance traveled by the minor-road vehicle during the time that the'major-road
vehicle is braking. Since the minor-road vehicle is in the roadway and beginning
to accelerate away from the decelerating major-road vehicle, this term has a
negative sign. Finally, the required ISD is increased by the length of the
minor-road vehicle. This accounts for the fact that the front-end of the mínor-road
vehicle was the reference point for the first two terms of the equation, whereas the
potential collision point between the major- and minor-road vehicles would be at
the rear end of the minor-road vehicle.

The weakness of the Arizona model is that it is based on stopping by the
major-road vehicle. This contradicts the normal right-of-way rule and assumes
that the major-road vehicle should be prepared to stop to accommodate a turning
maneuver by the minor-road vehicle, rather than the other way around. Further-
more, a complete stop by Vehicle B should not be necessary except in an
emergency situation involving a misjudgment by one or more of the involved
drivers; Vehicle B needs only to slow to the speed of Vehicle A, which is
accelerating. The Arizona DOT model was not pursued further in the research
because the modified AASHTO model presented in Equations (34) to (39)
appeared to be a superior method for evaluating ISD requirements at STOP-
controlled intersections.'
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Alternative Model Developed by the Connecticut DOT

The Connecticut Depaftment of Transportatíon (ConnDOT) conducted a
research study in 1985 to develop a modified formulation for the AASHTO
Case lllB model. Specifically, ConnDOT was concerned that pertinent factors in
the Case lllB situation were not accounted for by the AASHTO model. These
included perception-reaction times for both the minor-road and major-road
vehicles. Additionally, concerns were raised by ConnDOT regarding the validity of
the vehicle acceleration rates used by AASHTo (which were subsequenfly
updated for the 1990 Green Book). Finally, concerns were raised regarding the
lack of a specified value for the vehicle gap or tailgate distance in the 1984 Green
Book and the use of average running speed as the final speed of the major-road
vehicle. This vehicle gap value has now been specified in the 1990 Green Book
as a distance equivalent to 2.0 sec of travel time at 85o/" of the major-road design
speed.

The alternative model that resulted from the ConnDOT research is:

tsD = r.+z 
ftos-.rq 

* @s2- -ls"l + (BSxrt] (x, - 3s - rc) (E-18)

where: DS = design speed (mph)

RS = reduced speed of major-road vehicle (mph) (assumed:
RS = 0.9 DS)

X = width of opposing lanes (ft)

D = deceleration rate (mph/sec) (assumed: D decreases from 1

mph/sec at 30 mph to 1.55 mph/sec at 70 mph)

J1 = perception-reaction time of major-road vehicle (sec)

TR = time at reduced speed (sec)

Xa = distance accelerating vehicle travels (ft)

TG = tailgate distance (ft) (assumed: TG equalto one car length
for every 10 mph)

Based on their research, ConnDOT provided tables for the parameters X,
J1 and D. TR, the time at the reduced speed, can be computed as:

MRI.CIRD\FI31 0606.APP E-15



TB = TA + J2 - Jl - TD (E-19)

TA = time required for minor-road veh¡cle to accelerate to speed
RS (sec)

where:

J2 = perception-reaction time of minor-road vehicle (sec
assumed J2 = 1.0 sec)

TD = time for major-road vehicle to decelerate from design speed
(DS) to reduced speed (RS)

The ConnDOT model appears to be a promising approach to Case lllB.
However, the modified AASHTO model presented in Equations (34) to (gg)
incorporates several of the key concepts included in the ConnDoT model,
including consideration of the perception-reaction time for both the major-road and
minor-road vehicles. Therefore, the ConnDOT model was not pursued further as
a basis for ISD at STOP-controlled intersections.
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APPEND¡X F

FIELD STUDIES OF DRIVER GAP ACCEPTANCE BEHAVIOR
AND ACCELERATION/DECELERATION RATES

IN TURNING MANEUVERS
AT STO P-CONITRO !-LED INTERSECTIONS

This appendix describes the field obseruational studies that were
conducted at selected intersections to evaluate alternative models for ISD for right
and left turns from the minor road at STOP-controlled intersections. The primary
purpose of these field studies was to provide data to assess the appropriate
values of the parameters of the alternative models for this ISD case presented in
Chapter 3 of this repoft: a gap acceptance model and a modified AASHTO model
based on the acceleration rates, deceleration rates, and perception-reaction times
of major- and minor-road vehicles. The field studies were performed by
videotaping traffic operations at each of the study intersections, typically during
both peak and off-peak conditions. During the same time periods, traffic data
recorders placed on the roadway in the lanes of the major roadway in the
intersection area recorded the speed, length, and arrival time of each vehícle on
the major road both upstream and downstream of the intersection. These data
were reduced and analyzed to quantify the parameters of the gap acceptance and
acceleration/deceleration models. The remainder of this appendix describes the
data collection, reduction, and analysis activities.

FIELD STUDY INTERSECTIONS

Field observational data for STOP-controlled intersections were collected at
a total of 13 intersections located in lllinois, Missouri, and Pennsylvania. A total of
229.5 hr of traffic observational data were collected at STOP-controlled
intersections, representing a total oÍ 44 days of field data collection. In addition to
the gap acceptance and acceleration/deceleration studies, studies of vehicle
stopping positions on the STOP-controlled minor-road leg were pedormed at each
of these intersections; at 1 of the 13 intersections, only stopping position studies
were performed. The collection, reduction, and analysis of the stopping position
data is discussed in Appendix H.

The 13 field study intersections were located in two major geographic
regions of the United States: the Noftheast and Midwest. Table F-1 summarizes
the characteristics of the field study intersections. Of the 13 field study
intersections, two were located in lllinois, four in Missouri, and seven in
Pennsylvania.
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Available ISD for minor-road driver. m

Number
Site Area of

lL01 Fringe

lL02 Rural

MO01 Fringe

MOO2 Subuóan

MO03 Subuóan

MO04 Suburban

PA01 Rural

PA02 Rural

PAoal Ru¡al

PA04 Rural

PA05 Suburban

PA06 Bural

3

3

3

4

4

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

EB/WB

EB/wB

NEl/SB

EB/WB

EB/WB

EB/WB

NB/SB

NB/SB

NB/SB

NB/SB

NE/SB

EEI/WB

NB

SB

WB

SB

SB

SB

EB

WB

WB

EB

EEI/WB

SB

10,600

9,700

11,200

11,000

8,000

10,200

13,500

5,100

3,600

'I,7s0

2,000

4,700

2,000

3,500

6,600

3.900

3,200

4,800

3,200

2r0 (670) 260 (830)

420 (1,3s0) 240 (760)

8o (so)c 80 (50r

370 (r,2oo) 340 (r,roo) 88 (ss)d 8s (ss)d

410 (1,330) 440 (1,420) 80 (s0) 72(451

310 (1,000) 320 (1,050) 88 (ss) 88 (ss)

330 (1,060) 4s0 (1,470) 72(45) 72(4sl Flashing beacon

180(600) unrimired 
T l::l ;:ffi

320 (r,æ0) 270 (880) 72 (4s) 72 (4s)

140(440) e0(280) 
::i::',::0,::', Frash¡nsbeacon

170 (s30) 420 (1,3so) 72(4sl 72(4s',t

30 (80) 2s0 (800) 72(45) 72(451

'Tt
!

1Þ

' Measured from a position on the minor-road approach 6 m (20 ft) from tho edge of the major-road traveled way, as prescribed in the cunent AASHTO policy for ISD Cases lllB and lllo.b Unlimited sight distance means al least 600 m (2,ooo ft).c Advisory sp€€d of 72 kÍùt (45 mph) on ma¡or road.d Aùisory spe€d ol64 km/h (40 mph) on ma¡or road.
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As shown in Table F-2, a total of 229.5 hr of data collection were performed
at these 13 intersections. As shown in the table, 8.0 hr of data collection were
pedormed over 3 days at the two lllinois intersections, 81 .O hr over 16 days at the
four Missouri intersections, and 140.5 hr over 25 days at the seven pennéytvania
intersections.

Of the 13 field study intersections, six had three tegs, while the remaining
seven were four-way intersections. A total of g7.5 hr ovei 20 days were
conducted at three-leg intersections, with the remaining 102.0 hi over 24 days of
data collection were performed at four-leg intersections.

Field observational studies of both left- and right-turn maneuvers were
conducted at many of the study intersections. A totà of 121.0 hr of data collection
over 24 days were performed for left-turn maneuvers, while 102.5 hr of data
collection over 19 days were performed for right-turn maneuvers. The specific
intersection approaches and turning maneuvérs selected for data collection were
based on the traffic volumes and tu-rning movement fatterns obserued ín the field
for various times of the day. Naturally, át three-leg droe-controlled intersections,
all of the data collection involved turns from the siñgle minor-road approach. ln
several cases, at four-leg intersections, data for left- and right-trrn rän"ru"r,
were collected for both minor-road approaches.

Several of the study intersections had relatively high volumes of trucks
turning onto the major road. Site MO02, in particularjwas selected because it
provided access to a state highway from a major warehouse and storage facility
served by many large trucks.

Table F-3 summarizes the accident experience at each of the study
intersections for periods of three to five calendar years. The table is limited to
accidents that involved vehicles making the specific turning maneuvers studíed in
the field from the specific intersection ãpproaches studied. None of the study
intersections experienced more than 0.7 accídents per year associated with the
turning movement of interest, and many of the intersectjons experienced no
accidents associated with that particular turning movement. Thus, it can be
documented that the intersections on which thð research recommendations are
based operate safely.

FIELD DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES

Figure F-1 illustrates typical data collection setups for field studies of left-
and right-turn maneuvers. The video cameras were used to visuaily record the
traffic operations at the intersection proper. At most intersections, ónly one video
camera was necessary to obtain the data needed for the gap acceptañce
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Table F-2. SUMMARY OF DATA COLLECTION PERIODS FOR FIELD
STUDIES AT STOP.CONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

Site
number

Minor-road Turning Total
approach maneuver duration of
studied studied studv (hr) Studv date Time of dav/conditions

tL01

tL01

lL02

MO01

MO01

MO02

MO02

MO03

MO03

MO04

MO04

PAOl

PAOl

PAO2

PAO2

PAOs

PAO4

PAO4

PAO5

PAO5

PAO5

PAOs

PAO6

PAOT

PAOT

.PAO7

PAOT

NB

NB

SB

WB

WB

SB

SB

SB

SB

SB

SB

EB

EB

WB

WB

WB

EB

EB

EB

EB

WB

WB

SB

EB

EB

WB

WB

Right turn

Left turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Right turn

Left turn

Right turn

Left turn

TOTAL

2.0 4t13t94

4.0 4113t94

2.0 4114t94

4.0 3/9194

4.0 3/10t94 .

16.0 3115194,6124194,
6127194

10.0 3/16t94,6/28t94

9.0 3/14t95, f tA94

15.0 3117194,31',t8t94,
1113194

1 1.0 10/25194, 10128194

12.0 10126/94,10127194

12.0 5120/94,10114/94

23.5 12t3/93,5t27t94,
8/23t94, 10t11t94,
1U1494

1 1.5 618/94,912J94

1 1.5 6n194,9123194

8.0 9n194,918194

6.0 9t16t94

7.0 9115194

7.0 912U94

6.0 9/21/94

6.0 9t18t94

6.0 9/19t94

6.0 9/28t94

12.O 9t39t94,10m94

6.0 10t4t94

6.0 1016t94

6.0 10lst94

229.5

AM peak

Off peak

AM peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

Off peak, heavy truck volumes

Off peak, heavy truck volumes

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

PM peak, off peak

Off peak

Off peak

Off peak

Off peak

Off peak

Off peak

AM peak, off peak

Stopping position data only

PM peak, off peak

Off peak

AM peak, off peak

Off peak
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Table F-3. SUMMARY OF ACC¡DENT HISTORY OF STOP-CONTROLLED
FIELD STUDY INTERSECTIONS

Minor-road Turning Nqmber of reported accidents AccidentsSite approach maneuver per
number studied studied 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 vear

tL01

tL01

lL02

MO01

MOo1

MO02

MO02

MO03

MO03

MO04

MO04

PAOl

PAOl

PAO2

PAO2

PAO3

PAO4

PAO4

PAOs

PAO5

PAO5

PAO5

PAO6

PAOT

PAOT

PAOT

AO7

NB Rightturn 0 0 O - - O.O

NB Leftturn 1 0 O - - 0.3

SB Leftturn 0 0 O - - O.O

WB Rightturn 0 0 O - - O.O

WB Leftturn 0 0 O - - O.O

SB Right turn 0 0

SB Left turn 0 0

SB Right turn 0 0 O

SB Left turn 0 1 1

SB Right turn 0 0 O

SB Left turn 0 0 O

EB Right turn 0 1 O

EB Left turn 0 0 O

WB Right turn 0 0 O

WB Left turn 0 0 O

WB Left turn 1 0 O

EB Right turn 0 0 O

EB Left turn 0 0

EB Right turn 0 0

EB Left turn 0 0 2

WB Right turn 0 O O

WB Left turn 1 O O

SB Right turn 0 O O

EB Right turn 0 O O

EB Left turn 0 O O

WB Right turn 0 O O

Left turn

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.7

0.0

0.0

0.2

0.0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0.0

0.0

0.2

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.4

0.0

0.6

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0
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studies. The second camera provided a backup for the gap acceptance studies
and was also used for the stopping position studies described in Appendix H. The
gap acceptance camera provided a view of a minor-road vehicle as it approached
the intersection, stopped at the STOP sign, and then proceeded to turn left or right
into the major-road traffic stream. This camera also provided a view of each
major-road vehicle as it passed through the intersection.

The field studies used HI-STAR NC-90 sensors placed on the pavement
surface along the major road upstream and downstream of the intersection to
record the speed, length, and arrivaltime of each individual vehicle that passed
over the sensor. The sensors were placed at interuals of 60 to 120 m (2OO to
400 ft). The sensor locations and spacings were determined for each síte to avoid
driveways where vehicles might turn on the intersection legs. The fañhest
upstream sensor was typically placed at a location before the intersection or any
advance signing came into view, so that vehicle speeds beyond the influence area
of the intersection could be determined. ln a left- or right{urn maneuver, the
sensors downstream of the intersection recorded the speeds of the minor-road
vehicle at each sensor as it accelerated to complete its turning maneuver. The
speeds of the next following major-road vehicle were recorded by the sensors
both upstream and downstream of the intersection. These data were used to
determine how the speed profile of the major-road vehicle was influenced by the
minor-road vehicle's turning maneuver. Each sensor was approximately 030 mm
(13 in) thick, 150 mm (6 in) wide, and 6 mm (0.2s in) thick. the sensorð were
attached to the roadway surface with gray duct tape in the center of the
appropriate travel lane of the major road. The size and color of the sensors and
the tape was such that they were relatively inconspicuous to oncoming motorists.

During the field studies, each video camera was set up at the location that
provided the best vantage point to record the traffic operations at the intersection.
ln most cases, as shown in Figure F-1, the video camera recording the gap
acceptance data was placed on the opposite side of the intersection from the
study approach, while the camera recording the vehicle stopping position was on
the same side of the intersection as the study approach. At othér intersections, if
a better view could be obtained, both cameras were placed on the same side of
the intersection. The camera locations depended primarily on the localterrain,
using elevated positions whenever possible to obtain a better view.

Field observers were present at each site during the videotaping to make
sure that the equipment was operating properly and toidentify any unusualtratfic
events so that they could be excluded from the study periods. The obseruers
remained in a concealed location during as much of the study period as possible.

Since data from two video cameras and up to 11 traffic data recorders were
used together in the data analysis, all of these devices had to be synchronized.
Therefore, a procedure was developed to conveft the times recordêd by each
device to a common time base.
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Each video camera was connected to an external character generator that
superimposed on the videotape the elapsed time from the beginning of the study
period to the nearest tenth of a second" Each traffic data recorder was
programmed for a specific start time using a laptop computer; the internal clock of
the data recorder was set based on the time from the internal time clock of the
laptop computer. Thus, the laptop computer provided the common time base for
all of the traffic data recorders. A program developed for this research displayed
the internal clock of the laptop in large characters filling the entire screen display,
so that the numbers were several inches high. With this program running, the
laptop computer was held in view of each video camera at the beginning of the
2-hr videotape and at periodic intervals during the study. This allowed the data
from the two video cameras to be placed on the common time base that was also
by the traffic data recorders. Thus, the laptop computer served as the master time
for the entire study.

DATA REDUCTION ACTIVITIES

Once the data collection activities were pedormed, efforts focused on
reducing the data to a usable format. The first step in reducing the data was to
extract data from the videotapes on the gap acceptance behavior of drivers
turning left and right from the minor road. Then, a set of maneuvers with relatively
short gaps was identified and the speed profile of the minor-road vehicle and the
next following major-road vehicle were determined from the data recorded by the
traffic sensors"

Gap Acceptance

The objective of the first data reduction effort was to determine the gap
acceptance/rejection behavior of each minor-road driver as he/she waited to enter
the major-road traffic stream. These data were determined from review of one of
the videotapes recorded in the field.

An initial review or screening of each gap acceptance/rejection videotape
was pedormed to select those tapes that were the best candidates for complete
data reduction. Six of the 1 18 videotapes were excluded because the video
camera was misaimed during all or part of the study. Other videotapes were
excluded because traffic volumes were lower than desired, so there would be few
potential conflicts between major-road vehicles and turning vehicles from the
minor road. Based on this screening process, 63 videotapes (or approximately
53% of the entire data set) were selected as the highest priority for data reduction.
These high-priority videotapes were then reduced and analyzed.
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The field data set includes observations of driver acceptance and rejection
of gaps and lags of various lengths. A gap is the time headway between two
vehicles on the major road into which a minor-road vehicle may choose to turn. A
lag is the portion of a gap that remains when the minor-road vehicle first arrives at
the stop line or first begins to move onto the major road. Gap lengths were
measured in the study by the elapsed time from the crossing of the centerline of
the intersection by one vehicle until the crossing of the centerline of the
intersection by the next.

To pedorm the data reduction, each 2-hr tape was watched in real time. As
each event of interest occurred, the videotape was slowed or treeze-framed to find
the precise video frame on which that event was observed. The fotlowing data
were recorded for each vehicle on the minor-road approach:

' Vehicletype(passengercar/single-unittruck/combinatíontruck).

. Vehicle color (or other identifying characteristic).

' Time of arrival at the STOP sign or stop line (i.e., the first complete
stop by the minor-road vehicle, or, if a queue was present on the
minor road, the time at which the vehicle of interest became the first
in the queue).

' Time of departure from the STOP sign or stop line to enter the major
road.

. Maneuver executed (e.9., left turn, right turn, straight through).

The arrival and depadure times were determined from the elapsed time (to the
nearest tenth of a second) that was superimposed on each video frame by the
video camera.

The minor-road vehicle was not necessarily stopped for the entire interval
between the recorded arrival and departure times. During this interval, the minor-
road driver often crept fon¡uard to get a better view or to start from a position closer
to the major road. ln many instances, the minor-road vehicle never completely
stopped, but executed a maneuver often called a "rolling stop," i.e., the vehicle
slowed gradually as it approached the intersection, and then accelerated into the
major-road traffic stream without coming to a complete stop. ln these situations,
the departure time was taken from the video frame in which the vehicle began to
accelerate markedly and continuously onto the major road. This was often seen
on the videotape as a release of the brake lights or a sudden increase in the
vehicle's speed. When this occurred, the arrivaltime was coded as 0.1 sec less
than the deparlure time as a flag that the minor-road vehicle never completely
stopped.
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Arrival times were also recorded for each major-road vehicle that passed
through the intersection while the minor-road vehicle was present at the
intersection, as well as for the immediately preceding and following major-road
vehicles. The process was intended to determíne the arrival tímes of the major-
road vehicles that bounded each gap in minor-road traffic considered by the driver
of each minor-road vehicle. For a right-turn study, data were recorded only for
vehicles in the near lane of the major road. For a left-turn study, data were
recorded for major-road vehicles in both the near and far lanes.

The data recorded for major-road vehicles was simílar to the data recorded
for minor-road vehicles. Specifically, the following data were recorded for each
major-road vehicle:

. Vehicletype(passengercar/single-unittrucl</combinationtruck).

. Vehicle color (or other identifying characteristic).

. Arrival time (time at which the major-road vehicle crossed the
centerline of the intersection).

The centerline of the intersection used to record major-road vehícle arrival times
was defined as the extension of the centerline of the minor-road approach across
the intersection.

Careful quality assurance procedures were implemented for each
videotape that was reduced. After the data reduction for each videotape was
completed, the videotape and the recorded data were given to another reduction
team member who checked several entries (two or three per page) at random.
This procedure assured that any systematic errors in data reduction were
detected. ln addition, a simple visual scan of the entire recorded data set also
se¡ved to catch any errors that might not be caught in a random check, such as
two minor-road vehicles having the same arrival time was recorded.

Upon completion of the quality assurance procedures, the data were keyed
for subsequent analysis. All of the keyed data were reviewed to identify and
correct keying errors.

The analysis of these data to determine the gap acceptance/rejection
behavior of drivers on the minor-road approach is discussed below.

Acceleration/Deceleration Study

The objective of the second data reduction activity was to determine the
acceleration rates used by minor-road vehicles in turning maneuvers and the
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speed reductions and deceleration rates used by the followíng major-road
vehicles. These acceleration and deceleration rates and speed reductions were
of interest only for situations in which the following major-road vehicle was close
enough to the turning minor-road vehicle that its speed choice was influenced by
the turning vehicle. Therefore, the data reduction for the acceleration/deceleration
study was limited to turning maneuvers for which the accepted gap or lag was
10 sec or less. Turning maneuvers that met this criterion were identified in the
data from the gap acceptance study.

It was originally hoped that the identification and tracking of vehictes
through the HI-STAR sensor data could be automated so that vehicles from the
gap acceptance data could be identified in the HI-STAR data and traced from
sensor to sensor by a computer program. The commercially available HI-STAR
Model NC-90 sensors record vehicle arrival times only to the nearest second.
Greater precision was needed for tracking vehicles, so it was arranged with the
manufacturer of the HI-STAR sensors to make an engineering modification,
involving hardware and software changes, so that vehicle arrivattimes were
recorded to the nearest tenth of a second. However, even with modification, it
was found that tñó vehicle tracing could not be automated because the HI-STAR
sensors did not always begin data collection at their preprogrammed times;
variations up to several minutes were not unusual. Therefore, it was determined
that the vehicle tracing had to be performed manually. A long vehicle, such as a
large combination truck, traveling along the major road could usually be found in
the data recorded by each major-road sensor and could, therefore, be used to
determine the approximate time offsets between the sensors. The fact that the
time offsets between the sensors were known only approximately did not limit our
ability to compute acceleration and deceleration rates because the locations of the
sensors and, the distances between them, were known exactly.

The vehicle tracing was performed by obtaining printouts of the sequence
of vehicles passing over each major-road sensor during the entire study period.
These printouts were typically placed on a long table in the same sequence as the
sensors on the road.

Next, a particular turning maneuver was identified for tracing. This involved
finding in the gap acceptance data a particular turning maneuver for which the
accepted gap or lag was 10 sec or less. The duration of the accepted gap or lag,
the vehicle types of the minor- and major-road vehicles, and the clock times at
which they passed through the intersection were noted.

A logical starting point for tracing a particular vehicle along the major road
was in the data for the major-road sensor immediatety upstream of the
intersection. This sensor was typically about 38 m (12s ft) upstream of the
centerline of the intersection. The major-road vehicle was identified on the printed
output from the HI-STAR sensor by looking for a vehicle of the appropriate length,

MBI.CTRD\R310606 APP F-11



with a headway approximately equal to the accepted gap, at approximately the
correct clock time.

Once the major-road vehicle was identified at the first upstream sensor, it
was manually traced backwards in time through the remaining upstream sensors
and fon¡rards in time through the downstream sensors. When this tracing was
complete, the speed of the major-road vehicle as it crossed each sensor was
noted and these speeds were entered on a data form. This process was then
repeated for the minor-road vehicle, which was the vehicle immediately preceding
the major-road vehicle in the data for each of the sensors downstream of the
intersection. The vehicle length and headway of the minor-road vehicle were
checked in the data for each downstream sensor to assure that the correct vehicle
was being traced. The speed of the minor-road vehicle as it crossed each
downstream sensor was then entered on the same data form described above.

ln a few cases, where there were driveways or other access points
between sensors, vehicles entering the roadway and interfering with a particular
maneuver of interest were noted. These cases were extremely rare, but coutd be
easily recognized by the reduction in vehicle headways and speeds downstream
of the driveway. Where such events were found, those data points were dropped
from fufther consideration.

ln summary, the following data were obtained from the vehicle tracing
process:

. The vehicle number of the minor-road vehicle from the gap
acceptance data.

. The vehicle number of the major-road vehicle from the gap
acceptance data.

' The time at which the minor-road vehicle crossed the first sensor
downstream of the intersection.

The tíme at which the major-road vehicle crossed the first sensor
downstream of the intersection.

The speed of the minor-road vehícle at each sensor location
downstream of the íntersection.

The speed of the major road vehicle at each sensor locatíon both
upstream and downstream of the intersection.
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DATA ANALYSIS ACTIV¡TIES

The data analysis activities for the gap acceptance and acceleration/
deceleration studies are briefly described below. The analysis results are
presented in Chapter Three of the repoft"

Gap Acceptance Study

Acceptance and rejection of gaps and lags are evaluated as follows. When
the minor-road vehicle first arrives at the stop line, the driver evaluates the lag
represented by remaining portion of the current gap in traffic on the major road in
the lane the minor-road driver plans to enter (the near lane for right turns and the
far lane for left turns). lf the mínor-road driver accepts the initial lag and enters the
major road, the length of the accepted lag was noted and the consideration of that
minor-road vehicle ended. lf the minor-road driver rejects the initial lag, then the
length of the rejected lag was noted, and the driver then consídered each
subsequent gap, in turn. lf the driver rejects a particular gap, the length of the
rejected gap was noted by the program and the driver then considered the next
gap. lf the driver accepts a gap, the length of the accepted gap was noted and
the next minor-road vehicle was then considered. Whenever a gap is accepted,
the length of both the accepted gap and the accepted lag (to the next major-road
vehicle) were recorded.

The only maneuvers considered were those for which there was no
ínterference from other vehicles that could have affected the gap acceptance
behavior of the minor-road vehicle. For example, gaps accepted by right{urning
vehicles were excluded if the following major road turned right or left at the
intersection rather than continuing straight ahead; gaps accepted by left-turning
vehicles were excluded if the following vehicle in the far lane of the major road
made a right or left turn or if a near-lane vehicle was present on the major road
within the current AASHTO ISD for the major-road approach plus 2 sec. These
criteria for intederence by other vehicles were purposely made quite conservative
to assure that no interference is present in any of the observations that are
included in the analysis.

A total of 4,277 minor-road vehicles were observed turning ríght onto the
major road in the full data set. Of these 4,277 vehicles, a total of 2,758 right-
turning vehicles accepted the initial lag that was in progress when they arrived at
the stop line on the minor road, and 1 ,519 minor-road vehicles rejected the initial
lag. Of the subsequent minor-road gaps that were considered by the right-turning
drivers, 1 ,758 gaps were rejected and 1 ,519 were accepted; in other words,
sooner or later, each of the 1,519 turning vehicles accepts some particular gap. ln
summary, a total of 7,554 acceptance/rejection decisions were evaluated by right-
turning drivers, resulting in 4,277 acceptances and 3,277 rejections. A total of
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1,311 of the acceptance/rejection decisions (or 17% of the total decisions) were
excluded from consideration because of potential interference from other vehicles
with the gap acceptance/rejection decision. However, a total of 6,243 decisions
(3,341 acceptances and 2,902 rejections) provided usable data. These
6,243 usable right-turn decisions included 5,356 right-turn decisions by passenger
cars (86%), 363 right-turn decisíons by single-unit trucks (6%), and 524 right-turn
decisions by combination trucks (8%).

A total of 2,388 minor-road vehicles were obserued turning left in the gap
acceptance data set. Of these 2,388 vehicles, 1 ,104 accepted the initial lag that
was in progress when they first arrived at the stop line, and 1 ,284 rejected the
initial lag, The 1,284 drivers who rejected the initial lag evaluated a total of
5,576 subsequent gaps; 4,292 of these subsequent gaps were rejected and,
eventually , 1,284 gaps (one per vehicle) were accepted. However, in 556 of the
1,284 accepted gaps, the minor-road driver had to wait for one or more near-lane
vehicles to clear before accepting the remaining lag. A total oÍ 7,964 accep-
tance/rejection decisions were obserued, including gaps in the far-lane traffic that
were "rejected" because a near-lane vehicle was present and lags in the far lane
traffic that were accepted or rejected after a near-lane vehicle cleared. There
were usable data (without interference from other vehicles) for a total of
3,256 acceptance/rejection decisions in left-turn maneuvers including
3,311 left-turn decisions by passenger cars (94%),108 left-turn decisions by
single-unit trucks (3%), and 107 left-turn decisions by combination trucks (3%),

An analysis of the accepted and rejected gaps and lags was completed
using two methods that have been used in previous work for FHWA (l!). These
are the Raff method (19) and the logit method (also known as logistic regression)
(20). These methods are explained in Chapter Three of this repoft. The logistic
regression (for individual sites and for all sites combined) and the results from the
Raff method are presented in Tables F-4 through F-6 for right turns and
Tables F-7 through F-9 for left turns. These tables present separate analysis
results for three vehicle types (passenger cars, single-unit trucks, and combination
trucks). These results are summarízed and interpreted in Chapter Three"

Acceleration/Deceleration Study

Each maneuver for which the vehicle speed profiles were traced was
evaluated by determining several kinematic parameters of interest. All of the
computations assume that e_aq! vehicle has a con.stant acceleration or
deceleration rate over the 60 to 120 m (200 to 400 ft) interval between each pair
of adjacent sensors. The following parameters were determined in the analysis:

. The acceleration or deceleration rate used by each vehicle between
each pair of sensors.

(,,¡
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Table F-4. CRITICAL GAPS FOR RIGHT TURNS ONTO THE MAJOR ROAD BY PASSENGER CARS

Site

Number of observed gaps
and laqs

Logistic regression
coefficients

Critical gap (sec) for specified probability of

Acceoted Reiected lntercept Slope 5Oo/" 60% 75% 85%

-Tl
I

(tl

lL01

MO01

MO02

MO03

MO04

PAOl

PA02

PAO4

PAO5

PAOT

Combined

36

81

722

124

415

384

431

49

684

22

2948

156

55

591

65

329

334

298

17

535

12

2392

-5.495

-6.867

-6.791

-6"804

-5.649

-4.502

-3.225

-4.389

-4.753

8.03

7.31

7.83

7.93

7"78

8.76

8.74

7.32

8.02

7.96

8.81

7.90

8.47

8.57

8.51

9.75

10.03

8.17

8.89

8.77

0.821

1.089

1.007

0.997

0.867

0.640

0.495

0.750

0.730

Site Averaqes

6.69

6.30

6.74

6.83

6.51

7.04

6.52

5.86

7.19

6.68

7.15

7.23

6.98

7.67

7.34

6.40

7.O7

7.O8

6.51

6.56

NOTE: Comparable criticalgap from Raff method is 6.3 sec.
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Logistic regression
coefficients

Table F-5. CRITICAL GAPS FOR RIGHT TURNS ONTO THE MAJOR ROAD BY SINGLE-UNIT TRUCKS

Critical gap (sec) for specified probability of

50% 60% 75% 85%

'Tl
I

J
o)

Site

MO02

MO03

MO04

PAOl

PAO2

PAO4

PAOS

PAOT

Combined

68

2

27

14

15

7

43

1

177

85

2

34

11

14

3

29

I
186

-8.266

-2.135

-3.861

-6.643

-5.685

-4.130

0.828

0.186

o.492

0.724

0.839

0.436

Site Averages

9.98

11.50

7.84

9.18

6.78

9.48

9.06

10.47

13.68

8.67

9.74

7.26

10.41

9.96

11.30

17.41

10.08

10.69

8.09

12.00

11.52

12.07

20.84

11"37

11.57

8.85

13.46

12.94

NOTE: Comparable critical gap from Raff method is 8.4 sec.
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TAbIe F-6. CRITICAL GAPS FOR RIGHT TURNS ONTO THE MAJOR ROAD BY COMBINATION TRUCKS

Number of obserued gaps Critical gap (sec) for specified probability of

-Tl
I

Site

MO02 168 251

MO04 1 1

PA01 33 39

20

311

-8.66

-6.798

-5.698

-6.769

0.610

0.582

0.531

0.600

11.26

11.68

10.73

11.28

11.22

11.92

12.37

11.50

11.95

1 1.93

13.06

13.56

12.80

13.11

13.14

14.10

14.66

14.00

'14.17

14.25

PA02 11

Combined 213

Site Averaqes

NOTE: Comparable criticalgap from Raff method is 10.7 sec.
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Number of observed gaps

Site

Table F-7. CRITICAL GAPS FOR LEFT TURNS ONTO THE MAJOR ROAD BY PASSENGER CARS

Critical gap (sec) for specified probabili$ of

50o/" 60% 75% 85%

T
I

@

lL01

MO01

MO02

MO03

MO04

PAOl

PAO2

PAO3

PAO4

PAOS

PAOT

Combined

102

100

102

155

63

287

350

31

20

301

19

1530

163

254

318

89

103

282

263

39

I
252

6

1777

-8.209

-7.775

-5.617

-6.647

-9.162

-5.082

-1.412

-5.884

-3.341

-2.570

-3.442

7.71

7.50

7.55

8.22

7.06

9"55

9.87

8.25

9.32

7.20

9.17

8.22

8.10

7.89

8.09

8.72

7.37

10.31

12.71

8.82

10.45

8.34

10.25

9.08

8.75

8.56

9.02

9.58

7.91

1 1.61

17.55

9.79

12.39

10.28

12.10

10.54

9.34

9.17

9.88

10.37

8.40

12.81

22.00

10.68

14.16

12.06

13.79

11.89

1.064

1.037

o.744

0.809

1.298

0.532

0.143

o.713

0.358

0.357

0.375

Site Averaqes

NOTE: Comparable critical gap from Raff method is 8.0 sec.



Table F-8. CRITICAL GAPS FOR LEFT TURNS ONTO THE MAJOR ROAD BY SINGLE'UNIT TRUCKS

'n
I

(o

lL01

MOo1

MO02

MO03

MO04

PAOl

PAO2

PAO4

PAOs

PAOT

Combined

6

2

5

7

1

13

I
5

4

2

54

11

I
12

I
1

1

3

3

5

1

54

-10.723

-4.531

-5.768

1.101

0.383

0.568

Site Averaqes

9.74

1 1.83

10.15

10.79

10.1 1

12.89

10.86

11.50

10.74

14.70

12.08

12.72

11.32

16.36

13.20

13.84

Site

Number of observed gaps
and laqs

Logistic regression
coefficients

Critical gap (sec) for specified probability of

Acceoted Reiected lnterceot Slooe 50% 60"/" 757" 85%

NOTE: Comparable critical gap from Raff method is 9.8 sec.
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Tab|e F-9. CRITICAL GAPS FOR LEFT TURNS ONTO THE MAJOR ROAD BY COMBINATION TRUCKS

Critical gap (sec) for specified probability of

50% 60% 75% 85%

"Tt
I
luo

Site

lL01

MO02

PAOl

PAO2

PAO3

Combined

1

7

17

4

1

30

4

31

28

I
b

77

-8.351 0.686 12.18 12"77

12.04

12.77

13.78

12.79

13.78

14.71

13.48

14.71

- 10.718 0.924 1 1 .60

Site Averaqes 12.18

NOTE: Comparable critical gap from Raff method is 10.0 sec.
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The headway between the major- and minor-road vehicles at each
sensor downstream of the intersection, and the minimum headway
at any point during the maneuver.

The location of the major-road vehícle (distance from the
intersection) at the instant the minor-road vehicle begins its turning
maneuver.

The maximum speed of the major-road vehicle during the minor-road
vehicle's turning maneuver (usually the speed of the major-road
vehicle at the instant when the minor-road vehicle begins to turn, but
a higher speed may occur in some cases between that point and the
intersectíon).

The minimum speed reached by the major-road vehicle during the
maneuver. Typically, this occurs downstream of the intersection, as
the major-road vehicle catches up to the minor-road vehicle. ln
determining the minimum speed, the speed of the major-road vehicle
at each sensor is considered until a point is reached at which the
speed of the minor-road vehicle exceeds the speed of the major-
road vehicle.

' The speed reduction by the major-road vehicle (the difference
between its maximum and minimum speeds, as defined above).

. The speed reduction by the major-road vehicle, expressed as a
percentage of its maximum speed.

' The average and maximum acceleration rates of the minor-road
vehicle as it completes its turn (the acceleration of the minor-road
vehicle to speeds of 40 and 64 km/h (25 and 40 mph) is also being
determined).

' The average and maximum deceleration rates of the major-road
vehicle during the maneuver.

' The separation distance between the major- and minor-road vehicles
, ãt each sensor location, and the minimum separation distance

during the entire maneuver.

The results from the analysis of these data are presented in Chapter Three of this
repoft.
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APPENDIX G

FIELD STUDIES OF DRIVER SPEED SELECTION ON APPROACHES
TO UNCONTROLLED AND YIELD.CONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

This appendix presents the results of a field study that was conducted to
help in formulating ISD policy for approaches to uncontrolled and YIELD-
controlled intersections (lSD Cases I and ll). The appendix presents the field
study objective, field study sites, data collection, and data reduction and analysis.
The field study results have been utilized in the evaluation of ISD requirements for
approaches to uncontrolled and YIELD-controlled intersections in Chapters Two
and Four of this report"

FIELD STUDY OBJECTIVE

The objective of the field study reporled in this appendix was conducted to
document driver speed selection on approaches to uncontrolled and YIELD-
controlled intersections. While the AASHTO Green Book does not explicitly state
this, it is generally understood that the assumed vehicle speed for an approach to
an uncontrolled or YIElD-controlled intersection is the design speed of the
roadway on which that approach is located. Thus, AASHTO policy for ISD
Cases I and ll appears to presume that drivers approach uncontrolled and YIELD-
controlled intersections at their full midblock running speed. However, even
casual obseruation of uncontrolled and YIELD-controlled approaches shows that
many drivers do slow on approaching the intersection, even if there are no
conflicting vehicles present to whom the approaching driver must yield the right of
way. Therefore, field studies were conducted to quantify the speed-reduction
behavior of drivers on approaches to uncontrolled and YIElD-controlled
intersections.

FIELD STUDY SITES

The field study sites included seven uncontrolled intersections located in
the City of Phoenix, Arizona, and four YIELD-controlled intersections located in
the City of Kansas City, Missouri. Each study site was a four-leg intersection.
The uncontrolled intersections had no traffic control present on any of the four
approaches. The YIElD-controlled intersections each had YIELD control on two
approaches and no control on the other two approaches.

All of the intersections were located on relatively low-volume streets in
urban and suburban residential subdivisions. The intersecting streets would all be
classified functionally as local streets or minor collectors. Higher volume
intersections could not be studied because, if an intersections intersection had
higher traffic volumes, it would be more likely to have STOP control than YIELD
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control or no control" The data collection focused on vehicle making through
movements (crossing maneuvers), rather than vehicles making left- or right-turn
maneuvers; therefore, an initial screening was conducted to assure that each
study site had sufficient through traffic volumes for study Thus, from among many
candidate low-volume uncontrolled and Yl ElD-controlled intersections, we þict<eci
those few that appeared to have enough traffic to make a field study productive.
Even so, several of the study sites provided on a limited number of useful
obse¡vations.

Table G-1 summarizes the characteristics of the selected study
intersections, including the area type and character of development, ihe BSth
percentile midblock speed on the study approach, and the offsets to corner sight
obstructions.

ln addition to study sites on urban and suburban residential streets, we had
initially planned to include study sites on higher speed rural highways, as well.
However, we were unable to locate any suitable data collection sites with sufficient
traffic volumes to allow a productive field study.

DATA COLLECTION APPROACH

Fígure G-1 illustrates the typical data collection set-up on the approach to
an uncontrolled intersection. Speeds were recorded at two positions on each
approach: a midblock locatíon, typically 120 to 180 m (400 to 600 ft) from the
intersection; and an intersection approach location, typically including the iast
60 m (200 ft) of the intersection approach.

speeds were measured using two Kustom proLaser speed guns. The
Prolaser is a standard laser speed gun intended for use by police for speed
enforcement. Laser technology has two advantages over convention radar speed
measurement devices for this application. First, the laser beam is much narrower
and more difficult to detect than a radar beam. A conventional radar beam
spreads out to great widths and is easily reflected, so that not only the radar beam
itself, but also reflection from it can be detected. Laser detectors are beginning to
come on the market; however, most of the speed measurements for this projeðt
were made from behind the vehicle and it is unlikely that a fonryard facing laser
detector would detect a laser beam coming from the rear. Second, unlike radar
technology that determines speed based on a frequency shift (i.e., the Doppler
effect), laser technology determines speed based on measuring the distance to
the target vehicle as it changes over several precisely timed intervals. Therefore,
the Prolaser provides a distance (range) measurement with each speed
measurement, allowing the speed and position of the vehicle to be tracked
through time and space. Thus, the entire speed profíle of the vehicle can be
determined with the Prolaser allowing the deceleration pattern of each vehicle as
it approached the intersection to be evaluated.
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Table G-1. CHARACTERISTICS OF FIELD INTERSECTIONS
WITH NO CONTROL AND WITI{

85th percentile
midblock speed

on study
Site Character of Study approach,

number Area type development approach km/h (mph)

Offset to corner sighl
obstruct¡on to right of study

aooroach. m lft)a

Offset lo comer sighl
obstruct¡on to left of study

aooroach. m lflìa

From From study
crossroad (a') approach (b,)

From From study
crossroad (ar) aooroach lb^ì

UNCONTROLLED I NTERSECTIONS

Á¿O1

AZ02

AZ03

AZ04

AZ05

AZ06

MO7

Suburban

Urban

Suburban

Suburban

Suburban

Suburban

YI ELD.CONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

MO05

MO06

MO07

MO08

Urban

Suburban

Suburban

Suburban

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential

Residential/
commercial

Residential

Residential

Residential

Westbound

Westbound

Westbound

Westbound

Westbound

Westbound

Southbound

Northbound

Northbound

Eastbound

Northbound

48 (30)Þ

48 (30)

53 (33)

48 (30)

48 (30)b

42 (26',)

52 (32',)

48 (30)

43 (271

42 (26',)

48 (30)

3 (11)

s (28)

8 (27)

I (26)

5 (16)

6 (25)

f0 (34)

12 (38)

13 (,14)

s (28)

4 (121

21 (70)

6 (20)

7 (22)

r0 (34)

3 (11)

11 (3s)

8 (27)

s (28)

16 (s2)

13 (44',)

25 183)

11 (3s)

ls (62)

e (28)

16 (s4)

I (25)

7 (23)

s (2s)

7 (221

10 (32)

17 (5s)

I (31)

13 ( 43)

4( 14)

2( 6)

3 ( 10)

12 ( 3s)

s( 28)

lf ( 36)

35 (1 14)

20 ( 66)

16 ( 51)

26 I 8s)

o
I

G)

â All ofisets measured from curbllne of the adjacent streets.
b Eslimated.
NOTE: ar, b', q, and b. are defined in Figure G-1.
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Midblock
Observer with

Laser Speed Gun

Obstruction
60m -l

- 120 m to 180 m 
- | ee_oz HAR tþg-t 0t2te6

Figure G'l. Typical data collection setup for field studies at uncontrolled
and yIELD-controlled intersections.
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The laser operators were positioned in as concealed a position as possible.
There are no completely concealed positions on a typicat residential street, but the
obseruers used parked cars, trees, trash cans, etc. to make themselves as
inconspicuous as possible so as to minimize any influence on driver behavior on
the study approach.

Each of the Prolaser speed guns was connected to a laptop computer and,
as each measurement of speed and distance was made, the data were
transmitted from the speed gun to the iaptop computer and captured in a fíle for
later analysis. This allowed speed and distance measurements to be taken
continuously, at intervals of approximately 0.5 sec, which would not have been
possible if the data had to be written down. lt also allowed analysis of the data to
proceed without the need for key entry of the data and, thus, wíthout the possibility
of transcription e rrors.

Data were taken in the following manner. As a vehicle approached the
intersection, its speed/distance profile was recorded first by the midblock laser
operator and then by the intersection approach laser operator. Both operators
then entered the vehicle description and a common vehicle identifícation number
into the laptop computer to link together the two data sets for that specific vehicle.
The linked data sets could also be identified by the times of each speed/distance
measurement taken from the laptop computer clocks, which were synchronized.

ln a few cases, to increase the avaílable sample size, data were taken for
vehicles coming toward the laser operators, in the opposite direction to the vehicte
path shown in Figure G-1. ln this case, the speed profile of the vehicle was
measured as it approached the intersection on the far-side approach, rather than
the near-side approach. The midblock speed was measured at the midblock
location after the vehicle had passed through the study intersection, rather than
before it had reached it.

At uncontrolled intersections, data were collected on whichever of the four
approaches appeared to have the most traffic during the study period. At YIELD-
controlled intersections, data were collected on whichever of the two YIELD-
controlled approaches appeared to have the most traffic during the study period.
Data collection periods were selected during the day to correspond to the times
when the most traffic was present. Some intersections that were unproductive
during most of the day had reasonable volumes during the morning or evening
commuting periods, during the noon hour, or at midafternoon when children were
returning from school. Because of the relatively low traffic volumes at the study
intersections, data were collected for two to three days at most tocations.
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DATA REDUCTION AND ANALYSIS

The objective of the field study was to determine whether vehicles on the
intersection approach being evaluated proceeded through the intersection at their
full midblock speed or slowed down. Therefore, data were discarded for all
situations in which the vehicle being evaluated was forced by external factors to
slow down. For example, data were discarded: (1) if the vehicle being studied
turned left or right at the intersection, rather than going straight ahead; (2) it a
potentially conflicting vehicle was present on the intersecting approach; or (3) if a
pedestrian was observed to cause the vehicle of interest to slow. These are all
situations in which the vehicle of interest might find it necessary to slow down"
Data were analyzed only for vehicles that proceeded straight through the
intersection and were not forced to slow down by external factors. Thus, if the
study results indicate that drivers slow down on intersection approaches, this
indicates that drivers do so voluntarily, as a precautionary measure, and not as a
matter of necessity.

The data reduction consisted primarily of reviewing the data for each
approaching vehicle to determine whether it met the criteria described above for
consideration in the study. For each vehicle that met these criteria, the fotlowing
parameters were determined from the speed profile data:

' Maximum speed recorded within the study area (typically in the
midblock vicinity).

' Minimum speed recorded within the study area (typically on the
inte rsection approach).

. Classification of speed profile (e.9., slowed to a stop at the
intersection; reduced speed without stopping; continued through
intersection without noticeable slowing).

Analysis Results for Approaches to uncontrolted Intersections

Table G-2 summarizes the observed behavior for each of five uncontrolted
intersections and for the five intersections combined; the other two uncontrolled
intersections had too little valid data to be useful. A total of more than
500 approach maneuvers were obserued, less than half of these met the criteria
for analysis presented above. The table shows that, for the five intersections, a
total of 226 valid speed profiles were obtained.

The combined data for the five intersections shows that 22.60/o of the
approaching drivers of through vehicles stopped at the intersection. ln other
words, 22.6% of the drivers stopped even though there was no legal requirement
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T

Site
No. of vehicles

observed
Percent

Midblock speed,
km/h lmohl

lnterseclion approach speed,
km/h lmóhl

Speed reduction
km/h lmohì

Minimum Meximum Meân Minimum Meximum Mean Minimumb Maximum Mean Percent

Az02

MO3

MO4

AZ06

MO7

TOTAL

79

63

55

25

4

226

21.5

12.7

36.4

20.0

25.O

22.6

24 (15)

26 (16)

3r (1s)

26 (16)

43 (27)

24 fisl

s8 (36)

60 (37)

s8 (36)

53 (33)

s3 (33)

60 137)

40.2 (25.o)

42.2 (26.2)

42.o (26.1)

ss.7 (22.2)

47.s (2s.sl

40.9 125.4)

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

010)

ss (34)

58 (36)

ss (34)

3e (24)

53 (33)

58 136l

r8.s (1 r.5)

28.2 (17.5)

17.4 (10.8)

1s.1 (11.s)

27.8 (17.3)

17.2 (10.7\

-5 (-3)

-6 (-4)

-3 (-2)

-3 (-21

0 (0)

-6 l-41

58 (36) 21.7 (13.5) 54.0

ss (34) 13.8 (8.6) 32.8

50 (31) 24.6 (15.3) 58.6

39 (24) 16.6 (10.3) 46.4

43 (271 1e.8 (r2.3) 41.7

58 1361 19.6 (12.21 48 1

o
I

¡ The percent of approaching vehicles that came to a full stop at the intersectron.b A negative speed reduction indicates an increase in speed lrom the m¡d-block location to the intersection approach.
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to stop and no potentially conflicting vehicles were present on an intersection
approach. The average midblock speed was approximately 40 km/h (25 mi/h) and
the average minimum speed on the intersection approach was approximate
18 km/h (1 1 mi/h). The average speed reduction from the midblock speed to the
minimum speed on the intersection approach was 19 km/h (12 mi/h), or 48o/o ol
the midblock speed. This finding suggests that it is reasonable to assume that
drivers on approaches to uncontrolled intersections on urban and suburban
residential streets typically slow on the intersection approach to about half of their
midblock running speed.

Analysis Results for YIELD-Controlled Approaches

Table G-3 summarizes the obserued behavior for each of four YIELD-
controlled intersections and for the four intersections combined. More than
500 approach maneuvers were observed and a total of 234 valid speed profíles
were obtained"

The combined data for the four intersections shows that 6.4% of the
approaching drivers of through vehicles stopped at the intersection. In other
words, 6.4"/o of the drivers stopped even though there was no legal requirement to
stop and no potentially conflicting vehicles were present on an intersection
approach. This is a lower percentage of voluntary stops than was obserued for
the uncontrolled intersections. The average midblock speed was approximately
38 km/h Qa milh) and the average minimum speed on the lntersection approach
was approximate 24 kmlh (15 mi/h). The average speed reduction from the
midblock speed to the minimum speed on the intersection approach was 14 km/h
(9 mi/h), or 37o/" of the midblock speed. This finding suggests that drivers slow
slightly less on approaches to YIELD-controlled intersections than on approaches
to uncontrolled intersections. lt appears reasonable to assume that drivers on an
approach to a YIElD-controlled intersection will typically slow on the intersection
approach to approximately 60% of their midblock running speed.
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-3- SUMMARY OF OBSERVED SPEED INTERSECTIONS IN KANSAS CTY

Sle
No. ol vehicles

ôhscrueal
Percent

Midblock speed,
km/h lmohl

lntersection approach speed,
km/h lmohì

Speed reduct¡on
km/h lmohl

Minimum Meximum Mean Minimum Maximum Mean M¡nimÚm Merimum Meân Percent

MO05

MO06

MO07

MO08

TOTAI

68

44

57

65

234

10.3

2.3

1.8

9.2

6.4

26 (16)

1s (12)

18 (1 1)

18 (1 1)

't8 lt rl

77 (48)

63 (3s)

58 (36)

61 (38)

77 Á8\

41.8 (26.0)

34.9 (21.7)

35.1 (2r.8)

3s.6 (24 6)

38.3 (23.81

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

s0 (3r)

61 (38)

51 (32)

42 (26)

61 138)

25.1 (15.6)

22.2(ß.el

26.2 (16.3)

æ.0 (r4.3)

24.3 (1s.11

0 (0)

0 (0)

0 (0)

3 (2)

0 (0)

61 (38)

27 (171

26 (16)

42(261

61 (38)

r6.6 (r0.3) 3e.8

12.7 (7.9) 36.3

8.8 (5.s) 25.3

16.4 (10.2) 41.7

r4.0 (8.7) 36.s

o
I(o

I The percent of approach¡ng vehicles that came to a full stop al the ¡ntersect¡on.
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APPENDIX H

FIELD STUDIES OF VEHICLE DIMENSIONS AND VEHICLE
STOPPING POSITIONS ON MTNOR.ROAD APPROACHES

TO STOP-CONTROLLED INTERSECTIONS

This appendix describes the field studies that were performed to determine
the distance from the front of the vehicle to the driver's eye and the typical vehicle
stopping position on minor-road approaches to STOP-controlled intersections.

Current AASHTO policy assumes for design purposes that drivers of
vehicles on STOP-controlled approaches require sight distance along the major
road from a position with the driver's eye 6 m (20 ft) from the edge of the major-
road traveled way. This value of 6 m (20 ft) is based on the estimate that the
vehicle stops in a position with the front of the vehicle at a distance of 3 m (10 ft)
from the edge of the major road traveled way and that the distance from the front
of the vehicle to the driver's eye is also 3 m (10 ft). These estimates were
evaluated in field studies conducted during the research.

VEHICLE STOPPING POSITIONS

The following discussion reviews the collection and reduction of field data
on vehicle stopping positions at sroP-controlled intersections.

Data Collection

Fíeld data on vehicle stopping positions were collected as part of most of
the field studies performed at STOP-controlled intersections in lllinois, Missouri,
and Pennsylvania that have been described in Appendix F. At most of the field
study intersections, one of the two video cameras was utilized to record the
stopping positions of the vehicles on the minor road. The data collection activities
for vehicle stopping positions included 8.0 hr of data collected over 2 days at two
intersections in lllinois, 55.0 hr of data over 11 days at three intersections in
Missouri, and 138.5 hr over24 days at seven intersections in Pennsylvania. ln
addition, stopping position data were collected for 4.0 hr on one day at one STOP-
controlled intersection in Arizona (Site AZOB), in connection with the Arizona field
studies reported in Appendix G; this intersection was setected because it had
much more limited sight distance than any of the other locations. The total data
collection effort for vehicle stopping positions included 205.5 hr of obseruatíonal
data collected over 38 days at 13 intersections in four states.
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The field studies of vehicle stopping positions were conducted in the
following manner. During the equipment setup at each intersection, the centerlíne
of the minor roadway was measured and small paint marks were placed on the
pavement at 1.5-m (S-ft) interuals. The first marking was at the edge of the major-
road traveled way and each subsequent marking was 1.5 m (5 ft) fafther along the
centerline of the minor road. The last mark was typically 12 m (40 ft) from the
edge of the major-road traveled way. However, in some cases, sight obstructions
limited vehicle stopping positions to within 6 m (20 ft) of the traveled way and only
that portion of the roadway was marked. Figure 21 in Chapter Three illustrates a
typical equipment setup for collection of data on vehicle stopping positions.

At the beginning of each videotape as the field studies were conducted,
one of the field crew would stand at each of the marks on the pavement with a
range pole. This provided an establishing shot at the beginning of each videotape
so that the distances from the edge of the traveled way could be marked on the
video screen. The crew member with the range pole was not present in or near
the roadway during the subsequent period during which data were collected"

Data Reduction

The stopping position data were reduced using the positions marked on the
clear acetate sheet mounted on the video screen representing 1.5-m (S-ft)
interuals along the centerline of the minor-road approach that have been
described above" Using this approach, vehicle stopping positions could generally
be determined to the nearest 0.8 m (2.5 ft) and, in a few cases, to the nearest
0.4 m (1 .25 ft). At the Arizona síte (Site AZ08), vehicle stopping positions were
determined to the nearest 0.3 m (1 ft).

Two stopping positions were noted for each vehicle on the minor-road
approach: the initial position at which the minor-road vehicle first came to a
complete stop; and the final position from which the minor-road vehicle
accelerated to enter or cross the major road. ln some cases, the initial and final
stopping positions were the same. However, in other cases, the driver of the
minor-road vehicle may have crept fonryard to get a better view of the major-road
traffic and then made a second (or third) stop. ln general, the final stopping
position is of greatest interest for design purposes because thís represents the
location from whích the driver decided that he/she could see well enough to
proceed with the turning or crossing maneuver.

lf the minor-road vehicle did not come to a complete stop before entering or
. crossing the major road, then no stopping position data were recorded for that
vehicle.

MRr-crRo\R310606 APP H'2



Figure H-1 presents an example of the distribution of the stopping position
data that were reduced for one intersection approach (the westbound approach at
Site AZ08). This approach had limited sight distance which caused the vehicte to
make an initial stop on the approach and then move closer to the edge of the
traveled way before completing their turn.

A preliminary screening process was conducted to decide which of the
stopping position videotapes should be reduced. A prelimínary review of at least
one videotape from each field study intersection was performed to determine the
relative percentage of final vehicle stopping positions in specific 1.s-m (s-ft)
ínteruals of the distance from the front of the stopped vehicle to the edge of the
major-road traveled way. Generally, the videotape selected for this review was
the one with the highest traffic volumes (typically, the morning or evening peak
hour). Typically, in this preliminary review, vehicle stopping positions were
reduced from the videotape for a period of 30 min.

The preliminary review showed that vehicle stopping positions tend to vary
between intersections based on the sight distance available at various stopping
positions. lf the drivers could see well from a position 3 m (10 ft) or more from the
edge of the major-road traveled way, then the driver would wait at that position for
a suitable gap in the major-road traffic stream. However, where a better view
could be obtained from a position closer to the edge of the major-road traveled
way, then the driver would either stop at that closer position initially or stop further
from the edge of the traveled way and then move fonruard to the position with a
better view.

Based on this finding, it was decided to perform full data reduction for the
videotapes of a sample of nine intersection approaches for which the final
stopping position varied over a wide range, including intersection approaches on
which drivers stopped very close to the major-road traveled way and approaches
where drivers stopped fafiher from the major-road traveled way.

The vehicle stopping position data were first recorded on log sheets and
then keyed into computer files. Quality assurance checks were made, both after
the initial recording of data and again after the data were keyed.

Data Analysis

The distributions of final stopping posítions for the sefected intersection
approaches are presented in Table H-1. The table shows that complete data
reduction for stopping positions was performed for nearly 1 ,1oo vehicles.
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Figure H-1. Cumulative distribution of vehicle stopping positions on a
STOP-controlled approach with limited sight distance.
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Table H-1 shows that vehicle stopping positions vary substantially from one
intersection approach to another. Where sight distance is limited, driveis will
choose to move closer to the edge of the major-road traveled way before entering
or crossing the major road. Based on the data in the table, a stopping position
with the front of the minor-road vehicle 2.0 m (6.6 ft) from the edge of the major-
road traveled way is recommended for use in desígn. This value will
accommodate at least 85% of vehicle stopping positions for both intersection
approaches on which drivers choose to stop closest to the road.

DISTANCE FROM FRONT OF VEHICLE TO DRIVER'S EYE

A small study of the distance from the front of a passenger car to the
driver's eye was conducted by measuring vehicles in the MRI parking lot. Since
there was no driver in the vehicles that were measured, a method was needed to
estimate where the driver's eye would be if a driver were present. lt was decided
that a relatively fixed point on each vehicle that could be easily seen from outside
the vehícle is the center of the steering wheel. (The center of the steering wheel
was chosen because the center would move least if the steering wheel were
tilted.) Therefore a study was conducted of the typical longitudinal distance from
the center of the steering wheel to the driver's eye.

A small study showed that the distance from the steering wheel to the
driver's eye varies over a relatively limited range for a typical group of drivers and .

vehicles. Ten drivers of different heights, five male and five female, were
measured in each of three passenger cars: a 1993 sedan, an older sedan, and a
1993 minivan. Each driver was asked to adjust the front seat of each vehicle to a
comfortable driving position; then the longitudinal distance from the driver's eye to
the center of the steering was measured. Table H-2 shows the data that were
obtained. The average distance from the steering wheel to the driver's eye for the
10 test subjects was 351 mm (13.8 in) for a 1993 Toyota Camry, 330 mm (10.0 in)
for a 1979 Pontiac Lemans, and 841 mm (13.4 in) for a 1998 plymouth Voyager 

'

minivan. For each vehicle considered, this distance varied as a function of dríver
characteristics over a range ol75 to 115 mm (3 to 4.5 in). For all three vehicles,
the maximum distance was 394 mm (15.5 in). This maximum distance can be
added to the measured distance from the front of the vehicle to the center of the
steering wheel to estimate the maximum distance from the front of the vehicte to
the driver's eye.

A sample of 101 vehicles was then measured in the MRI parkíng lot to
determine the distance from the front of the vehicte to the driver's eye. This was
accomplished by measuring the longitudinal distance from the front of the vehicte
to the center of the steering wheel and then adding 894 mm (1s.s in), as
described above. The vehicles measured included passenger cars, pickup trucks,
and minivans. The distribution of the distance from the front of the vehicte to the 

.

driver's eye was as follows:
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Table H-l. SUMMARY OF VEHICLE STOPPING POSITIONS ON MINOR-ROAD APPROACHES
TO STOP-CONTROLLED INTERSECTION

e Dislance from front of vehicle to edge of major-road traveled way at the last stopped position before the vehicle began to accelerate
to enter the minor road.

Site Aooroach
No. of vehicles

measured

Final stoooino oositiona

Mean. m (ft) Std. dev.. m lft) 85th oercentile
%<1.5m
l%<5ft)

o/"<3m
f% < 10 frl

AZ08 Westbound 108 1.4 ø.7\ 0.6 11.9) 2.O (6.6t 66.7 100.0

MO01 Westbound 88 4.9 (16.1 1.5 (5.0) 6.1 120.0) 2.3 14_8

MO04 Southbound 216 4.4 fi4.4\ 1.916.1) 6.1 120.0) 11.1 33.8

PAOl Southbound lleft turn) 220 0.9 (2.8) 1.1 (3.6) 1.5 15.0) 91.4 98.6

PAOl Southbound lrioht turn) 54 3.4 fi1.2\ o.8 e.7) 4.2 n3.8) 5.5 37.0

PAO2 Westbound 147 4.2 n3.71 1.8 (s.9) 6.1 (20.0) 15.6 41.5

PAO4 Eastbound 77 3.0 (9.9) 2.3 (7.41 4.6115.0) 32.5 66.2

PAOT Eastbound 121 5.7 fi8.7\ 1.4 14.6t 7.6 (2s.0) 0.0 4.1

PAOT Westbound 58 4.5 (14.6) 2.3 0.5\ 6.5 121.3) 12.1 32.8

TOTAL 1.089
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Table H-2. DISTANCE FROM STEERING WHEEL TO
DRIVER'S EYE FOR 1O INDIVIDUALS

Sex Heiqht, m (in)

Longitudinal distance from steering wheelto driver's
eve, m (in)

1993 Toyota
Camrv Sedan

1979 Pontiac
Lemans Sedan

1993 Plymouth
Vovaqer Minivan

Female 1,800 (71.0) 394 (15.5) 394 (15.5) 394 (15.s)

1.770 (69.5) 363 114.3) 313 (12.3) 369 (14.5)

1,720 (67.5) 325 fi2.8\ 338 (13.3) 3s1 (13.8)

1,630 (64.0) 318 (12.5) 292 fi1.51 292 fi1.51

1.630 (64.0) 356 (14.0) 267 (10.5) 318 (12.5)

Male 1 .910 (75.0) 356 (14.0) 292 n1.5\ 356 (14.0)

1.780 (70.0) 363 (14.3) 382 115.0) 331 (13.0)

1.750 (69.0) 356 (14.0) 356 (14.0) 331 (13.0)

1.700 (67.0) 331 (13.0) 325 (12.8) 343 (13.5)

1.630 (64.0) 343 (13.5) 343 113.5) 331 (13.0)

MEAN 351 (13.8) 331 (13.0) 341 (13.4)
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Minimum 1.8 m (S.B ft)
Mean 2.2 m (7.3 ft)
Maximum 2.9 m (9.5 ft)
Median 2"2 m (7.3 ft)
85th percentile 2.4 m (8.0 ft)
90th percentile 2.4 m (8.0 ft)
95th percentile 2.6 m (8.5 ft)

Based on this sample, it appears that current vehicles all have less than the
existing AASHTO assumed distance of 3.1 m (10 ft) from the front of the vehicle to
the drive/s eye. The maximum value or 2.9 m (9.5 ft) was measured for a
Chevrolet Coruette, which obviously represents a very small fraction of the vehicle
population. An assumed distance of 2.4 m (8 ft), which represents both the 85th
percentile and the 90th percentile of the sample, appears to be an appropriate
value for use in design.
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APPENDIX I

TORT LIABILITY ISSUES 
'='O'=O 

TO INTERSECTION SIGHT DISTANCE

lncreasing numbers of liability suits are being brought against the states,
state highway agencies, and other governmental units. This section reviews
existing law involving agency liability for hazardous road conditions, with particular
emphasis on ISD problems. This analysis includes a review of general toft liability
in analogous road hazard cases which can be predicted to apply in ISD situations.
Finally, a suruey of several major state highway agencies and state attorney
general offices responsible to defend ISD liability suits is presented. These
materials should clarify the application of current and expected future legal liability
theories to ISD problems. This should aid in risk management by highway design
engineers seeking to identify and reduce risk factors for ISD highway safety
conditions.

Liability suits brought against the state for ISD design problems are based
generally on the torl of negligence. Tofts are civil (non-criminal) wrongs in which
an injured victim brings suit against those persons or entitíes allegedly
responsible. Negligence suits against state highway agencies or other state
agencies typically asseft claims that the state agency has failed to follow its duty
of due care to design, construct, and maintain intersections so that sight distance
is sufficient to avoid collisions. Successful plaintiffs generally convince a judge, or
more commonly a jury, that the state agency has been negligent. This entitles the
plaintiff to receive monetary damages from the state to cover such personal
injuries as medical payments, lost income, properly damage, and other types of
damage.

State agencies generally have several duties to maintain road safety in
theír exercise of due care. For example, they must carefully design and plan road
construction, carefully manage and oversee construction, carefully inspect existing
roads for ISD problems, warn motorists of unimprovable ISD conditions, maintain
existing ISD in a reasonably safe condition, and improve older design road
conditions as specifications become more stringent. In most states, these rules
are developed in the coufts through judge-made law which create precedents
applied in later cases. Occasionally precedents are borrowed from other states
when a state first encounters a novel problem. The next section discusses
negligence in greater detail.
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NEGLIGENCE

Drivers, passengers, or bystanders injured by inadequate ISD conditions
cannot win their case unless they prove a prima facie case of negligence,
including the following elements:

1 . State agency's duty to use reasonable care

2. State agency's breach of the duty of care

3. This breach of duty (negligence) caused the victim's injuries

4. Victim suffered injury or money damages.

State agencies may defend such plaintiff allegations by successfully
challenging the plaintiff's proof to the four elements above. tn addition, if the state
agency acted responsibly through careful design, inspection, warning,
maintenance, and improvement, this proof will help the defense. Finally an
affirmative defense such as contributory or comparative negligence or the
assumptíon of risk can reduce or eliminate the agency's liability.

Affirmative defenses to negligence may effectively nullify the victim's case
where the state agency shows the victim's own negligence contributed to the
accident. For example, an intoxicated victim who fails to obserue a ctearly
approaching vehicle on a crossroad may be so contributorily negligent as to
deserue no monetary recovery from the state agency. However, few states retain
this a// or nothing contributory negligence rule. Most have adopted a comparative
negligence system which permits the parlially negligent victim to collect at teast a
some poftion of their damage claim.

Some states still retain the doctrine of sovereign immunity preventing
recovery from a governmental unit under the age-old doctrine that "the King can
do no wrong." Although this doctrine has been eroded significantly in recent
years, most states retain immunity from liability for their discretionary decisions
concerning certain elements of highway design and the application of
maintenance according to cost-benefiVanalysis.

Procedural Matters

Negligence and other tort suits are not treated ídentically in all states within
the United States. The principle of federalism permits states to have laws that
differ on many points of both procedural and substantive nature. Liability suits
may often be brought in one of a number of couftrooms (venues) in locai, state, or
federal coutls within the state where the wrong occurred. Nonresidents are often
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able to use the federal courls which have different, and sometímes more
expansive, pretrial procedures giving the plaintiffs greater access lo discoverylor
matters contained in the state agency's files.

Typically, an injured plaintiff hires an attorney who is compensated by the
hour or on a contingency fee basis. The latter arrangement allows the attorney
compensation only if the plaintiff wins a settlement or the suit. The time period
established by the statute of limitations, which begins to run from the time of the
accident for one, two, or three years depending on the state law, bars the
plaintiff's suit unless a complainf is filed within the required period. The plaintiff's
attorney files suit in one of the courts chosen. This begins a pretrial periodin
which both sides prepare for trial by interviewing witnesses, examining
documents, and researching the applicable law. As the plaintiff's case begins to
crystallize, the plaintiff's attorney and the state agency (or state attorney general's
office representing the state agency) may parlicipate in pretrial settlement
negotiations. These typically resolve over g0% of tort disputes. Pretrial discovery
permits both sides to investigate facts, question witnesses and respond to
questions from the opposition, orally, under oath at a deposition, or in writing
through interrogatories. Documents in the state agency files may be examined
and copied for use in proving the victim's case under a production of documents
request. The victim may be subjected lo medical examinafions to verify the extent
of injury. lt is unlawful to hide evidence, destroy documents, or intimidate
witnesses. During the trial, the victim and state agency employees may be
questioned as witnesses to prove or defend the liability case. Often, expefi
witnesses in medicine, civil engineering, and economics are used to prove or
disprove particular points concerning the road design, the victím's driving and
injuries, and the economic equivalency of the victim's injury.

An impoftant caveat should be understood by lay persons: legal processes
are unceftain and may not always precisely follow well defined procedural and
substantive steps to reach the legal conclusion! Engineers accustomed to
applying scientific principles with an air of certainty often find the open-textured,
policy-laden, and vague testimonial proof of facts in legal decision-making to be
disquieting. lt is difficult to accurately predict litigation outcomes or the precise
level of risk avoidance from any state agency decision to avoid litigation. This
ambiguity results from different laws in the states, the ambiguity of applying
apparently precise terms to the rather vague standard of due care in negligence,
and the inherent ambiguity in the central term "reasonable." Fu¡ther ambiguities
and unpredictable results result from the limitations of language to represent
concepts, pafiicularly among the less technically sophisticated participants in
litigation: judges, juries, witnesses, attorneys, or the victim. Judges have
considerable discretion in admitting or excluding particular evidence. Juries may
be swayed by either a plaintiff's or defendant's lawyer's professionalism.
lnconsistent or opposing views between two apparently credíble expert witnesses
may further confuse the jury's decision-making. Finally, judges and juries are
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prone to attach great weight to evidence tending to show that compliance with
establish standards was ignored or delayed, even for shod periods. Given the
open texture and vague decision-making process used in law, and the relative
ignorance of many highway engineers concerning this process, it is sensible for
state agency personnel to become better acquainted with the law of highway
negligence. Although precise decision rules may be difficult to articulate, this
understanding of the law can neveftheless be used to reduce highway risks from
hazardous road conditions and thereby reduce the costs of litigation.

The Duty of Care

All persons, including legal entities such as corporations and governments,
must act carefully in everything they do. lt is expected that all persons will reduce
the risk of harming others whenever they undefiake any action. For example,
vehicle drivers must drive safely, construction companies must adhere to building
codes, professionals such as doctors, lawyers, engineers, or accountants must
avoid malpractice, and government agencies must carefully discharge their
statutory duties. This duty of care ís intended to act as an incentive for all persons
to act with due care. By neglecting this duty, a person or entity is exposed to the
risk of legal suit and its associated monetary liability if persons are injured.

The basic duty of care is stated as a vague and abstract statement: all
persons should act with reasonable prudence by foreseeing risks of harm and
guarding against them. During the last two centuries, tens of thousands of court
cases from the USA and the UK have been used as precedents setting the
expectation for later, similar cases. Precedents establish more pafticular duties of
care than the vague "reasonable person standard" and more precisely specify the
particular duties of persons acting in nearly any activity. Particular duties for state
agencies with respect to ISD problems are discussed in a later section after
fuñher amplification of the negligence standard.

Burden of Proof

lnitially an injured victim has the burden of proving a suit against a state
highway agency by showing the state was negligent in some serious respect.
There is no liability for an alleged wrongdoer unless and untilthe plaintiff/victim
proves by a preponderance of the evidence that the state agency failed to obserue
its duty of care with respect to an ISD problem" Therefore, the order of events at
trial are:

1. Plaintiff must bring suit and prove:

2. Duty of care
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3. Breach of duty

4. Causation

5. Damages

6. Plaintiff must disprove any affirmative defense.

A plaintiff unable to sustain this burden of proof will fail to win the case.

Breach of Duty

When state agencíes failto follow a particular duty of care they may be
negligent. For example, if a state agency fails to address a known hazardous
condition of which they have notice, fails to repair or maintain a known ISD
problem, or faíls to warn motorists of a known ISD danger, then a breach of duty
has occurred. Breach may be proved in one or more of four ways: misfeasance,
malfeasance, nonfeasance, or by negligence per se. Misfeasance is an improper
attempt to pedorm some task. For example, a state agency's attempt to cut
foliage blocking intersection sight distance that actually makes the condition worse
would make the state agency responsible for misfeasance. Malfeasance is the
commission of an unlawful, prohibited, or wrongful act causing injury. For
exampÍe, a state agency that intentionally leaves sight obstructions which raise
the risks in an ISD context could be liable for malfeasance'if design guidelines
prohibit the sight obstructions. Nonfeasance ís a state agency's negligent act of
failing or omitting to act when the law requires an act. For example, a state
agency might be required to periodically check sight distance at busy intersections
according to highway maintenance and repair manual schedules. Evidence of the
agency's failure to check this ISD condition as required would be nonfeasance.
Finally, neglígence per se is based on proof of lack of due care where a particular
statute defines the legal requirement and the state agency fails to adhere. For
example, a motorist would be negligent per se if the signing indicated a slow
speed was required in approaching an intersection with limited sight distance and
the motorist continued through the intersection at an excessive rate of speed. By
violating a statute intended to protect a defined class of persons and a defined
risk, the speed limit establishes the minimum required duty. Clearly, if a state
agency could prove that it posted a reduced speed limit or warníng sign on the
approach to an intersection with limited sight distance, then a speeding motorist
involved in an accident would be guilty of contributory negligence. Of course,
negligence per se can be used against a state agency if state statutory guidelines
require pafticular sight distance procedures, such as the posting of limited sight
distance warning signs and speed advisory plates, and if there is evidence the
agency failed to comply.
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Causation

Negligent acts occur much more frequently than persons are actually
harmed. Therefore, the law requires the injured plaintiff to prove the alleged
negligent act led to a series of events that resulted in the plaintiff's injuries. A
plaintiff unable to show that a dangerous ISD condition led to the víctím's injuries
would be unable to collect money damages. This is causation, a concept divided
into two subcategories: actual causation and proximate causation"

Actual causatíon is a series of physical events which link the highway
agency's malfeasance, nonfeasance, or misfeasance directly to a series of events
that result in the plaintiff's injuries. For example, if the state agency failed to check
for foliage limiting the ISD at a prescribed interval and a motorist is injured due to
the lack of lSD, the plaintiff can establish that the agency's faílure led to or caused
the victim's injuries. This may be represented by lhe but forcausation rule, also
called sine qua non, which states that "had it not been for the highway agency's
negligence, the plaintiff's injury would have been avoided." Where there are
several hazardous conditions that combine to injure a plaintiff, these may
represent concurrent causes of the victim's injuries exposing additional negligent
parties to share liability. Some courts resolve this problem by holding any party
whose negligence was a substantialfactor leading to the plaintiff's injuries to be
held liable"

A second form of causation, proximate causation, should not be confused
with the actual cause described above. Proximate causation limits the liability of a
defendant where the outcome is not foreseeable. Clearly every person's act or
omission has later consequences, and some acts may have an impact even into
eternity. The law does not hold persons liable for all the endless results of a
negligent act; justice requires a limit on liability. Only foreseeable, and not
endless remote, consequences are actionable. Juries are permitted to consider
what kinds of damages are foreseeable given the expectations placed on a
defendant. For example, it is reasonably foreseeable that insufficient ISD visibility
could lead to a collision. However, if the collision involved a medical doctor
rushing to a hospital to provide surgery, it cannot be foreseeable for the state
agency that the patient will die if the physician is late. Therefore, the lack of ISD
maintenance could be said to proximately cause injuries to the doctor but not the
injuries to the doctor's patient while waiting the surgery at the hospital. In other
words, deterioration ín the patient's condition is unforeseeable to the state
highway agency in making ISD maintenance decisions. Proximate cause
insulates an actor from excessively remote damages because they are not
reasonably foreseeable.
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Damages

Successful negligence plaintiffs must allege they suffered some injury or
damages. This is usually expressed in monetary terms: an amount of money
necessary to put the plaintiff back in the same condition as before the injury.
Therefore, a highway agency's risk of or exposure to financiat loss can be
minimized where proof is made that the plaintiff sustained little or no damages.

There is considerable controversy over the utility of monetary damages as
a measure of the plaintiff's injuries. When a plaíntiff suffers property damages or
must pay medical and other rehabilitation costs, then monetary damages are a
fairly accurate measure of the extent of plaintiff's injuries. For examplé,
automobile repair costs and medical expenses ray be fairly 

"..urat"ty 
estimated

in the future or more precisely proved after payment. However, moneiary
damages are allegedly an imperfect measure of losses suffered where the judge
or jury must speculate as to a precíse dollar figure. For example, tn wrongiut -
death cases, the jury must speculate as to the deceased victim's earning power
and work life expectancy. Juries must usually speculate as to how long the
deceased plaintiff would have lived had it not been for the accident, anã how
much the plaintiff would have earned during IhaL work life expectancy. This figure
must be reduced by the projected life maintenance expenses. An inierest rate
must be arbitrarily chosen to discount these future cash flows to a present vatue
figure used to compensate the deceased víctím's next of kín. Clearly, this process
is speculative, at best, and the monetary damage figure obtained ¡s ôften quite
high: typically many hundreds of thousands of dollars. For highly-paid
professionals, the amount can be in the millions of dollars.

Noneconomic or intangible losses are even more difficult to quantify. For
example, pain and suffering,loss of society, sexual relations, and conso rtíum Írom
one's spouse, and hedonic damages (loss of life's pleasures) are all highly
speculative. They can run much higher than the economíc damages dlscussed
above, so toft reformers in many states have recently enacted laws limiting some
forms of noneconomic damages. There is a generaliy held impression that
excessive punitive damages are awarded in all cases. This is not true. High
punitive damage awards are usually reduced on appeal. Nevertheless, the
punitive damage component is another wild card in the difficult problem of
projecting risk exposure. lncreasingly, in cases settled without going to trial, the
defendant or its insure¡ will agree to a sfrucf ured settlementdesignel to reptace
lost future earnings. Annuities are often used. However, plaintiffis attorneys,
particularly those working on a contingency fee basis, have disincentives to
engaging in structured settlements which can lower their compensation. ln
response, many insurers are promising an additional lump'sum for the plaintitf,s
attorney paid at the time of settlement.
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Clearly this process of computing economic and non-economic damages is
controversial, further fueling the tort reform efforts underlaken in many states"
Additionally, the mathematical formulas used in the discounted cashflow present
value analysis may not accurately account for inflation, taxes, life maintenance
expenses, and the victim's expected salary raises for productivity during the lost
future income period. state agency liability for damages arising from ISD
problems is treated no differently than liability for other hazardous road conditions
or other tods in general.

Liability Defenses

ISD cases may be parlicularly well-suited for state agencies to claim that
the plaintiff's own negligence contributed sígnificantly to the plaintiff's injury. For
example, consider a situation in which a plaintiff's vehicle is operated on a minor
road with sufficient approach signing that clearly indicates the presence of an
intersection with a major road. The plaintiff's inattention to the need to decrease
vehicle speed in anticipation of traffic on the intersecting road would be a clear
indication of contributory negligence. ln those few states which stilt use the
contributory negligence standard in its original form, adequate proof of the
plaintiff's contributory negligence completely bars the plaintiff's recovery of any
money damages from the state agency. However, two factors mítigate this
favorable result from the state agency's perspective. First, juries may understand
the effect of finding the plaintiff partially negligent and their sympathy for the
plaintiff may lead them away from such findings. Second, most states have
abandoned the strict "all or nothing" rule of contributory negligence reptacing it
with some form of comparative negligence.

The general dissatisfaction with the severe hardship placed on victims by
the contributory negligence rule has led to the adoption of comparative negligence
in most states" Under comparative negligence,lhe alt or nothing nature of
contributory negligence is abandoned in favor of a "fault apportionment" between
the plaintiff and defendant. This requires the judge or jury to separately assess
the propofiion or percentage of negligence of the plaintiff in relation to the
defendant's negligence. Thereafter, the jury reduces the plaintiff's provable
monetary damages by the amount of the plaintiff's own negligence. The
comparative negligence system holds neither party responsible for the whole
burden of losses for which each is parlially responsible.

The early cou¡ts and legislatures mistrusted juries, believing they were
incapable of apportioning the degree of fault among multiple pañies. However,
recent experience with comparative negligence has shown that this was an
unfounded criticism. Three basic formulas for apportioning fault under
comparative negligence are in use by various states, each state uses only one of
these three methods. For example, assume a motorist proved $100,000 of

l-8MRI-CTRD\R310606.APP



personal injury and other economic losses from the state agency's negligent
attention to an ISD problem, the plaintiff's damages could be reduced by the
propotlion of the plaintiff's own negligence. lf the plaintiff was partially responsible
for the accident by not perceiving the approach of a partially visible cross street,
the jury might find the plaintiff was one-third negligent. This would reduce the
plaintiff's $100,000,00 damages to $66,666.66. Comparative negligence usuatly
requires state agencies to pay for at least some of an injured plaintiff's money
damages even where the plaintiff has considerable negligent fault.

The assumption of risk defense is still recognized in most states, even in
some of those that have adopted the comparative negligence standard. Where a
plaintiff makes a much stronger contribution to the injury than under contributory
or comparative negligence, the plaintiff may be denied money damages
altogether. Assumption of the risk ís an individual plaintiff's voluntary assumption
of a known risk. For example, if a motorist fully understands the potential risk of
cross traffic, yet neveftheless proceeds through an intersection without slowing
down, the state's ISD duties may be irrelevant. This can be particularly important
for drivers who are accustomed to using a particular roadway and know the risks
of cross traffic at a parlicular intersection. A plaintiff with personal experience with
a known road hazard, or any other reliable notice of a dangerous condition who
nevertheless proceeds to drive through the intersection without due care can be
found to have assumed a known risk and will not collect money damages. This
becomes an imporlant question of fact which accident investigators should
carefully review. A few states treat assumption of risk like comparative negligence
by apporlioning fault and therefore monetary damages.

There are other aspects of contributory negligence and assumption of risk
which state agencies may seek to prove where the facts warrant. For example,
coufts consider reckless driving, influence of alcohol or drugs on the motorist, a
driver's familiarity with the road hazards in a parlicular section of road, the driver's
speeding as inferred from the length of skid marks, the plaintiff's acknowledgment
of reading signs warning of the risk, and other aspects of common knowledge
about driving conditions. These can all be proved to show a pafticular plaintiff's
negligent contribution to the injury or voluntary assumption of a known risk. lt is
interesting to note that the increasing use of anti-lock braking systems (ABS) will
reduce the reliability of conventional skid mark computations for inferring vehicte
speed.

SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY

Government liability is a relatively new problem that has only become an
issue in the United States since the late 1940s. Before that time, lhe sovereign
immunity doctrine protected government from liability. Governments were
immunized from suit to prevent the fear of suit from contributing to poor govern-
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mental decisions" lmmunity also protected government's limited resources.
However, since the federal government waived its sovereign immunity for tort
liability in the Federal Torl Claims Act, most states have also waived their
immunity either by legislation or by precedent-setting court decision. The state's
potential liability is of great concern in most highway design cases. Even where
the states have accepted some federal funding for the construction of roads, most
states, municipalities, and counties no longer are immune from negligence
damage suits.

A limited form of sovereign immunity is retained by most governments
under what is variously termed the "the discretionary function exemption."
Authorized government employees with the power and duty to exercise
independent judgement in choosing among alternative courses of action are
usually protected in the choices they make. These are the essence of political
decision making which must evaluate costs and benefits, political, and social
impacts from governmental decisions. Highway agencies probably retain a form
of discretionary immunity in making such "policy" decisions on the organization of
their highway improvement programs, the assessment of propeñy values, the
selection of highway routes, the pafticular design elements of highways, particular
highway structures, and the method of executing these plans. Some couñs even
apply discretionary immunity to protect state agency decisíons in maintenance and
highway updating decisions where a cost-benefiVanalysis or risk-benefiVanalysis
is pedormed within budgetary constraints and the agency attempts to optimize the
use of their scarce funding resources"

Protected policy decisions are distinguished from other ministerial acts of
implementation; the latter are usually exposed to tort liability. Unprotected acts
usually require no evaluation of alternative actions and involve more routine
operational acts such as maintenance and repair, traffic operations, and the
driving of government vehicles, ISD problems will likely involve potential liabilities
where the more routine maintenance and identification of hazardous conditions is
involved. Even where expensive design change consíderations are involved,
state agencies may retain liability for ISD problems if warning signs or traffic
signals could be employed to warn vehicle operators of the potential problems.

SPECIFIC STATE AGENCY DUTIES RELATING TO ISD PROBLEMS

As discussed above, the negligence tort duty is written in vague terms to
permit application in many diverse situations. However, precedents set in case
law from the various states illustrate how more specific duties are generalizable
from the case law. Generalizations from the litigation experience throughout the
United States on hazardous road design and maintenance conditions has led to
the classification of precedents in the specific acts of: highway planning,
construction, and maintenance. The,refore, it is possible to generalize on state
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agency ISD duties. ln states with no particular precedents addressing ISD
problems, duties are borrowed from other analogous contexts of hazardous road
conditions. These are used as a guide to establish duties in unchafted "cases of
first impression." This reasoning by analogy from similar duty situations is the
traditional and accepted form of legal analysis. However, it often fails to provide
risk managers with a definitive basis for projecting potential rísks. Neveftheless,
most lawyers advise their clients based on this analogical reasoning. The next
several sections illustrate the most common legal duties for hazardous road
conditions.

While the following discussion addresses the duties of state agencies, most
of the same points would apply to local agencies, as well.

Notice

State agencies clearly have capacity constraints in their quest to catalog
and protect the public from road hazards. However, state police and citizens often
repofi to state agencies concerning emerging hazardous road conditions. The law
generally requires a state agency to respond to such notices. After receiving
notice, the state agency has a new duty to inspect the reported hazardous
condition, warn motorists if warnings would be effective in reducing injury, and
repair the condition to a reasonably safe condition. This líability is not unlimited:
clearly widespread emergency conditions from sudden hazardous weather can
create such a huge list of unaddressed reported hazards that it is unreasonable to
expect immediate attention. For example, if numerous notices of hazardous road
conditions arrive simultaneously or are received at night when most work crews
are unavailable, a state agency has a reasonable amount of time before a repair
or warning response would be necessary. Several states have passed laws giving
state agencies a minimum period of time, such as five days, before a response to
a notified hazardous road condition would be necessary. Neveftheless, notice is
generally effective as soon as it is received by the state agency. Such direct
communications to the state agency are referred to as actual notice. Actual notice
may take the form of a motorist's telephone call, letter to the state agency, record
made in state police or highway patrol logs or the like. Actual notices that are not
date and time stamped on arrival are nevedheless effective notice to the state
agency. Actual notice is also effective when state employees conduct regular or
extraordinary road inspections as a part of their duties.

The law also recognizes notice not actually received through dírect
communication but which the law considers equivalent to actual notice.
Constructíve notice is a substitute or presumption of actual notice where the state
agency had ample opporlunity to investigate the facts. Some injured plaintiff's
have successfully claimed the state agency "should have known" of a particular
dangerous condition or lsD problem. Despite the state agency's claim of
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ignorance, if a defect existed for an unreasonable length of tíme and the agency
should have discovered it, there is constructive notice. All state agency
employees are considered agents of the government responsible to repoft any
defects they personally obserue or defect notices they directly receive from other
persons. For this reason, state agencies should educate employees about the
importance to communicate notice, observed dangerous conditions, and report
them immediately. Such observation should be made a part of state agency
employees' job description"

Duty to Design and Plan Construction

State highway authorities must plan and design highways using reasonable
care to make them safe. Generally accepted engineering standards and practices
are used in the definition of reasonable care. This does not mean roads must be
designed to be absolutely safe. lndeed, such inherent conditions as wetness or
dampness contributing to slick highways are conditions that motorists must
expect. The presence of such natural conditions that degrade the safety of the
road's su¡face or its overall design do not constitute negligence. However, where
pafticularly dangerous conditions exist in such inherent road conditions the
governmental entity may have additional responsibility to warn or othenruise
ameliorate the danger, e.9., curue warning, speed reduction warning.

ln most states, the applicable, generally accepted engineering standards
and practices include only those in existence at the time the highway or roadway
is first designed. As more modern standards are developed that may reduce
certain aspects of danger, roadways need not be upgraded. A few states have
exceptions to this general rule. For example, one state requires adherence to all
engineering and design improvements as they generally become accepted.
Another state requires improvements when the original plan or design, in actual
operation under changed physical conditions, such as a significant increase in
traffic volume, produces a dangerous condition. A middle ground is adopted by
some states which would impose more modern standards only when the roadway
is upgraded; whichever design is selected from among the alternatives considered
must meet the standards generally prevailing at that time. Such questions
become impofiant if evidence at a negligence trial tends to show that an alternate
design could have prevented the accident. Design decísions are the essence of
governmental discretionary decisions. Therefore, the choice among alternatives
that are acceptable at the time are usually considered immune from tort liability
under the various forms of the discretionary function exemption.
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Design lmmunity

Most states shield the basic decisions to build a highway and to approve
the plan for its design as nonactionable, i.e., exempt as a discretionary function.
Such decisions are high-level discretionary activities requiring expertiée and skill
in judgement in making choices among alternatives. The discretionary function
exemption protects even ill-conceived highway plans and designs whether or not
they contain errors or defects. So long as the flawed design is not "obviously
inherently dangerous" most state highway agencies will be immune from tort
liability under the concept of design immunity.

The implementation of design decisions is typically not immune from toft
liability. Any design decisions which do not result from judgement and choice
resulting from a conscientious balance between risks and advantages among the
alternatives is not immune. Discretionary design decisions deseruing of immunity
must take into account safety, economics, prevailing standards, recognized
engineering practices, and whatever else is appropriate under the ciróumstances.

ln the ISD context, design immunity should protect elements of design
decision-making concerning grade, alignment, and obstruction setbacks thát could
arguable be connected to varying the sight distances achievable under ideat
conditíons. However, where new grade and alignment designs are envisioned
and the pafiicular decisions made ignore prevailing standards or notice about
sight distance problems at that location under previous designs, the discretionary
function exemption for design immunity may be inapplicable. tnis means that
state agency exposure for ISD problems arising in redesigned or newly designed
situations is generally dependent upon engineering standards prevailiñg at tñe
time of the redesign. The small number of ISD design cases reporting ãppellate
precedents (i.e., written decisions by appeals courts) makes it difficult to predict
risk exposure with a high a degree of certainty. However, as they have for other
issues, the coutts can be expected to draw from precedents in other areas of
hazardous road conditions to construct the elements of duty in an ISD case.

Duty to construct and Execute According to plan and Design

ISD problems may arise where highway agencies have not met their duty to
construct and execute new projects as planned or designed. This suggests two
major components to satisfying the duty. Fírst, highway agencies muéi carefulty
review bids by outside contractors to assure that the bidder selected is reasona-bly
competent and has a track record of adherence to plans. Second, as constructioñ
progresses, the highway agency is responsíble to assure that contractors adhere
to plans as designed.

MRI.CTRD\F310606 APP l-13



ln the ISD context, the failure to construct and execute a project as planned

and designed is most likely to arise when an injured motorist or bystander can
provide evidence that the highway agency failed to monítor the progress of
construction, that the contractor's deviation from the stated plans contributed to an

injury, and that highway agency monitoring or inspection would have detected the
contractor's deviation. ln tort litigation against highway agencies, government
documents associated with the planning and construction process are opened for
discovery by injured plaintiffs. ln addition, documents and witnesses from the
independent third pany construction companies are also available for questioning
and testimony. Negligence in construction may expose the contractor to liability,
but this does not necessarily absolve the state from liability. For example, if the
third party contractor is bankrupt or othenruise "judgement proof," the state's
contribution to a negligent condition through failure to monitor the construction
process may render the state liable. Of course, a state might assefi that deviation
from the design was approved after the construction started. However, such
convenient approval could be suspect and might not be expected to prevent
liability without significant documentation and clear authorization.

Duty to Warn

State highway agencies have a duty to warn motorists of known highway
defects, obstructions, or unsafe conditions that cannot be eliminated. ISD may be
a potentially unsafe roadway hazard about which public authorities must warn
motorists. For example, a reasonable jury might be expected to infer that the
highway agency "should have" provided warnings about an approaching inter-
section if motorists may be unable to slow their vehicles sufficiently to avoid a
collision at the intersection. Pafiicularly where grade, alignment, and obstructions
limit sight distance, the highway agency may be required provide warning signs or
beacons to alerl motorists to the intersection.

Highway agencies may also be liable where the warning made is
inadequate. For example, if an intersection warning sign is placed too close to the
intersection, without providing a reasonable distance for motorists to reduce their
speed, then the warning may be considered inadequate and the highway agency
held negligent. ln the ISD context, signing preceding the intersection should be
carefully reviewed to avoid such confusion or inadequacy considering reaction
times, typical vehicle speeds, and average stopping distances under normal
conditions.

Duty to Maintain

Highway agencies generally have a duty to exercise reasonable care to
keep highways, streets, and bridges in reasonably safe condition for their
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expected uses. Unless a specific state statute requíres the highway agency to
follow a higher or lower duty, the duty to maintain may have four distinct elements.
First, obstructions (e.9., foliage) which could reduce ISD should be properly
maintained to minimize the tSD limitations. Second, signing that warns drivers of
approaching intersections must be maintained in good and readable conditions for
both day and night use and in inclement weather. Third, any warning beacons
intended to warn drivers of approaching intersections must be kept in workíng
order. Fourth, if the highway agency becomes aware of new or changing uses of
roadways, and if these changes create greater hazard due to limited ISD
conditions, then signing, signals, and obstruction maintenance policies may need
to be revised. Changes in traffic volume and mix, such as larger trucks which
might obscure sight distance or have greater sight distance requirements must be
considered periodically to avert a developing hazardous road condition.

Defects in the original construction or subsequent maintenance which
adversely affect ISD must also be corrected. For example, signing with insuffi-
cient night reflectiveness or incorrectly installed signals must be periodically
reviewed for their effectiveness. Complaints or other notice to the public highway
authority indicating a difficulty with ISD distances should be reviewed and the
appropriate remedial action taken.

SURVEY OF STATE AGENCIES

The following section reports the results of a suruey of state highway
agencies and state attorney general offices conducted as paft of the research.

Methodology

Risk management engíneers or state attorneys general were contacted, by
telephone, in each of the following states: California, Florida, lndiana, Michigan,
Missouri, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Washington. The
purpose of these contacts was to gain some additional insight into the nature and
magnitude of lSD-related highway tort claims. According to data published in a
recent paper on state highway to¡t liability, these 10 states account for
approxímalely 75% of the nearly $SSO million paid by states for highway toñ
settlements and judgments during the three-year period from 1988 through 1990.

lnformation was requested from each of these states on:

1. The approximate percentage of toft actions (including pre-litigation
and litigation actions, but only those actions on which a state
settlement payment has been made) that involve alleged ISD
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deficiencies, including design, maintenance, or operational-related
deficiencies"

The approximate distribution of ISD-related toft actions among
specific types of deficiencies, such as: original design did not meet
design standards of the time; negligent construction; failure to
upgrade new design standards; failure to upgrade for changed
operating conditions; failure to maintain clear view; etc.

Citations on some relevant case law"

Opinions on the significance of possible revisions to intersection
sight distance design policies.

Findings

ln general, ISD-related tort actions constitute only a small percentage of the
total highway tort actions and settlements paid each year by the states contacted.
Michigan, for example, indicated that approximately 4% of its highway tort claíms
are associated with lSD, by far the highest percentage repofted by any of the
states. A surprising result of the contacts with the states was the general lack of
information management systems concerning toft liability that would facilitate
responses to the questions raised" Five of the states contacted do not maintain a
data base on the types of highway elements or contributing factors associated
with tort claims. Thus, the responses from these states are necessarily predicated
upon the nonempirically-based opinions of the individuals interviewed. None of
the five states that do maintain a data base on contributing highway factors list
ISD deficiencies as a separate category. Only three of these states (Michigan,
Ohio, and Pennsylvania) were able to provide either quantitative estimates or
information from which quantitative estimates could be derived on the magnitude
of ISD-related toft claíms.

Michigan

Approximalely 4o/o of Michigan's tort caseload involves ISD-related líability.
The majority of these ISD claims relate to a "tight diamond" interchange design
that was commonly used on Michigan freeways approximately 35 years ago. The
geometrics of this type of design typically result in poor ISD for motorists on the
freeway exit ramps, particularly where there is guardrail protecting crossroad
bridge-end abutments.

Michigan typically tries to settle tight diamond design cases prior to trial,
because most locations with the tight diamond design do not meet AASHTO ISD

2.

3.

4.
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polic¡es. lt should be noted that there is no highway design immunity in Michigan,
either by statute or by precedent. Michigan has taken several steps to improve
the safety and to reduce the state's liability exposure associated with tight
diamond interchanges. For example, several years ago, advisory speed signs
were installed on the crossroad, but these have not been pafticularly effective.
Traffic signals and three-way STOP-sign installations have been used, when
warranted, and have proven to be effective.

Ohio

ln Ohio, claims of less than $2500 are heard by an Ohio Depadment of
Transpottation Court of Claims. Claims of $2500 or more are defended by the
state Attorney General's Office and heard by a retired judge. There are no jury
trials for highway toft claims.

Over the period 1997 to 1991 , there were 1,261 highway-related tort claims
filed against the Ohio Depafiment of Transportation. Fourteen of these claims, or
approximately 17o, involved alleged !SD deficiencies. Table l-1 shows the
distribution of these claims according to the type of physical feature that was
creating the ISD problem.

Table l-1. DISTRIBUTION OF ISD-RELATED TORT CLAIMS lN OHIO

Physical feature creating
ISD deficiencv

Number of
claíms

Percentage
of claims

Roadway sign

Foliage

Vertical curvature

Not specified

TOTAL

5

6

2

I
14

36

43

14

7

Pennsylvania

In the 1978 case Mayle v. Commonwealth, the Pennsylvania Supreme
Couft struck down the principle of sovereign immunity in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania legislature moved swiftly to reinstate sovereign
immunity but provided waivers to this immunity in eight specified areas. Four of
these areas, including dangerous conditions of the highway, directly expanded the
líability exposure of the Pennsylvania Department of Transpoftation (PennDOT).
Between July 1979 and September 1992, PennDOT has paid approximately $1 15
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million in settlements on approximately 13,000 tort actions allegíng PennDOT
negligence with respect to dangerous highway conditions.

As part of the Commonwealth's tort claims administration, the Bureau of
Risk and lnsurance Management within the Department of General Services
maintains a database on all Commonwealth tort action settlements and
judgments. Recorded in this database is information on the highway conditions or
elements alleged to have contributed to the toft-related incident. Although this
database does not contain any specific entries for intersection sight distance
(lSD), it does contain several entries related to sight distance in general. Copies
of settlement memorandums in these several categories were reviewed to
determine the magnitude and nature of ISD-related tort actions against PennDOT.

Approximately 150 settlement memoranda were evaluated; 73 (or about
50%) of these involved alleged ISD-related deficiencies.* Thus significantly less
than 1% of the highway-related tort claims settled by PennDOT through
September 1992 involved ISD. lf the large number of minor propefty damage
claims related to tar and chip operations are removed from the total toft actions
count, then ISD-related cases still represent only a small percentage, just slightly
over 1Yo, oÍ settled torts.

All but nine of the ISD claims resulted from collisions between vehicles
using intersecting roadways. The other nine involved vehicles traveling in
opposite directions where one of the vehicles attempted a left-hand turn at an
intersection. Approximately one-third of the settlement memoranda for the
incidents between vehicles using intersecting roadways specified that one of the
vehicles was attempting to make a left-hand turn. The remainder of the
settlement memoranda did not specify the type of turning action.

Table l-2 shows the distribution of |SD-related claims across the types of
physical factors creating the ISD deficiency. lt should be noted that most of the
ISD claims alleged more than one type of roadway deficiency against PennDOT
but, for the 73 claims listed in Table l-2, ISD appears to have been the principal
basis for the claim. Likewise, many of the ISD-related claims alleged that more
than one physical feature created the ISD deficiency; this is particularly true for
claims involving embankments or foliage. For many of the embankment claims, it
was also claimed that weeds, vegetation, or other types of foliage also obstructed
sight distance. Similarly, for many of the foliage claims, an embankment was also
involved. However, the tort claims are classified in Table 12by the primary
feature that was claimed to limit lSD.

* Another 13 claims alleged sight distance deficiencies involving driveway entrances
onto state highways. The claims may involve many of the same physical factors,
DOT responsibilities, and legal issues as the 73 ISD claims.
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Table l-2. DISTRIBUT¡ON OF ¡SD-RELATED TORT CLAIMS lN
PENNSYLVANIA

Physical factor creating
ISD deficiency

Number of
claims

Percentage
of claims

Embankment

Foliage, trees

Veftical curuature

Horizontal curuature

lntersection alignment

Miscellaneous

Not specified

TOTAL

12

15

19

5

3

6

l_Ít

73

16

21

26

7

4

I
18

As indicated above, one legal duty of state híghway agencies is to plan,
design, construct and maintain highways using a reasonable standard of care
defined in part by generally accepted engineering standards. ln 30 of the
73 ISD-related claims, the available ISD distance did not meet PennDoT's
established ISD policies. One-half of these 30 cases involved vertical curuature
limiting the available sight distance. Unfortunately, most of the remaíning
settlement memoranda did not indicate whether or not existing ISD policies were
satisfied. Satisfaction of ISD standards would not however, necessarily eliminate
PennDOT's liability in an ISD claim. ln Pennsylvania, precedents from case taw
establish the principle that the mere fact that the roadway may have met design
standards does not suffice to show that there may not be dangerous
characteristics of the roadway. Thus, an intersection that meets all current design
standards, but which has a substantial accident history, may create significant
liability exposure for PennDOT. Such was the case in four of the ISD ctaims.
Unfortunately, there is no standard judicial definition of "substantial accident
history" and judges appear to have a great deal of latitude on the amount and
nature of accident history that they will allow to be submitted into evidence.

Washington

The State of Washington does not maintain a database containing the
types of physical highway elements associated with highway tort claims.
However, the Chief of the Tort Claims Division in the State Attorney General's
Office noted that, while most sight distance liability currently seem to involve
driveways, ISD-related liability is a potentially troublesome area due to the broad
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affay of situations that can arise. Currently, the most significant sight distance
problems at intersections involve folíage, pafticularly foliage on private propedy,
that the state has limited ability to control.

A very old State appellate coufi ruling in Washington provides that
municipalities and the state have no duty to maintain vísibility at intersections.
Rather it is the duty of the driver to adjust to the available sight distance. While
this old precedent has never been overruled, it has not enabled the State to obtain
any summary judgments in ISD cases. The State has been reluctant to appeal
any jury verdicts in ISD cases for fear, in paft, of having this old ruling overturned.

There is no highway design immunity in Washington. Neither are limited
resources (i.e., the economic defense) recognized in the couds. The State has
attempted to use a priority array defense linked to available funding but this has
not been a very successful approach for the State.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Many aspects of the law concerning tort liability are not as clear as highway
engineers would like. ln many states, highway designs are considered acceptable
if they conform to the design standards in effect at the time the project was
designed and built. Upgrading of the design is not required simply because
design standards are changed. However, when an intersection is being
redesigned, especially íf the agency is aware of (has notice of) sight distance
problems in the existing design, there may be a duty on the paft of the highway
agency to upgrade ISD to current standards.

The data collected in this research indicate that ISD-related cases are a
relatively minor paft of the tort liability problem faced by highway agencies (at
most 47o, and typically less than 1"/o, of total claims settled). Foliage,
embankments, and vertical curvature appear to be the major types of sight
restrictions for which highway agencies are sued.

IMPLICAT¡ONS OF RECOMMENDED ISD POLICIES FOR TORT LIABILITY OF
HIGHWAY AGENCIES

The changes in ISD design policy recommended in this report are not
expected to have major tort liability implicatíons for highway agencies. The
recommendations concerning intersections with STOP control on the minor road
would reduce sight distance values for such intersections; this should be an
advantage to highway agencies in tort litigation because, in the past, many
highway agencies have found it difficult to provide sight distance that meets the
unrealistically large existing sight distance criteria for STOP-controlled
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intersections. The more limited scope of the recommended sight distances for
signalized intersections should also reduce the number of intersections that do not
meet the existing criteria. The report does recommend, in some cases, more sight
distance than current policy at higher speed uncontrolled intersections and at
YIELD-controlled intersections. The recommended change in policy, if adopted,
should not have major tort liability implications because the Green Book formally
applies to design of new or reconstructed íntersections, rather than to existing
intersections, and because design policies prevailing at the time the intersection
was designed, rather than current policies, may control. However, highway
agencies may find it advisable to monitor the safety pedormance of uncontrolled
and YIELD-controlled intersections and consider sight distance improvements (or
an appropriate change in the traffic control device) if a pattern of sight-distance-
related accidents is found.
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