
 
  January 2026 

 

Searching TRID for TRB & HRB Publications 
trid.trb.org 

The TRB Library is your best resource for performing any kind of research related to the TRB.  Our extensive collection 
includes the complete print archives of Highway Research Board (HRB) and TRB publications, as well as Annual 
Reports, preserving invaluable historical records to support your work.  
 
For assistance with historical research, please don’t hesitate to contact us at: trblibrary@nas.edu 
 
Key Facts About the HRB/TRB and Its Publications: 

• The origins of the Highway Research Board (HRB) date back to November 11, 1920, when it was founded as the 
National Advisory Board on Highway Research. 

• On January 1, 1925, the HRB was officially established. 

• Nearly five decades later, on March 9, 1974, the HRB evolved into what we now know as the Transportation 
Research Board (TRB). 

• In 1962, the National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) was launched to further enhance 
collaborative research efforts in highway and transportation innovation. 

These milestones highlight the rich history and evolution of the TRB and its dedication to advancing transportation 
research. 

A few of our significant publications include: 

o Highway Research Board Bulletin: 1-362 (1946-1962) 
o Highway Research Record: 1-479 (1963-1973) 
o Highway Research Board Proceedings:  1-41 (1922-1963) 
o Highway Research News: 1–54 (1963-1974) 
o Transportation Research Record:  480-current (1974- ) 
o TR News: 104-current (1983- ) 

Searching TRID: 
TRID indexes HRB/TRB, National Advisory Board on Highway Research and Marine Board publications back to 1922. 
For best results, always use the advanced ‘search filters.’  Begin at the TRID home page, click ‘Advanced Search.’ 
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• Always start by selecting TRB in the Source field. 
 
 
 

• Use the Serial or Conference field to limit your search to a 
specific series.  HRB series always spell out ‘Highway 
Research,’ as opposed to using ‘HR.’ 

 

o TRB and contemporary series tend to employ 
initialisms: TR, NCHRP, ACRP, TCRP, etc.  
Transportation Research Record is an exception. 

 

 

 

 

• Use the Index Term field to run more precise topical 
searches.  Terms are from the Transportation Research 
Thesaurus (TRT).  When you select multiple terms, TRID 
automatically looks for matches on any of them, i.e. the 
default Boolean operator is ‘OR.’ 
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